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Prayer 101: Making the Lord’s Prayer Our Own 
Matthew 6:5-15 

A Sermon by Rev. Bob Kells 
 
I want to thank Bonnie (Michele) and Mark for performing this drama for us 

this morning.  Michele found this on the internet and when I read it, I 

realized it had a lot to say to us about what should happen when we pray—I 

mean, really PRAY—the Lord’s Prayer.  It fits right in with what... 

- I’ve talked a bit over the past few weeks about prayer and about how 
it is God’s gift to us, the way we can talk to God by inviting Jesus into 
our hearts. 

- I also talked about prayer as the way to God’s heart; it’s how we 
become rooted and grounded in the life of God.  Refer to the graphic 
for the series: the more we pray, the deeper our roots grow in our love 
for God; and the deeper the roots, the more we grow up into the life of 
God, bearing fruit for God’s kingdom. 

- Most importantly, I talked about prayer as the way God changes us.  
It's not about getting God to give us stuff, or to make the world look 
the way we think it should.  Prayer is all about aligning our priorities 
with God’s priorities. “Thy Kingdom come, they will be done…” 
Emphasis on the “Thy.” 

The Lord’s Prayer is the pattern for prayer that changes us. 

It changes us, and the world, when we pray it and we really mean it. 

But there is a problem with the Lord’s Prayer: it’s almost too familiar.   

- I can remember learning this prayer in Sunday School as a young boy, 
growing up in Old First Presbyterian Church in Huntington, New 
York. 

- I have prayed this prayer my whole life long.   
- I’ve prayed it in church in times of joyous worship.   
- I’ve prayed it in the dark times, like the year my father-in-law and my 

father died within four months of each other.   
- Sometimes, it was my prayer before falling asleep at night.  

Sometimes I fell asleep while praying it. 
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This is the prayer that comes most often to our lips. 

And this is what the drama was getting at: do we really know what we are 
praying for when we pray it? 
If there is one thing we take away from the scripture lesson and the drama 

this morning it’s this: The Lord’s Prayer is a radical prayer.  It is a 

radical prayer because if you pray it, and you mean it, it changes the 

world, beginning with us. 

Here’s why this is a radical prayer. 

When we pray “Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done,” we are praying for a 

change in the world. 

There’s a song by John Mayer that’s been around for a few years called 

“Waiting on the World to Change.”  In that song we find these words: 

Now we see everything that’s going wrong 
With the world and those who lead it 
We just feel like we don’t have the means  
To rise above and beat it. 
So we keep waiting, 
Waiting on the world to change 
We keep on waiting 
Waiting on the world to change.1 

Praying the Lord’s Prayer means we aren’t waiting any more. 

Praying the Lord’s Prayer means we are asking God to make us “world 
changers”; to get on with the task of building for God’s Kingdom, “on earth 
as it is in heaven." 

- We are praying to see God’s world as it truly is: a beautiful and very 
good Creation that is suffering because of sin. 

- We are praying for the redemption of God’s Creation; for the final 
defeat of evil in all its forms; and for God’s justice to triumph for all 
people. 

                                                
1 John Mayer, “Waiting on the World to Change,” AZlyrics.com, article on internet, 
http://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/johnmayer/waitingontheworldtochange.html, accessed 28 
February 2014. 
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- We are praying for heaven and earth to become as one; to be married; 
and for God to be all in all.2 

And we are praying for God to make us the ones who take God’s love to 

those who the world judges to be unlovable and undeserving.   

Because this is what Jesus did. 

And if we pray like this, it means we need to live like this too. 

One of the key lines in the drama this morning came when God asked the 

our person praying if they really meant it when they said: “Thy Kingdom 

come, thy will be done.” 

The response was they thought it would be neat if God got control of 

everything down here like you have up there. 

And the next question from God: “Have I got control of you?” 

That is a key question for all of us—myself included—who pray this prayer. 

Because when we pray “Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done,” it doesn’t 

mean we just sit back and wait for God to do something.  

God will do something, all right. 

God will use us. 

God will work through us. 
 
God will make us God’s kingdom-bearers to the world.3 

By the love of God in Jesus Christ and the power of God’s Holy Spirit, we 

will become “world changers.”  

This is what it means to pray the Lord’s Prayer. 

Remember: The Lord’s Prayer is a radical prayer.  It is a radical prayer 

because if you pray it, and you mean it, it changes the world, beginning 

with us. 

                                                
2 N.T. Wright, The Lord and His Prayer, 31. 
3 Ibid., 32. 
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So keep on praying. 

We will never be able to master prayer. 

We will remain student-pray-ers our entire lives. 

But that’s not the main point of prayer anyway. 

The main point is not for us to master prayer, but to allow prayer to master 

us. 

When we allow prayer to master us, we let “The Master” take control of our 

lives so that we can get on with the risky, sometimes crazy work of building 

for God’s Kingdom.  

Amen. 

 


