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What does it mean to be a Covenant people, living in relationship with 
God? 
 
Main idea: More than anything else, the covenants in the Bible 
reflect God’s faithfulness toward human beings and God’s desire 
to be in ____________________ with us.  The climax of God’s 
covenant with Creation is Jesus Christ. 
 
Covenant defined: an agreement between two parties in which both 
agree to take on certain obligations. 

- A contract where both agree to do something in return for 
something. 

- Marriage covenant: to love, honor and cherish. 
 
Covenant between God and Noah grew out of God’s grief over human 
________. 

- God determined to “un-create” what God had made by 
destroying all life on earth. 

- But Noah found favor with God and built an ark to save a 
remnant that would __________________ the earth. 

 
Terms of the covenant: 

“As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you and your 
descendants after you, 10and with every living creature that is 
with you…that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the 
waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to 
destroy the earth” (Genesis 9:9-11). 

 
One-way covenant—God took on all the ____________________. 
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Humanity didn’t change.  What changed was God’s heart. 
- God moved from grief to grace. 
- Sign of the covenant: a ________ (rainbow) in the heavens. 

 
In this covenant, God limits God’s options for dealing with life on 
earth—never again to ______________ life. 

- God chose to deal with Creation in a different way—Jesus. 
- Not by brute force, shock and awe. 
- By weakness and ____________________ of the Cross. 

 
Story about rainbows: Daniel Migliore. 
 
Where are the rainbows in our world? 
 
Where do we seek God’s grace today? 
 
 
If you want to know more: 
 
Read the story of Noah in Genesis beginning with chapter 6 through to 
chapter 9.  God is saddened and grieved by human sin, but not 
angered.  Why? 

 
Read the commentary on Genesis 9:8-17 by Scott Hoezee at 
http://cep.calvinseminary.edu/sermon-starters/lent-1b-
2/?type=old_testament_lectionary.  Scott notes God’s movement from 
grief to grace is an important part of establishing the covenant with 
Noah.  Even after the flood, human behavior doesn’t change.  The 
change that takes place is in God’s heart.  Think of a time when you 
had a change of heart.  Do you remember moving from grief to grace?  
How did that feel?  Are there places in your life where you need 
another change of heart? 
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