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“Refresh: The Spirit-Driven Church” 
Acts 2:42-47 

A Sermon by Rev. Bob Kells 
 

They began arriving early in the morning, before the last watch of the 
night had ended.  There were only a few of them at first.  Gathering in 
a small corner of the Temple before the first light of dawn, they began 
to pray.  As the sun rose in the sky, others joined them.  They came 
and went as the day wore on.  They prayed and worshipped and gave 
glory to God.  When their leaders showed up, things really began to 
happen.  Strange things.  Wonderful things.  What must have been 
God things.  That’s the only explanation we could come up with.  
How else to explain what we saw: sick people being made well; lame 
people able to walk again; the hungry fed; the poor given what they 
need to survive.  All this done by people that looked no different than 
anyone else in Jerusalem.  And yet, they were different.  These people 
had an air of confidence, as if they knew exactly what they were 
about.  As though they knew precisely what their lives were made for.  
They were filled with joy…and compassion; compassion for one 
another, and for anyone in need.  They were there all day long and 
into the night.  And come the morning, they returned to start the 
process all over again. 

I’ve taken a little bit of license with our scripture lesson from Acts to 

describe what it might have looked like watching the first disciples meet in 

the Temple after Pentecost.  Some license, but not much. 

That’s because the picture we have before us is of a community of people 

who came together in Jerusalem to live out what God was revealing to them. 

They were living out the central message of the Gospel, the message that 

forms the basis for this sermon series: that God has begun to refresh and 

renew God’s Creation by raising Jesus of Nazareth from the grave.  

Through the Holy Spirit, God is restoring the image of God in us so that 

we can be the Body of Christ in and for the world. 
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This is good news; it’s great news! 

It’s the kind of news that means the world will never be the same again.   

God so loved this world that he gave his only Son... 

That’s what is behind this passage—the love of God. 

There are many things we could say about this reading, but I want to 

highlight two: 

The sense of community shared by those first believers who made up the 

church. 

Luke makes it very clear from this ideal description of those first days after 

Pentecost that the community of believers is central to what God was doing. 

This may be hard for us to appreciate some 2,000 years after the fact.   

- It’s harder still for us because individualism is so much a part of our 
society and our national identity.  (Think about action heroes, John 
Wayne, and the idea that the self-reliant individual is the one we 
should emulate).  These stories and images are a major part of our 
national and cultural heritage.   

- But there’s another stream of stories that feeds our identity, and that’s 
the coming together of communities.  Americans have a history of 
joining together in organizations local, national, and in churches.  
Today, Americans are joining communities of shared interests mainly 
through social media, where you have groups that share common 
ideals and to serve community needs. 

Two streams that feed our identity: the individual and the community spirit. 

Both are part of our heritage. 

Both can do a lot of good.   

Both can generate a kind of excitement. 

But it’s the excitement, and the challenge, of living and working together in 

community that is at the center of Luke’s account from Acts. 
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Where would we look in our world to catch a glimpse of the kind of 

community spirit we see in the early church?  

- We might look to major events in our country’s recent history like 
World War II or the civil rights movement of the 1950s and 60s.  
Those were times when people banded together in a common cause: 
defeating fascism and imperialism in World War II, and fighting for 
equality and justice for people of all races in the struggle for civil 
rights. 

- Closer to home, we might experience a sense of community when we 
take part in a charity walk.  I did a quick search on the internet for 
charity walks in Washington, DC, and found about 20 events 
scheduled for this spring.  Some are well known, like the Susan G. 
Komen Race for the Cure, which took place yesterday to raise money 
to fight breast cancer.  Others are not so well known.  But each of 
these events brings people together in a community, even if it is 
fleeting.  There’s an excitement about being part of something bigger 
than you or me.   

- Church is one of those places where we experience this excitement 
too.  Imagine No Malaria was one of those moments last Sunday.  It 
was exciting for me as your pastor to see so many of you bring your 
loose change forward and pour it into the plastic jar we had up front.  
It was exciting because we know we will make a difference by 
donating even pennies to this cause.  We will save lives that otherwise 
would be lost.  And we are linked together with other people—
strangers to us—who want to make a difference too. 

It should always be this way for the church.   

After all, we are called to take part in God's work of remaking this world, to 

reclaim it for God’s Kingdom. 

We do not do this alone.  We do it by the power of God’s Holy Spirit, living 

in each of us, and living in this community of faith we call church. 

That’s the second remarkable thing about this passage.   
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It’s that the Holy Spirit is not just a gift given to individuals.  The Holy Spirit 

is given for the community of believers. 

Later on, the Apostle Paul would make just this point in his letter to the 

Ephesians when he told them the gifts of the Holy Spirit were given “to 

equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ” 

(Ephesians 4:12). 

This is why we baptize people into faith communities.   

It’s not for the benefit of individuals.   

Instead, individuals are baptized into a community known as the body of 

Christ.   

It’s the community—the body of Christ—that surrounds us to:  

- instruct us in the faith,  
- encourage us to do our best for God,  
- provide for us when we’re in need,  
- and lift us up and walk with us when we fall. 

Above all, it’s the community that gives us hope for the future. 

And we need hope in this world. 

Henri Nouwen was a Dutch Roman Catholic priest and author of many 

books on Christian spirituality.  He wrote:  

“Christian community is the place where we keep the flame of hope 
alive among us…. That is how we dare to say that God is a God of 
love when we see death and destruction and agony all around us. We 
say it together. We affirm it in each other.”1 

That's what the church was called to in those early days after Pentecost.  To 

be the place where hope is kept alive. 

This is what the church is called to in every age, including our own.  

                                                
1 Henri Nouwen, Finding My Way Home, 105.  Quoted in Alan Brehm, “It Takes a Village: Sermon on 
Luke 24:33-35,” The Waking Dreamer, article on internet, 
http://thewakingdreamer.blogspot.com/2011/05/it-takes-village-luke-2433-35-1-some.html, accessed 8 
May 2014. 
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It’s to be a Spirit-driven community of those who are being saved;  

who believe the Messiah is Jesus;  

and, who live by the Spirit of the one true God who is refreshing and 

renewing Creation. 

Amen. 


