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“Refresh: Starting New Again” 
Acts 2:14a, 36-41 

A Sermon by Rev. Bob Kells 
 

This morning’s message is called “Starting New Again.”   

It’s the first in a series of messages called “Refresh,” in which we’ll look at 

the work of God’s Holy Spirit in renewing and refreshing God’s good 

Creation.   

The idea that ties these sermons together comes from the internet.  If 
you’re a regular user of the internet, you know there are times when 
you click on a webpage and the information starts to come up on the 
screen but it doesn’t come in completely.  Something’s wrong with 
the image on your screen; it’s incomplete; or maybe the data is 
corrupted; or maybe the information is out of date, stale, and needs to 
be updated.  When that happens, there’s a little button at the top of the 
screen that you click to “refresh” the page and reload the information 
so you can see what’s supposed to be there—to get the full, complete 
and clear picture. 

I think this provides a way for us to understand the world around us. 

We look around at the problems we face: poverty, crime, violence, abuse.  

And we know there’s something wrong with this picture. 

We know this is not the way the world was meant to be. 

Something has gone wrong with God’s good Creation.   

For as we read in the book of Genesis, human beings were created in the 

image of God; to be stewards of all God created; to reflect the love of God 

into Creation.  (Genesis 1:26-27) 

But this image of God in us has been corrupted by sin. 

Sin is missing the mark.  It’s turning away from the life-giving ways 
of God and turning toward the self-serving, self-destructive behaviors 
we see around us and that we, ourselves, sometimes get caught up in. 

The good news is that God has already acted to set the world right. 
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God has “hit the refresh button” by sending Jesus Christ to deal with sin and 

death once and for all. 

That forms the central idea for this series:  

Jesus Christ is God’s way to “refresh” and “renew” God’s Creation. 

The Holy Spirit—God’s presence in our lives—refreshes the image of 

God in us, so that we can be the body of Christ in and for the world. 

 

With that in mind, let’s look at today’s lesson: The scene is Jerusalem and 

it’s the day of Pentecost, the Jewish festival of first fruits.  Peter and the 

other disciples were meeting together when God’s Holy Spirit came upon 

them.  They spoke praises to God in different languages.  And when people 

asked how this was possible, Peter got up to speak. 

He gave the first sermon of the church.  

The good news is you don’t have to listen to Peter’s whole sermon.  Today’s 

lesson has just the closing line: 

Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God 
has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified 
(Acts 2:36). 

That’s Peter’s conclusion. 

But that’s also a problem.  The problem is what we missed. 

We’re coming in on the tail end of the sermon.  It’s like coming into a 

conversation with a group of people at a party and you hear the last words 

but you don’t know what was said before. 

Many of us are familiar with the movie Forrest Gump, a story about a 
young man of below-average intelligence growing up in Alabama 
beginning in the 1950s.  Forrest was in the Army and went to 
Vietnam.  And there’s one scene in the film where he’s asked to speak 
to a crowd of thousands of Vietnam War protestors on the mall in 
Washington DC.  As he steps up to the microphone and begins to talk, 
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someone cuts the sound.  Forrest keeps talking, but the crowd can’t 
hear him until the sound returns and all we hear him say is: “That’s all 
I have to say about that.” 

That’s where we are with this lesson.   

Peter has a great message (you can read if for yourselves in Acts 2), but we 

come in at the tail end.  When Peter says: “Therefore let the entire house of 

Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, 

this Jesus whom you crucified,” we’re getting the equivalent of “that’s all I 

have to say about that.” 

In a nutshell, this is what Peter’s sermon said:  

- What’s happening now is the fulfillment of God’s promises as spoken 
by the prophets. 

- God promised to set the world to rights by sending the Messiah. 
- The Messiah is Jesus, whom you crucified. 
- But God raised him up to new life, and poured out God’s Holy Spirit 

to dwell with all those who believe in Jesus as Lord and Messiah. 
What Peter did in this sermon was to open the scriptures to his audience, all 

fellow Jews, by proclaiming Jesus as the Messiah they’d been waiting for all 

along. 

This reminds us of another story Luke tells, about a couple of disciples:  

It’s the first day of the week, and they encounter a stranger on the 
road to Emmaus who travels with them for a time.  When the stranger 
asks why they are so sad, they tell him about Jesus, about how he was 
crucified by the Romans, and how that morning several women of 
their group went to the tomb where his body was laid only to find the 
tomb open and the body missing.  “Oh how foolish you are,” said the 
stranger, “and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have 
declared…then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he 
interpreted to them the things about…” the Messiah.  When they got 
to an inn and sat down at table together, the stranger took bread, 
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blessed it, broke it and gave it to the two disciples.  Then they 
recognized him—it was Jesus! (Luke 24:13-35) 

- Jesus opened the scriptures to the disciples so they would understand 
he was the fulfillment of God’s rescue mission for Creation, God’s 
salvation plan for the world. 

- Peter opened the scriptures for his Jewish brothers and sisters so they 
could see the Law and the prophets all pointed to Jesus as the 
Messiah, who came to rescue God’s people. 

This is good news. 

It’s good news because it means God is refreshing and renewing 

Creation.  The agent of this refreshing and renewing is Jesus Christ. 

We need to hear Peter’s sermon as an invitation to his fellow Jews.  It’s an 

invitation to join in God’s rescue mission. 

It’s an invitation to all people everywhere and at all times to join in God’s 

renewing and refreshing work. 

This is accomplished by repenting from sin and acknowledging Jesus as 

Messiah. 

- Repentance means realizing we’re going the wrong way, and that we 
need to turn around and go in another direction altogether. 

- Repentance means changing allegiances from the priorities of this 
world to the priorities of God’s Kingdom. 

- Repentance means seeing a world in suffering and pain; that needs 
renewing and refreshing; and doing something about it. 

And it means accepting God's forgiveness; acknowledging that where we 

were going and what we were doing were not God’s best will for our lives.  

Story: A pastor once asked a group of VBS children what forgiveness 
felt like.  The class of six-year olds looked up at him blankly.  
Suddenly, an expression came over one child’s face.  It was clear that 
an idea had struck.  He smiled knowingly and raised his hand.  “I 
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know what forgiveness feels like,” said the child.  “It feels like it’s 
your birthday.  It feels like you get to start again new.”1 

Through Jesus, our world has a chance to “start again new.” 

Jesus Christ is God’s way to “refresh” and “renew” God’s Creation. 

The Holy Spirit—God’s presence in our lives—refreshes the image of 

God in us, so that we can be the body of Christ in and for the world. 

We’ll explore how the Spirit is driving this work in our lives and in our 

world during the rest of the series. 

Amen. 
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