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“Five Top Parables: The Extravagant Sower” 
Matthew 13:1-9, 19-23 

A Sermon by Rev. Bob Kells 
 
This morning we continue our sermon series on the parables of Jesus.  Each week, 

we are looking at these familiar stories from a slightly different angle than what we 

might have heard before. 

This morning we turn to the parable of the Extravagant Sower. 

As the story opens, Jesus goes out of the house he is staying in and sits by the sea 

to teach.  There are so many people there, he gets into a boat and sits offshore a 

little ways so they can hear better. 

And then he tells a story about a man who went out to sow his seed. 

This would have been a very common scene for people in Jesus’ day—a farmer 

going out to plant seeds. 

With all the farms around us, it may be a familiar scene for most of us here as well. 

And as the sower sows, the seed lands on different types of soil: the hardened soil 

of a well-worn path, rocky soil, soil filled with thorns and, finally, good, clean soil. 

This sower doesn’t seem too concerned about where his seed lands. 

Now there were other places in the Middle East during Bible times where certain 

crops were planted more carefully and you didn’t waste as much seed. 

But this age old method of sowing and then plowing the seeds under was the best 
for that particular crop in that time and place. 
When we hear this story, we usually equate the different varieties of soil with 

different types of people.  That is certainly what Jesus had in mind as he 

interpreted the parable for his hearers. 

But there is another angle from which to view this parable and that is to think of 

the soil not as different types of people, but of every person—all of us. 

Put another way: Each of us, at one time or another in our lives, has 

experienced being the path, the rocky soil, the thorns and the good soil. 
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This is what J. Ellsworth Kalas suggests in his book Parables From the Backside.  

He calls this the “seasons of the soil.”1   

It’s an appropriate metaphor.   

After all, we learn from Genesis that we are made from the dust of the earth, and 

we will return to that dust eventually.  But God breathed life into us, a life that 

makes us soil that is ready to receive the eternal message of God’s love. 

Kalas suggests Jesus’ message in this parable points to four different seasons of the 

soil of our souls that we experience in our lives: 

- The season of the path.  Jesus said the seed that falls along the path does not 
have a chance to take root.  The soil is too hard and the birds come and eat 
it.  He explained: “When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does 
not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the 
heart” (Matt 13:18).  This is a season of not understanding.  Sometimes it’s 
due to things going on in our lives.  Maybe it’s a result of being hardened or 
disappointed by some difficult situations we go through.  Or maybe this 
season comes at a time when we just aren’t ready to hear the Word.  
Although the season of not understanding can come at any time, it seems 
particularly common in childhood.  There are many things about God and 
life that we just don’t get when we are young.  But that doesn’t mean we 
shouldn’t sow some seeds in this season.  That’s why we have Sunday 
School and children’s messages during worship.  We’re sowing seeds.  They 
won’t all make sense right now.  But a seed sown in the season of the path 
still could make an impression that will be stored away, only to come back 
later on. 

- The season of rocky ground. Jesus explained this time as when a person 
receives the word with joy: “yet such a person has no root, but endures only 
for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, 
that person immediately falls away” (Matt 13:21).  We’re talking about 
shallow soil here.  This is the soil of short-lived enthusiasm for the Word.  
Now there are some people who live their entire lives like this; they remain 

                                                
1 J. Ellsworth Kalas, Parables From the Backside, Bible Stories With a Twist, (Nashville: Abingdon 
Press, 1992), 32-40. 
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shallow, bouncing from one interest to the next.  But each of us has this 
season in our own lives.  It could come at any time but the teenage years 
seem to be the period when we are most like this kind of soil.  This is mainly 
due to human nature.  Puberty dictates that our bodies grow and our minds 
go in different directions, often all at the same time.  In the parable, Jesus 
referred to persecutions as the reason some people fall away from the Word.  
Today, we don’t have persecutions to contend with, but we have plenty of 
distractions that make it really hard for us to stay committed to anything for 
long.  The youth culture of today generates some new trend every 15 
minutes (or is it 15 seconds now)?  This is not the kind of environment that’s 
conducive to good growth.  And yet, growth is possible.  For it’s in our 
teenage years that most of us make some big decisions: like committing our 
lives to Christ.  That’s what confirmation is about in the church.  We may go 
on from there to other interests, but people who make this commitment 
during this season frequently return to following Jesus later on. 

- The season of the soil we really need to watch out for is the season of the 
thorns.  As Jesus said, this is the time when we hear “the word, but the cares 
of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing” 
(Matt 13:22).  The thorns are a threat to our soil at any time in life, but most 
especially during our middle years (20 to 45), when we are most concerned 
about career, family, and finances.  All of us can relate to this season.  There 
are lots of things going on that can distract us from responding to God’s 
Word.  But note that Jesus gives us only two options in this soil: seeds and 
weeds.  There is no room for anything else that might be nice to plant in our 
garden.  These words may seem harsh but elsewhere Jesus warned us to be 
ready to hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, and 
our own life in order to become true disciples.  In other words, to keep our 
family and our own lives, we need to get our priorities straight.  “Seek first 
the kingdom of God,” Jesus tells us, “and all this will be given to you” 
(Matthew 6:33).  There is an irony at work here, too, in the thorny soil.  The 
thorns grow along with the seed.  That means the soil is basically good soil.  
We’re at our best, capable of great productivity in the thorny soil, but we can 
be easily overcome by the weeds. 

- The season of good soil.  It’s harder to say when we are experiencing such a 
season—in fact, we may recognize it only after the fact, or not at all.  Most 
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of us feel like we never have this productive time for our souls. We might 
feel more like George McDonald, a 19th poet who greatly influenced C. S. 
Lewis.  McDonald thought his own soil was utterly hopeless: “My soul is a 
poor land,” he wrote, “plenteous in dearth—Here blades of grass, there a 
small herb for food.”  And he described his soul as “A nothing that would be 
something if it could.”2  I can identify with this sense of paltry spiritual 
growth at times in my own life.  How about you?  But if you feel this way 
about your soul, do not fear—there is hope.  Jesus said we are capable of 
producing a good yield: 30, 60 or even 100 fold.  And this is where the 
author of Parables From the Backside provides a key insight on this parable 
when he writes: “I believe there are seasons in the soil of the soul…I dare 
not…give up hope for any soil…That’s why it is so important for us to know 
the potential of the soil of our souls, and to know that we are fully able to 
bring forth abundantly for the Eternal Farmer.”3   

Let me return to that Eternal Farmer for a moment. 

Why did I call the sower in the story extravagant? 

His method of sowing seed was wasteful. 

He wasted a lot of it by broadcasting the seeds with a great flinging motion of his 

arm.  Many of them fell into unproductive soil …to which we should say: thank 

God. 

For God, as the sower of the seeds, wants to give them every opportunity to grow.   

God is not concerned that some seed falls in bad soil.   

Who knows, maybe some will take root. 

Who knows, maybe a few seeds will make it, even in the worst soil around. 
So God does not hold back. 

God sows generously, lavishly, extravagantly;  

in every season of our lives;  

to give every person an opportunity for the seed of God’s Word to take root and to 

grow. 
                                                
2 George McDonald, Diary of an Old Soul (Minneapolis: Augsburg, 1975), 17.  Quoted in Kalas, 38. 
3 Kalas, 39. 
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God never holds back, and God never gives up—on anyone. 

And neither should we. 

We cannot tell what season of the soul another person is in; no matter how rough 

around the edges they may be, no matter how quiet and unassuming, or loud and 

boisterous their behavior. 

Our only response should be to love them as God loves them. 

With mercy, and grace, and patience—yes, especially patience. 

For the Eternal Farmer, that is the key to the hundredfold crop of the soul. 

Amen. 


