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“Refresh: The Spirit-Driven Future” 
Acts 1:6-16 

A Sermon by Rev. Bob Kells 
 

The title of my message this morning is the “Spirit-Driven Future.”  It’s the fifth 

part of a six-part series entitled “Refresh,” which takes a look at the work of the 

Holy Spirit in the life of the Church. 

In previous weeks, we’ve looked at how the Spirit was at work in the early Church 

at Pentecost, in the life of a faithful believer (Stephen), and in the witness of the 

Apostle Paul during his visit to Athens. 

This week, we change our focus a bit and look at the Spirit’s role in the church’s 

future. 

You know, we human beings have a fascination with the future.  In fact, there’s a 

cottage industry of “futurists” who study current trends in an effort to make 

projections about the future.  This can be a big aid to business and governments, 

when the projections are right.  Some of their projections about big trends can be 

pretty good.  But more often than not, predicting the future doesn’t work out so 

well. 

Consider these statements about the future: 

- In 1926, the man who invented the cathode ray tube which was the basis for 
television sets said: “Theoretically, television may be feasible, but I consider 
it an impossibility—a development which we should waste little time 
dreaming about.” (Lee de Forest) 

- In 1943, during the Second World War, Thomas J. Watson was the 
Chairman of the Board of IBM.  When asked about the future of the 
computer he said: “I think there is a world market for about five computers.” 
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- And finally, in 1962, an expert from one of the music recording companies 
had this to say about a band from the UK: “We don’t think the Beatles will 
do anything in their market.  Guitar groups are on their way out.”1 

What this tells us is that as a race, human beings are really bad about predicting 

what the future will hold. 

But that doesn’t stop us from being interested in it. 

The same thing was true for the disciples of Jesus, as we learn in today’s reading 

from the first chapter of Acts. 

To set the stage: 

- Jesus was raised from the dead on Easter.  In today’s passage we learn Jesus 
continued to appear to the disciples and to teach them for 40 days.   

- At the end of that time, Jesus prepared to depart in order to fulfill his 
promise that God would send a counselor, the Holy Spirit, to guide the 
disciples into the future (John 14:25).  

- And the first question they ask Jesus is this: “Lord, is this the time when you 
are going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” (Acts 1:6). 

Now, the disciples had just spent 40 days with Jesus, learning more about the 
scriptures.  You would think they would have some idea about what was going on, 
and what was coming next.   
You would think Jesus had already gone over that part of the course outline with 

them: see under “next steps for disciples.”  Apparently they weren’t listening when 

Jesus covered that part of the lesson. 

They were clearly looking for the restoration of a political kingdom on earth, one 

that would be free from Roman rule. 

But that’s not the kingdom Jesus had been telling them about all along. 

- God’s kingdom is a kingdom of the spirit, a kingdom of the heart, a kingdom 
of God’s justice and God’s mercy. 

                                                
1 “Future,” Sermon Illustrations.com, article on internet, http://www.sermonillustrations.com/a-z/f/future.htm, 
accessed 26 May 2014. 
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- Jesus had told them before they would have to lose their lives in order to 
save them, now he explains that they had to give up their dreams of an 
earthly kingdom in order to gain the promise of God’s kingdom.  

- God’s kingdom will come but it will be through the work of Jesus.  It won’t 
take believers out of this world; it will come by transforming this world to 
bring this Creation into the presence and rule of heaven.2 

Jesus’ tells them not to worry about the timing of the kingdom’s coming.  That’s 

up to God.   

The disciples don’t need to sweat the details on this. 

But the future is still out there and they still want to know—what comes next? 

After this, we get three statements about the future; two by Jesus and one by men 

in white robs, who we take to be angels. 

- “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you” (Acts 
1:8).  About two weeks ago, I woke up in the dark, as I suspect a lot of us 
did.  The power was off.  As far as I could tell, it had gone off between 3 and 
4 in the morning.  No power meant no TV, a cold breakfast, and the fastest 
shower possible while the hot water tank still had some hot water.  But the 
biggest impact was no computer.  That meant I couldn’t do my work. 
Without power, our information-age lives come to an abrupt halt.  The same 
is true for the Church.  The Holy Spirit provides God’s power to accomplish 
God’s work in the world.  Without it, we are helpless.  Without it, we get the 
equivalent of a spiritual cold shower.  Jesus promised that in the Spirit-
driven future, the disciples would receive God’s power to accomplish 
the renewing and refreshing work God has in mind for them. 

- “You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).  The Holy Spirit gives the church the 
power to witness about Jesus Christ.  The Spirit empowers the Church to be 
Christ’s witnesses throughout the entire world.  But when we hear that word 
“witness” right away, we get uncomfortable.  And we think: “That means I 
gotta preach at someone.”  But that’s not what witnessing is about.  
Witnessing is just telling about what we have seen.  Witnessing means 

                                                
2 Tom Wright, Acts for Everyone, Part One, Chapters 1-12, (Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 2008), 
7-8. 
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sharing with other people what Christ has done for us.  There was a movie a 
few years ago (2004) called “Shall We Dance.”  In it, one of the characters 
says witnessing is the main purpose of a relationship.  In talking about 
marriage, she says that to love someone is to be a witness to that person’s 
life.  It’s to make sure the person’s life does not go unnoticed.  It is to see 
another person’s life and to say: “Your life matters because you matter to 
me.”  Can we tell others that Jesus matters to us?  Jesus told us to love our 
neighbors as ourselves.  Showing that love means bearing witness to what 
Jesus has done for us and for the lives of all of God’s people.  In the Spirit-
driven future, we need to live as if all people matter equally to God so 
that no one’s life goes unnoticed.3 

- “This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the 
same way as you saw him go into heaven” (Acts 1;11).  This part of the 
lesson is rich with symbolism.  Jesus has just ascended to heaven and two 
men in white robes (angels) tell them that Jesus will come again in the same 
way.  The ascension fills in the gap in the story between the Resurrection of 
Jesus and the promise he will come again.  One of our historic confessions is 
the mystery of faith: “Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come 
again.”  Christ had to go somewhere in order to come back, and that 
somewhere was heaven—which we think of as God’s dimension.  The 
ascension represents Christ taking the throne as King of God’s Creation.  
From there, Christ gives the power of the Spirit to the church for ministering 
to God’s people.  One day, Christ will return when the dimension of heaven 
and the dimension of earth are brought together once and for all into a new 
heaven and a new earth—a new Creation.  Until then, we live in the 
meantime, a time when God’s reign has not come fully on earth.  In the 
Spirit-driven future, the Holy Spirit empowers us to live in the 
meantime, until Christ comes again. 

 

                                                

3 “Acts 1:6-11,” Lectionary Helps, General Board of Discipleship, United Methodist Church, article online, 
http://www.gbod.org/lead-your-church/lectionary-planning-helps/ascension-sunday-seventh-sunday-of-easter, 
accessed 26 May 2014. 



5 
 

This is the Spirit-driven future.  It’s a time and place where the Holy Spirit 

empowers believers to: 

- Help renew and refresh God’s good Creation. 

- Witness to the reality of God’s love in Jesus Christ. 

- Live in the meantime, until Christ comes again. 

And you know what?   

The Spirit-driven future is now.   

Now is the time to live into these promises. 

Now is the time to open ourselves to the leading of God’s Holy Spirit.   

We can do this by following the example of the first disciples, by devoting 

ourselves to prayer, asking God to guide us toward the future he has in mind for us, 

both as individuals (what plan do you have for my life, Lord?) and as the church 

(what do you want us to do together?)   

PRAY 

Amen. 

 

 


