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“Refresh: The Spirit-Driven Life” 
Acts 7:55-60 

A Sermon by Rev. Bob Kells 
 
This week we continue our sermon series on the work of the Holy Spirit 

called “Refresh.”  

The main idea behind this series is that God has begun to refresh and 

renew God’s Creation by raising Jesus of Nazareth from the grave.  We 

were made in God’s image; but that image has been marred, disfigured 

by sin.  But God is restoring the image of God in us through the Holy 

Spirit so that we can be the Body of Christ in and for the world.  

Last week, we looked at the first followers of Jesus as they gathered 
together in the Temple in Jerusalem in the days following Pentecost.   
And we marveled at the sense of community they demonstrated by the 
way they cared for each other and for anyone who came to them.  This 
was the Spirit-driven church, given to us as a gift from God to build a 
holy community based on God’s loving presence. 

This week, we look at the Spirit-driven life, and we begin by reflecting on 

the dangerous job of waiting tables. 

Most of us don’t think of waiting tables as a particularly dangerous 
occupation.1  I’ve held a number of jobs in my lifetime, and a couple 
of them involved some danger.  About 30 years ago, I was in the 
Army.  By definition, that involves some danger—the risk of getting 
shot at on a battlefield.  I was never sent into a combat zone during the 
years I was on active duty.  We trained for it a lot, but I was never 
deployed overseas.   
Later on, I worked for the federal government at the Pentagon.  Being 
at the headquarters of our nation’s defense system did not seem to me 
like it would be a dangerous job.  Commuting into work everyday 
held some risk—but it was pretty low—and there was always a 

                                                
1 Scott Bader Saye, “Sticks and Stones,” The Christian Century, April 10-17, 2002, p. 16, article on 
internet, http://www.religion-online.org/showarticle.asp?title=2243, accessed 14 May 2014. 
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chance I’d get a paper cut at the office.  But I never thought of it as a 
dangerous occupation.  Until 9/11.  Then we all learned something 
about the dangers posed by religiously-motivated terrorists. 
Now that I’m a pastor, once again, I’m not seeing a whole lot of 
danger in what I do.  Oh, I may say some things that people don’t like 
from time to time; but I’m not seeing this as a vocation that poses a lot 
of physical danger. 
Until I think about the story of Stephen. 

Stephen waited tables.   

To understand how he got there, we need a little background.  So let’s look 

back to the very early days of the church—the days right after Pentecost—

the time when God’s Holy Spirit was poured out on the disciples. 

- According to Luke writing in Acts, there were about 120 disciples at 
this time.  All of these disciples came from Palestine; many were from 
Galilee, where Jesus lived.  They spoke Aramaic. 

- Now, on the Day of Pentecost, around 3,000 people came to believe in 
Jesus as God’s Messiah, the one who was going to set the world right.  
They became part of the church.  All of them were Jews but most of 
them were not from Palestine.  They came from places in what is 
today Syria, Turkey, Cyprus and northern Africa.  Unlike the 120 
disciples, these new disciples spoke Greek. 

- There’s one more group of people we need to know about: the 12 
Apostles.  The word “apostle” comes from the Greek word apostolos, 
which means “messenger” or “envoy.”2  The apostles were the main 
leaders in the church.  At that time, the apostles consisted of the 11 
original disciples who were with Jesus.3  A 12th apostle, Matthais, was 
chosen to take the place of Judas Iscariot, who betrayed Jesus (Acts 
1:26). 

With this huge growth in the church, the apostles were faced with a problem: 

how do we care for all these new followers of Jesus?   
                                                
2 “Apostle (Christian),” Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia, article on internet, 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apostle_(Christian), accessed 16 May 2014. 
3 Peter, James, John, Andrew, Philip, Thomas, Bartholomew, Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, Simon 
the zealot and Judas the son of James.   
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As we are told, people were sharing food, clothing, anything they needed to 

survive.  But some of the Greek-speaking followers claimed they weren’t 

getting their fair share from the Aramaic speaking disciples. 

So to free themselves for teaching and preaching and to ensure the food was 

handed out fairly, the Apostles allowed the church to choose seven men who 

would hand out the food. 

Seven men, all Greek speakers, were chosen for the job.  They took care of 

the people while the Apostles did the preaching and the teaching.   

And among the seven was a man name Stephen4 (Acts 6:5). 

So that’s how Stephen got his job waiting tables and taking care of the poor, 

the widows and the orphans. 

But there was something about Stephen that made him stand out from the 

rest; something about the way he did his job that made him more than your 

average waiter at the local Denny’s Restaurant. 

That something was his Spirit-driven life.   

As Luke describes him, Stephen was “a man endowed by the Holy Spirit 

with exceptional faith” (Acts 6:5).   

Not only that but he “stood out among the believers for the way God’s grace 

was at work in his life…” 

Do you hear that?  Exceptional faith and grace. 

That was the key. 

Those were gifts from the Holy Spirit.  They were given to Stephen so that 

he could serve God’s people. 

And as a result, we are told that Stephen “…was doing great wonders among 

the people” (Acts 6:8). 

                                                
4 Stephen, Philip Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, Nicolaus from Antioch. 
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But there was another result of these gifts, one that put Stephen on the same 

road that Jesus took.   

When we hear the description of Stephen’s death, we hear an echo of the 

death of Jesus: “…and with a loud shout all rushed together against him.  

Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the 

witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul.  While they 

were stoning Stephen, he prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’  Then he 

knelt down and cried in a loud voice, ‘Lord, do not hold this sin against 

them.’  When he had said this, he died” (Acts 7:55-60). 

In this way, Stephen became the first martyr of the church. 

He wasn’t one of the original disciples. 

He wasn’t an apostle. 

He was a man who was content to wait tables for the people of God.   

But he lived in an extraordinary way because by faith, he opened his life 

to the leading of God’s Spirit. 

This is the most important takeaway for us today. 

Stephen opened himself to the leading of the Spirit, and he never looked 

back.  As a result, he did remarkable things for God. 

We can have the same kind of life as Stephen—one that makes God’s 

redemptive love a reality—when we open our lives to the leading of God’s 

Holy Spirit. 

Now it’s very unlikely we will experience the kind of persecution Stephen 

and other church leaders faced, but we have challenges of our own.   

- We live in the midst of a materialistic, consumer-driven society.  How 
do we respond to a world that worships the small “g” gods of power, 
money and pleasure?  Do we know when to say enough is enough, 
and then find ways to help our neighbor who has less?   
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- What about the times when the priorities of the state run counter to the 
teaching of the Gospel?  Are we prepared to stand up and say “that’s 
not God’s way” while the world around us is rushing toward war?  Or 
when the laws of our land preserve injustice and fail to protect the 
most vulnerable among us—are we ready to stand with the oppressed 
and say “that’s not God’s way?”  

Living the Spirit-driven life means our lives will look different than the lives 

of other people around us because our priorities will be different.   

Will they notice the difference? 

There’s a hymn most of us know that says: “And they’ll know we are 

Christians by our love…yes they’ll know that we are Christians by our 

love.”  

How about: “Will they know we are Christians by our lives…yes they’ll 

know that we are Christians by our lives.” 

Will anyone notice the difference? 

Only if we live by a radical faith in God’s promises and a display of the 

grace-full living that is made possible by Jesus Christ. 

[POSSIBLE PRAYER TO OPEN OUR LIVES TO THE LEDING OF THE 

SPIRIT] 

Amen. 

 


