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shiny gods: Be Faithful, Save and Give 

2 Corinthians 9:6-12 
A Sermon by Rev. Bob Kells 

Based on the book shiny gods by Mike Slaughter 

 

This morning’s message is the second in a two part series on keeping our 

priorities—especially our financial priorities—straight with God.   

Last week, I talked about the problem of the idols—those things that distract us 

from our primary relationship in life, which is our relationship with God.  When 

we get distracted by the shiny gods: 

- We lose sight of our first love—God. 

- We buy into the values of our consumerist society and chase after the latest 

and greatest stuff—stuff we don’t really need and can’t really afford.  That’s 

what sends us into debt. 

- We accumulate for ourselves treasures on earth, which means we aren’t 

living by God’s kingdom priorities.  God knows this is a problem for us.  As 

we heard from Matthew’s Gospel, “where your treasure is, there your heart 

will be also” (Matthew 6;21). 

So if our hearts are set on the things of this world, we’ll accumulate treasures here.  

But if we keep God’s priorities clearly in focus, we’ll have a different point of 

view about worldly wealth.  We’ll understand that: 

- Work is God’s means of providing for our needs, not debt. 

- We don’t work for the income, we work for the outcome, which is finding 

significance by serving God’s Creation. 

- Financial freedom and abundant life are the results of life practices that are 

aligned with God’s word. 

Today’s scripture lesson contains some clear guidance on saving and giving. 

Background: In this passage, the Apostle Paul is writing to the church in Corinth 

(which is in Greece), encouraging them to give generously to the church in Judea.  

There was a famine in Judea and many of the churches there were struggling to 
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meet the needs of people in their communities.  So Paul asked for money to send to 

the struggling churches. 

In doing this, Paul made it very clear that our purpose in life is to be a blessing to 

others.  Mike Slaughter, senior pastor at Ginghamburg UMC in Ohio, describes it 

this way:  “We are to be the channel through which God’s blessings and 

redemptive intentions flow to the world.”1 

God blesses us so that we can be a blessing to others. 

John Wesley was the founder of the Methodist movement in England in the 18th 

Century.  He gave three principles on how to use money that still apply today, and 

they’re very east to remember: 

“Earn all you can, save all you can, give all you can.” 

If you remember nothing else from today’s message, remember this simple phrase. 

“Earn all you can, save all you can, give all you can.” 

All three of these principles are contained in today’s lesson: 

Earn all you can.  In 2 Corinthians 9:10 we hear these words: “he who supplies 

seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of 

seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness.”  God supplies seed—God 

does not print money or make it grow on trees.  God gives us seed in the form of 

gifts, talents and abilities we already possess.  It’s up to us to use them.  Now if 

you don’t think you’re talented, think again.  God made you.  You are fearfully and 

wonderfully made.  You have unique gifts that need to be treated like seeds.  And 

the more you use your seeds (talents, gifts, abilities), the more return you will get 

come harvest time.  Sow generously, reap generously.  You get out of your work 

what you put into it.  But remember: the reason for work is not mainly the income, 

it’s to fulfill God’s outcome.2 

                                                 
1 Mike Slaughter, shiny gods, (Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 2013), 74-75. 
2 Ibid., 79. 
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Save all you can.  We’re listening to Paul speak to an agrarian society, one that 

understands the natural rhythms of planting and harvesting.  In this kind of society, 

you can’t eat your entire harvest.  If you do, you won’t have any seed for planting 

next season.  No seed, no harvest.  On top of that, the farmer had to think about 

times of famine—sometimes dry seasons and extra hot summers meant small 

harvests—or maybe none at all.  What’s a farmer to do?  Save for these rough 

times in the good years.  The same principle applies in our information age society.  

The economy moves in cycles of booms and busts, good times and bad.  During 

the last economic boom, in 2005, American spent $1.22 for every dollar they 

made.3  That’s not saving, that’s going into debt.  We can’t assume our incomes 

will always rise—they could go down before they go back up.  We never know 

what the future will bring.  So we need to prepare for it by saving what we can 

now.  In the book of Genesis we learned about the time Joseph created a plan to 

save grain for a seven year long drought that hit Egypt.  Saving is a biblical 

principal.  Going into debt is not. 

Give all you can.  I said earlier that our purpose in life is to be a channel through 

which God’s blessings flow to others.  Picking up with Paul again in 2 Corinthians 

9:11: “You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous in every 

way.  Such generosity produces thanksgiving to God through us.”  God supplies 

the seed—our talents, gifts and abilities.  It’s up to us to make the best use of that 

seed so that God’s redemptive work is done in the world.  Why is giving so 

important?   

- It’s important because it is in the nature of God.  God gave us life and a 

glorious Creation to sustain that life.  When human beings ruined God’s 

initial plan for Creation, God sent Jesus so that all who believe in him will 

                                                 
3 Ibid., 81. 
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have eternal life.  God gave everything—his own son from his own heart.  

God intends for us to reflect that same kind of love into the lives of others.   

- Giving is a spiritual exercise.  It allows us to do a work out that moves us in 

the direction God wants us to go.  Giving makes us more like Jesus.  It’s also 

good for us overall.  There are studies that show people who give of their 

time and money are healthier than those who don’t.  Maybe this is one of the 

reasons Jesus said it is more blessed to give than to receive. 

- God releases heaven’s resources through God’s people when we give.  

There’s only one place in the Bible where God made provisions appear and 

that was in the Exodus story.  When the people of Israel needed food, God 

provided quail for meat and manna for bread.  This provision stopped as 

soon as they reached the Promised Land.  The rest of the time, God uses the 

resources we bring to the table to bless others.  In the Gospel of Mark, Jesus 

was teaching thousands of people on a hillside.  When it got late, his 

disciples came to him and said “This is an isolated place, and it’s already 

late in the day.  Send them away so that they can go to the surrounding 

countryside and villages and buy something to eat for themselves.”  Jesus 

said to them “You give them something to eat.”  The disciples had five 

loaves of bread and two fish.  Jesus blessed them, the disciples distributed 

them, and over 5,000 people were fed.  When we let go of what we’re 

holding and give it to God, God gives it back so we can release it to bless 

others.4 

The story of the loaves and fishes demonstrates an important biblical principle: 

God’s blessing and our giving are interconnected.   

We hear that again in 2nd Corinthians: “Whoever sows sparingly will also reap 

sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously” (2 Corinthians 

9:6).   

When we give, it demonstrates our faith.  It says we don’t just in believe God, we 

believe God and God’s promises that he will provide for our needs, and then 

some.5 

                                                 
4 Ibid., 92-93. 
5 Ibid., 95. 
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Giving generously from the heart doesn’t just happen.  It takes intentionality and 

planning.  In order to give generously, we need to live below our means.  One 

model for doing this is called the 10-10-80 plan.  With this plan: 

- The first 10 percent of everything that comes into our hands, we give to 

God.  This demonstrates our faith and gratitude for all God is doing for us.  

(The net/gross question). 

- The second 10 percent we save for the future.  That means retirement and 

unforeseen expenses.  (If you can save more than 10 percent, do it). 

- The 80 percent that’s left over is what we live on.6 

This is a good plan to live by but it may take time to get there. 

If you’re not quite ready to tithe—maybe you have some debts to pay off first—

then try giving proportionally.  (Reference the chart, find where you can start, 

commit to stepping up by 1 percentage point per year). 

And as we think ahead to the future, don’t forget there are ways to give to God 

even after we’re gone.  Some people plan to tithe out of their estate, or a portion of 

it, and include this in their will.  Doing this provides for the future of God’s church 

out of the provisions God has given us in this life. 

Here’s what all this is leading up to: we are designed to be the producers of God’s 

blessings in the lives of others, not simply the consumers of stuff.  There’s nothing 

new about this.   

In the Book of Genesis we read about Abram, who was living in Mesopotamia 

(modern day Iraq).  God called to him and told him to leave his country and his kin 

behind to a land God would show him.  God said to Abram: “I will make of you a 

great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a 

blessing…and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed” (Genesis 12:2-

3).   

And Abram did. 

                                                 
6 Ibid., 95-96, 127-133. 



6 

 

And God kept his promise. 

All who follow God—who leave behind their own land and follow God’s 

priorities—are called to be agents of blessing, just like Abram/Abraham. 

Abram’s response is an example of radical faith and trust in the God we know 

through Jesus Christ. 

And our response should be the same. 

Earn all you can, save all you can, give all you can. 

Do this, and all we give will become a blessing to others. 

Amen. 


