
God’s Gifted People: Greater Things Than These 
Part Four of a Four-Part Series 

 
Introduction: The spiritual gifts toolbox. 
 
A brief review.  Spiritual gifts are: 

-‐ Given by God to every follower of Jesus to build up the church 
to make _______________ of Jesus Christ; 

-‐ Different than natural talents and abilities because God owns 
the results; 

-‐ Not all the same.  God gives different gifts to different people 
to meet the variety of needs in the world.   

 
Think of spiritual gifts as the different ____________ God gives us to 
use in our ministry to others. 
 
Results of spiritual gifts survey: 

-‐ This was a short survey.  Others have more questions and help 
identify more gifts.   

o Lifeway survey, 80 questions: 
http://www.lifeway.com/lwc/files/lwcF_PDF_Discover
_Your_Spiritual_Gifts.pdf 

o A shorter survey, 31 questions: 
http://flumc.s3.amazonaws.com/A485CD7EFFB84FA5
8EE1E8C70CFCB2F8_spiritual_gifts_inventory%20sh
ort.pdf 

o A United Methodist survey: http://www.umc.org/what-
we-believe/spiritual-gifts-online-assessment 

 
-‐ Purpose is to help identify your gifts to serve in ministry, not to 

fill ____________________. 
 
Jesus said his followers would do “greater works than these.” 

-‐ Meant his followers would be _______________ by the Holy 
Spirit to do acts that promote ____________ and wholeness in 
God’s Creation. 

-‐ We have this gift of God’s Spirit and the tools—spiritual gifts. 
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Greater works are not big things accomplished by a few people but the 
_______________ actions of followers of Jesus Christ who: 

-‐ Spread the Good News around the globe: today, 2 billion 
Christians out of 6.9 billion on earth. 

-‐ Set up hospitals and clinics.  UMC in Africa: 300 __________ 
to fight malaria. 

-‐ Established schools and colleges. 
-‐ Provide disaster relief. United Methodist Committee on Relief. 

 
Are these greater things than Jesus did?   

-‐ How else would so many have been saved, healed, educated, 
helped if not for the work of the work of God’s people, the 
church? 

 
You don’t need to be a Christian ________  ________ to reach 
thousands for Christ.   
-‐ The key is to make a difference in the lives of one or two or a 

few. 
-‐ This is what we were made for. 

 
Find your passion for serving: Chariots of Fire 

-‐ Eric Liddell (1902-1945) was a Scottish missionary to China 
and an outstanding athlete. 

-‐ Got noticed by refusing to compete in Sunday races during 
1924 World Olympic Games in Paris, France. 

-‐ “God made me for a purpose; but he also made me fast.  And 
when I run, I feel his pleasure.” 

 
God has gifted us for service.  Have you found your ____________? 
 
If you want to know more: 
Carol Cartmill & Yvonne Gentile, Serving from the Heart, Finding 
Your Gifts and Talents for Service, Updated Edition, 2011. 
“Spiritual Gifts,” The United Methodist Church, article on internet, 
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/spiritual-gifts.  
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