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“5 Top Parables: The Good Samaritan” 
Luke 10:25-37 

A Sermon by Rev. Bob Kells 
 
This morning we begin a sermon series that takes a look at some of the most 

familiar and best-loved stories Jesus told.  These stories are the parables; 

simple stories using common, everyday images of people, places and things, 

that teach a lesson. 

Most of these stories are very familiar to us. 

- There’s the story of the prodigal son, who wastes away his inheritance 
and comes crawling back to his father, only to find his father running 
to meet him.  This reminds us that God is always ready to welcome 
home his lost children, no matter what they’ve done. 

I’m sure we all have our favorite parables and I’d love to cover them all.  

But since I can’t do that, I’ve selected five that are familiar and that have 

some interesting things to tell us about God, and ourselves. 

Because these are familiar stories, most of us already have some conclusions 

about the meaning they hold for us and for our faith. 

But God’s Word never exhausted in one reading.   

It is always new, always fresh, always challenging us with its deep meaning 

that aims to transform us into the people God intends us to become. 

For this series, I want to come at these stories from a slightly different angle. 

We usually hear these stories from the viewpoint of familiar characters, 

mainly the ones we want to be like.   

But what if we look at the story from another point of view? 

In today’s story about the Good Samaritan, we hear about a young lawyer 

who wants to put Jesus to the test.  So he asks Jesus what he has to do to 

inherit eternal life. 
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Jesus asks him what the Scriptures say about this, and the man replies: “You 

shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 

with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as 

yourself.” 

Jesus tells the man he has answered well and to do this in order to live. 

But this answer isn’t enough for the man.   

After all, he is a lawyer—a theologian, actually, because the law in question 

is God’s law not civil law.  Lawyers are nothing if not nit-picky when it 

comes to language. 

And Jesus’ answer leaves open a lot of questions, maybe some of the same 

questions we would want to ask if we were in his position: 

- “So, Jesus, the neighbor you refer to.  You mean someone just next 
door or across the street, right?” 

- “My neighbors are good Jewish men and women.  They’re just like 
me.  So I should love all Jewish neighbors.” 

- “Come to think of it, Jesus, this is a small town.  I’m related to lots of 
my neighbors.  They’re family.  So when I love my neighbors, I’m 
really loving my family.” 

So he tests Jesus further by asking “Who is my neighbor?” 

And Jesus answers with a story that is familiar to Christians, Jews and non-

religious people alike. 

The main point of the story is pretty clear: the neighbor is the one who 

stopped to take care of the man who was robbed, beaten and left for dead. 

Even the lawyer had to admit, probably with a mix of reluctance and disgust, 

that it was “the one who showed him mercy” who was the neighbor in this 

case. 

Now when we hear this story we tend to cheer for the Samaritan because he 

did the right thing.  And one of the points Jesus was making here is that 
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people who believe in God’s Word should strive to do the right thing, even 

when it means going out of our way; crossing social, economic, and cultural 

boundaries; and, even if it means putting ourselves at some risk. 

This is one of the lessons Jesus was trying to convey. 

But there is another way to look at the story and that’s from the perspective 

of the man who was injured.   

What would it be like to be the one receiving help? 

How would it feel receiving help from a Samaritan? 

To begin with, you’d think the man would be glad to be alive and to have 

someone help heal his wounds and provide him a place to recover. 

But this man was a Samaritan, and Jews and Samaritans did not talk to each 

other much less help one another out. 

Maybe you’ve heard the phrase “I’d rather die first…” or used it yourself. 

Lots of people use these words to say how strongly they feel about 

something. 

Maybe the injured man felt some of this too.  “What’s this, a Samaritan has 

stopped to help me?  I’d rather die than get help from the likes of him.” 

J. Ellsworth Kalas is a professor of preaching at Asbury Theological 
Seminary in Lexington, Kentucky.  He tells a story in his book 
Parables From the Backside about a time when he was running late 
for a meeting with a friend in Cincinnati, Ohio, when his car ran out 
of gas in a sleazy part of town.  Across the street from him sat two 
men who, he learned, worked in an adults-only show house.  They 
came over to him and offered to help.  One man siphoned some gas 
out of his own car and gave it to Kalas so he could reach a gas station.  
Rev. Kalas offered to pay them and even buy them breakfast, but the 
two men refused.  As they walked away, one of the men said, “This is 
just the sort of thing someone ought to do for a fellow.” 

This story tells us a couple of things: 
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- For one, sometimes God has a sense of humor when it comes to 

sending help.  Just when we have our minds made up about the type 

of people who ought to be “Good Samaritans,” God sends us someone 

else.  Just when we’re sure any one group of people as a class are 

worthless, God may just show us otherwise. 

- And that’s the main point.  As Kalas puts it in his book, “The Good 

Samaritan so often is bad news to our preferences and prejudices. 

Who is our neighbor today?   

Who does not fit our stereotype of what the “Good Samaritan” ought to look 

like? 

Who, in the story, would be “bad news to our preferences and prejudices” 

today? 

A man was driving down from Thurmont to Frederick, and fell into 
the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, stole his car, and 
drove off, leaving him half dead.  Now by chance a United Methodist 
pastor was going down that road; and when he saw the man, he passed 
by on the other side.  So likewise a lay speaker, when she came to the 
place and saw him, passed by on the other side.  But an illegal 
immigrant, one without any working papers, while traveling came 
near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity.  He went to 
him with a first aid kit and bandaged his wounds.  Then he put him in 
the back of his pick up truck, brought him to a motel, and took care of 
him.  The next day he took out two hundred dollars, gave it to the 
motel manager and said, “take care of him; and when I come back, I 
will repay you whatever more you spend.” 

Jesus’ question still stands: who do you think was a neighbor to the man 

who fell into the hands of the robbers? 

The answer is the same: the one who showed him mercy. 

God challenges us to overcome our preferences and prejudices. 

The one who helps us may be someone we least expect. 
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It’s not always the person who has the “Honk if you love Jesus” bumper 

sticker on their car. 

Our help may come from a totally unexpected place. 

When it does, let us pray for to God help us overcome our preferences and 

prejudices and accept the grace and mercy offered by God’s Eternal 

Samaritan.  He is the One who always stops, always offers God’s grace and 

mercy, even when we think we don’t need it and would rather help 

ourselves. 

Especially when we think we don’t need God’s help and would rather help 

ourselves. 

Amen. 

 

 

 


