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The topic of my message today is “Giving to God: Why We Give.”  This is 

the first part of a two part series on giving that falls into the category of 

Christian stewardship.  In fact, in most churches, you would probably call 

this the annual stewardship message because probably 99 percent of us think 

that stewardship is only about giving money to the church.  I know that’s 

how I thought about stewardship not too many years ago.   

But there is a broader concept of stewardship that includes things like: how 

we give our time, how we allocate our resources (financial and otherwise) 

and what we do to care for God’s Creation.  We will talk about these other 

aspects of stewardship in the future but today, our emphasis is, in fact, on 

money. 

I realize this is a difficult topic to talk about for many of us.  A lot of us 

probably think we shouldn’t talk about money in church at all. 

Some people will say that’s all the church ever talks about: how to get 

money.   

That may make us feel kind of like Henry Ford, the great American 
industrialist, who was once asked to donate money for the 
construction of a new medical facility. The billionaire pledged to 
donate $5,000. The next day in the newspaper, the headline read, 
"Henry Ford contributes $50,000 to the local hospital." The irate Ford 
was on the phone immediately to complain to the fund-raiser that he 
had been misunderstood. The fund-raiser replied that they would print 
a retraction in the paper the following day to read, "Henry Ford 
reduces his donation by $45,000." Realizing the poor publicity that 
would result, the industrialist agreed to the $50,000 contribution in 
return for the following condition: That above the entrance to the 



hospital was to be carved the biblical inscription: "I came among you 
and you took me in."1 

Now I hope that’s not anyone here this morning but just in case, if that’s 

where you are in your attitude about the church and money, I hope to offer 

you some different thinking on what it means to give to God. 

We all need to understand that God is very concerned about how we gain 

and use our wealth.  The proof of that is in the Good Book itself. 

A quick look at the gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke shows that one out 

of every six verses has something to do with money or wealth.  And of the 

29 parables Jesus told in these books, 16 of them, or just over 50 percent, 

concern people and their money.2 

I think this tells us that God is very concerned about money; what we do 

with it; and also, what money can do to us.   

And the reason God is so concerned about our relationship with money goes 

all the way back to the 10 Commandments.  Those verses from the Hebrew 

Bible tell us we shall have no other gods but God:   

This should sound familiar: “You shall not make for yourself an idol, 

whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the 

earth beneath…You shall not bow down to them or worship them…” 

(Exodus 20:4-5). 

God says this because God is jealous of anything that comes between us and 

God.  That includes any of the little “g” gods of this world.  There are a lot 

of them out there but you can put them in three main categories: power, 

money, unhealthy pursuit of pleasure.   

                                                
1Bits & Pieces, March 3, 1994, pp. 1-2, cited at Sermon Illustrations.com, article on internet, 
http://www.sermonillustrations.com/a-z/g/giving.htm, accessed 7 November 2013. Matthew 25:35. 

2 Unknown author, cited in Sermon Illustrations.com, article on internet, 
http://www.sermonillustrations.com/a-z/g/giving.htm, accessed 7 November 2013. 



God loves us more than anyone or anything can possibly love us. 

God doesn’t want us to worship any of these lesser gods because the central 

truth about worship is that we become what we worship. 

That’s it in a nutshell.  We will become what we worship. 

- If all you want is power and you set out to climb the corporate ladder 
and get ahead by pushing others behind, you’ll worship power, not 
God. 

- If all you want is money and you accumulate a huge pile of it without 
thinking about the needs of others, you’ll worship money, not God. 

- If all you want is to satisfy your own desires and indulge yourself with 
all the things that please you, you’ll worship yourself, not God. 

But this isn’t what God wants for us.  God doesn’t want us to be self-

centered, but other-centered.   

God wants us to love our neighbors by focusing on the needs of other 

people, especially those who cannot stand up for themselves: the poor and 

dispossessed, the homeless, the working poor. 

Giving is a crucial part of the way God transforms us.  We cannot become 

the “other-centered” people God wants us to be unless we understand why 

we give to God. 

We could probably list a lot of reasons for giving to God but I want to keep 

it simple by stressing two of the most important reasons:  

- We give in response to God’s blessings so that we can grow in 
grace.  

- We give to God so that we can take part in God’s work in 
redeeming the world.3 

Giving in response to God’s blessings helps us to grow in grace.  God 

gave us the ultimate gift in Jesus.  Giving is one of the ways God shapes us.  

                                                
3 Craig A. Satterlee, Preaching and Stewardship, Proclaiming God’s Invitation to Grow, (Herndon, VA: 
Alban, 2011), 29. 



Giving is actually a biblical and spiritual discipline that aims to transform us 

into the image of Christ.   

When we respond to God for the blessings we’ve received, we set out on a 

path toward freedom from the economic powers that bind us in the 

consumer-driven culture of our age.   

Jesus urged his followers to be generous to those in need, so generous that 

when they gave they should “not let your left hand know what your right 

hand is doing” (Matthew 6:3). 

Giving generously helps us grow into the likeness of Christ and to avoid 

falling into the worship of other things. 

This is made clear in today’s reading from Matthew when Jesus warns his 

disciples they cannot serve two masters: God and mammon.  Mammon is an 

Aramaic word for money and all it can buy.4   

The main point here is that we have a choice: whom will we serve? 

Bob Dylan is an American folk singer whose songs gave voice to a 

generation struggling with issues of war and peace, wealth and poverty 

during the 1960s and 70s.  One of his songs, “Gotta Serve Somebody,” 

speaks directly to this choice we have: 

You may be an ambassador to England or France 
You may like to gamble, you might like to dance 
You may be the heavyweight champion of the world 
You may be a socialite with a long string of pearls 
Refrain: You’re gonna have to serve somebody 
Well, it may be the devil or it may be the Lord 
But you’re gonna have to serve somebody5 

So we have a choice.   
                                                
4 “mammon,” in Mark Allen Powerll, Ed., Harper-Collins Bible Dictionary, (New York: Harper One, 
2013), 593. 
5 Bob Dylan, “Gotta Serve Somebody,” lyrics on internet, : http://www.bobdylan.com/us/songs/gotta-
serve-somebody#ixzz2jyabR1py, accessed 8 November 2013. 



This is a really hard choice to make because it asks us to give up the security 

blanket of wealth and to trust God’s promise. 

But if we want to avoid worshipping the little “g” god of money, we need 

the spiritual discipline of giving to keep from serving the things that money 

can buy.   

Giving extravagantly, as God has given to us, and giving to God’s priorities 

brings us closer to God.  It transforms us into the “other-centered” people 

God calls us to become. 

Giving allows us to take part in God’s mission in and for the world.  

When we think about the disciples who followed Jesus, we usually think of 

the 12 who are named among his closest followers.  But as we hear in the 

reading from Luke 8, there were many others—men and women—who 

followed Jesus and were also his disciples.   

“The twelve were with him,” Luke tells us “as well as some women 
who had been cured of evil spirits and infirmities: Mary, called 
Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, and Joanna, the 
wife of Herod’s steward Chuza, and Susanna, and many others, who 
provided for them out of their resources” (Luke 8:2-3). 

This passage singles out three women as being among the many who used 

their own means—probably money, clothing and food—to support the work 

of Jesus.  

They weren’t preachers, they weren’t healers and they weren’t teachers.  But 

giving from their own resources enabled Jesus and the 12 to carry out God’s 

Kingdom-building work. 

Luke calls the followers of Jesus to use their possessions as a means of 

discipleship by placing them at the service of those in need.  This is one of 

the major themes of Luke’s gospel.   



And it was something that gave Christians in Jesus’ time a reputation for 

hospitality and for caring for the poor.  Christians visited prisoners, cared for 

people who were sick, and they looked after widows and orphans.  These 

were very counter-cultural behaviors at the time.  They still are in most 

places.  But these ministries made people curious about Christians—why are 

they doing these things?—and it actually attracted some who thought 

helping the poor and the sick was pretty cool.  (I don’t know what the 

ancient Greek or Hebrew was for “pretty cool”).  The way Christians gave to 

other people was one of the big reasons the early church grew.6 

Giving to take part in God’s mission to redeem the lost of this world still 

runs against the grain of the “me-first” culture of our times.  We already 

participate in God’s mission in the many ways we give to the church 

throughout the year, and with our holiday giving through Angel Tree and 

Operation Christmas Shoebox.   

And we take another big step in this tradition of giving with this year’s 

Christmas Eve offering—giving the whole offering away to those most in 

need.   

The early church also extended its reach beyond the local neighborhood by 

giving to other churches.   The Apostle Paul directed the church in Corinth 

to take up a collection on the first day of every week do that a gift could be 

sent to Jerusalem (1 Corinthians 16:1-4).  This set an example of giving 

which other churches followed down to the present day, to include our own 

church.  

Our giving extends beyond the local community when we support the work 

of the United Methodist Church through our regular offerings, and through 

special offerings and programs like Mission Central in Pennsylvania. 
                                                
6 Saterlee, Preaching and Stewardship, 58-59. 



So giving to God is one way we take part in God’s Kingdom-building 

mission on earth.  Like the women cited in Luke’s gospel, we enable God’s 

work to be accomplished when we give to the church. 

Quick review/here’s the bottom line: 

- We need to think of giving as part of our discipleship.  It’s one of the 
ways we give back to God for the extravagant gift of eternal life God 
has given us through Christ. 

- We become what we worship.  That’s why God wants us to dedicate 
our lives completely to following God’s priorities, not those of the 
small “g” gods.  

- Giving helps us grow in God’s grace.  It’s transformative, making us 
more like the One who redeemed us from sin and gave us new life to 
serve in God’s Kingdom. 

- Giving enables us to take part in God’s mission in the world.  That’s 
why you often hear me dedicate our morning offerings to help build 
for God’s Kingdom on earth. 

One last story from the Gospel of Matthew illustrates the importance of 

giving.  It’s a familiar story that most of us will recognize right away.  

Jesus had withdrawn to a deserted place where he could be by 
himself.  But the crowds soon found him and they came out by foot 
from the nearby towns.  Jesus saw their need and cured the sick 
people among them.  Toward evening, the disciples came to Jesus 
urging him to send the people away so they could buy food for 
themselves.  But Jesus didn’t send them away.  “You give them 
something to eat,” he told them.  The disciples said: “We have nothing 
here but five loaves and two fish.”  Jesus told them to “Bring them 
here to me.”  Then Jesus took the five loaves and the two fish, he 
looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them 
to the disciples and the disciples gave them to the crowd” (Matthew 
14:19). 

Over five thousand people were fed that day and there was food left over. 



The point here that relates to giving is this: We may not think we have 

enough to make much of an impact on the world, but that doesn’t matter.  

All we need to do is bring what we have to Jesus, to give generously from 

our hearts.   

When we do that, God will bless our giving, and miraculous things will 

happen. 

In the name of Jesus.  Amen. 


