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“Lost Baggage” 
Watch Night service 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-13; Revelation 21:1-6a 
A Sermon by Rev. Bob Kells 

 
Let me take a very unscientific survey and ask how many of you have ever had to 

deal with lost baggage when you traveled?  Or have you known someone that had 

to deal with this? 

I’ve been pretty fortunate myself.  I’ve travelled around the country and to Europe 

several times on business but I’ve never lost any luggage.  One time, I had a bag 

that arrived on a later flight and was delivered to my hotel room in the evening.  I 

also had a bag that was roughed up by the airline, so much so that the frame got 

bent out of shape and had to be repaired.  The airline paid for that one.   

When it comes to lost luggage, though, I have to say I’ve been very lucky—or very 

blessed—or maybe both.  I’ve never gone through the trauma and the irritation of 

losing all my clothing and equipment on a trip.  I can only imagine how annoying 

that would be. 

I think it would be particularly painful if it happened on a return flight home 

because that’s the flight when I’d stand to lose all the goodies I picked up on my 

trip.  I’m sure I’m like a lot of people in this because when I travel, I try to find 

some meaningful souvenirs of the places I’ve been.  Before my return journey 

home, I spend the last night in the hotel room re-packing to make sure everything 

fits in the bags just so.  I’ve learned how to pack so that the fragile trinkets are 

protected by my clothes and the bulky goods get compressed into the suitcase.   

- Yes, I have had to pay extra for this because all the stuff I bought exceeded 
the weight allowance for the airline.  That happened once. 

- And yes, I have packed so tightly that I had to use the weight of my body to 
hold down the top of the suitcase so I could zip it shut.  (So those scenes in 
the sitcoms where you see people falling all over their bags trying to get 
them to close—been there). 
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I’ve never worried too much about losing my bags on the airlines.  After all, most 

of the stuff I pick up on my trips can be replaced.  But it sure would be a shame to 

lose all those goodies I took such care to pack. 

If the writer of Ecclesiastes was alive today, he probably would recognize what 

I’ve just been talking about.  We might add a line to his list of times and seasons: 

“For everything there is a season…a time to pack up stuff, and a time to refrain 

from packing our stuff…” 

I think he’d recognize this human tendency to accumulate “stuff” and carry it with 

us because it’s part of our human condition.  God knows we live in a land that has 

an abundance of material goods.  Many people spend a lifetime accumulating as 

much “stuff” as they can.  Maybe you’ve seen those bumper stickers that say 

“Whoever dies with the most toys wins.”   That applies to too many of us in our 

continuing pursuit of material “stuff.” 

But there’s also the non-material stuff we carry with us—the mental, emotional, 

psychological and spiritual things that we pack away in our kit bags.  A lifetime of 

experiences—the good and the bad.  Everything that shapes us as individuals, 

families and communities.   

There is a time and a season for us to accumulate these things too.  We carry them 

with us wherever we go. 

Now we need to remember that this nonmaterial baggage comes in two basic types: 

- Some of these experiences are forced on us.  They are not our choice.  No 
one chooses to be abused.  No one chooses to be abandoned.  These painful 
experiences are forced on people unwillingly.  They are decidedly not the 
will of God for our lives.  People are forced to carry this kind of baggage 
with them but fortunately, there are people—pastors, counselors, 
psychiatrists—trained to help them unpack this kind of stuff so they can get 
on with their lives. 

- Then there is the baggage that comes as a result of the choices we make.  
Some of these choices are good: friends we make, jobs we take, educational 
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and spiritual growth experiences we find through travel, fellowship or other 
things.  These, too, shape us in our life’s journey.  But some choices we 
make are not so good for us.  We can choose to run that red light when we’re 
in a hurry—or not.  We can choose to pay our taxes on time—or not.  Both 
of those can have serious consequences and we will have to live with them.   

For the most part, what we carry with us through life—our baggage—is just like 

the bags I bring home with me from my trips.   

We pack them ourselves. 

We choose most of the contents. 

And while there are some really good things in those bags that I would sure hate to 

lose as I make my way through life, I think part of the Gospel message for us is 

that some baggage is meant to be kept, and some is meant to be lost. 

This is one of the big takeaways for me when I read the book of Revelation.   

Revelation is a difficult book to understand.  It might best be described as “A 

riddle, wrapped in a mystery, inside an enigma,”1 words former British Prime 

Minister Winston Churchill once used in a speech to describe Russia.   It’s a hard 

book because the language and imagery are obscure and frightening.  It’s hard to 

know how to read this book.   

But the message that shines through its pages is of God’s ultimate victory over 

evil.  We hear this most clearly in the description of God’s glorious future the 

writer gives us in chapter 21. 

“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth 

had passed away, and the sea was no more.  And I saw the holy city, the new 

Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for 

her husband” (Rev 21:1-2). 

This is the culmination of everything God has been doing in Creation history—

making something new out of something old.  The word we use for this is 
                                                
1 The Phrase Finder, http://www.phrases.org.uk/meanings/31000.html, accessed 28 Dec 2011. 
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redemption.  This will be the day when God will dwell with God’s people.   

“He will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and 

crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away” (Rev 21:4).    

Which first things?   

What passes away in the new Creation is anything and everything that separates us 

from God’s love.   

Sin and rebellion against God;  

human oppression against other human beings;  

our poor stewardship over God’s good Creation;  

even, death itself.2   

All those “first things” will be the first to go.   

And you can add to that the baggage we’ve been carrying with us along the way.  

Not all of it.  The good stuff will remain.   

Love will remain. 

Faith and hope will too. 

What gets lost in the process are the sins, the shortcomings, the sense of 

inadequacy we carry, our inability to forgive ourselves—all this will be wiped 

away as God remakes us into new beings, part of God’s new Creation.   

God does this because, after all, some baggage is meant to be lost. 

We’re in the middle of the Christmas season: remember, there are 12 days of 

Christmas, not just one.  One of the most popular Christmas carols we sing has a 

verse that points toward this new Creation that God is working in us and in our 

world.  It’s the last verse from Away in a manger and it goes like this: 

“Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay 
 close by me forever, and love me, I pray; 
 bless all the dear children in thy tender care,  

                                                
2 Brian Peterson, “Commentary on Revelation 21:1-6,” Working Preacher.org, 
http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?lect_date=5/2/2010, accessed 29 Dec 2011. 
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and fit us for heaven to live with thee there.”3 
 

“And fit us for heaven to live with thee there.”  I like those words. 

They mean to make us ready to live in God’s presence. 

We might also think of getting fit as working out, as athletes do, to get ready for a 

race. 

It’s not something we can do on our own; it is the work of God in us. 

God is fitting us for heaven right now in the new life we have in Jesus Christ.  

That’s the good news—it starts now, in this life, and it never ends.   

Through the life, death and new life of Christ, God is preparing us to live with God 

for all time, and beyond time.   

And once again, in the fullness of time (that is, at the right time), God will bring 

heaven and earth together to create something new. 

It will not be entirely original—God promises to redeem and remake the first 

Creation, not to destroy it and start from scratch. 

But in place of the old, the beauty of God’s original Creation will be redeemed, 

refreshed and made new in the light of God’s unending love.   

Because in the beginning, God made beautiful things…  

(segue into slide show)  

                                                
3 United Methodist Hymnal, 217. 


