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“Looking for the Easy Button” 
2 Kings 5:1-15 

A Sermon by Rev. Bob Kells 
 
I think everyone here knows what this is, right?  This is the “Easy Button.”  

Staples, the office supply store, came up with this as an advertising gimmick 

in 2005.  And it worked.  Now, everybody associates the easy button, and its 

catchphrase with Staples [press the button] “that was easy."1 

The “Easy Button” is also that simple thing we look for if we’re facing a 

complex problem and we want a simple solution.  “Just find the easy 

button!”  

Give me a simple solution.   

This morning’s lesson is about one man’s search for the “Easy Button.”  It’s 

a story about what happens when our expectations of how God works in the 

world come up against the way God is actually at work. 

Ultimately, it’s a story about how one man learns to trust God. 

The story of Naaman and Elisha may not be too familiar so I want to take a 

little time to provide some background information on elements in this 

lesson that may not make much sense at first.  When we are talking about 

Bible times, we are talking about stories set in a different culture in a 

different time and place. 

As one writer put it:   “The past is a foreign country; they do things 

differently there.”2 

So let me invite you to take out the sermon notes, which are in the bulletin. 

- The story opens with Naaman, who is the general in charge of the 
army of Aram.  Aram was a small kingdom located in what is today 

                                                
1 “Staples, Inc.,” Wikipedia, the Free Encyclopedia, article online, 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Staples_Inc., accessed 9 Oct 2013. 
2 First line from The Go-Between by L.P. Hartley.  “The Go-Between,” Wikipedia, the Free Encyclopedia, 
article online, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Go-Between, accessed 09 Oct 2013.  
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the state of Syria.  Israel and Aram fought a number of wars, from the 
time of Saul down to the last of Israel’s kings—a period of about 300 
years.  If the name Aram sounds familiar that’s probably because the 
language of Aram, known as Aramaic, became the common language 
of the people in the region.  Jesus probably spoke Aramaic and several 
Aramaic words from the New Testament are familiar to us: Abba, 
which means father; Golgotha, the place of the skull, where Jesus was 
crucified; and, Maranatha, meaning “Our Lord, come.”3 

- Naaman has come down with a skin disease that is described as 
leprosy.  This probably was not the same skin-eating kind of disease 
we know today as Hansen’s Disease.  Some Bible scholars believe 
Naaman’s condition may have been something like eczema or 
psoriasis—diseases that made the skin appear puffy and inflamed.  
The reason this was a problem for Naaman is that his skin condition 
made him a social outcast.  (No partying in downtown Damascus for 
him).4 

- So Naaman needs a cure and he learns from a captive Israelite slave 
girl about a prophet in Israel who can heal him.  Naaman tells the king 
of Aram and the king sends a letter along with Naaman asking Israel’s 
king to help him out.  Asking another king to help with healing a high 
official was not unheard of in the ancient Near East.  It was common 
for people to travel to other lands in search of healing.  In fact, 
Babylonian exorcists and Egyptian doctors were known for their 
healing skills, especially for eye diseases. Even today, some cures 
come to us in the form of alternative medicine—acupuncture stands 
out as one example—but some people today to other countries  travel 
in search of a cure for what ails them.  

- When Naaman reaches Israel he presents a letter to the King of Israel 
asking that Naaman be healed.  At hearing this, the King of Israel 
tears his clothes.  This was a sign of mourning or grief at the time of 
death, and when hearing bad news associated with a calamity.  The 

                                                
3 “Aram,” “Aramaic,” Harper-Collins Bible Dictionary, Third Edition, Revised and Updated, (New York: 
HarperOne, 2011), 43-44. 
4 John H. Walton, Victor H. Matthews & Mark W. Chavalas, eds., The IVP Bible Background 
Commentary, Old Testament, (Downer’s Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2000), 390. 
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King tore his clothes because he knew there was no way he could help 
Naaman.  He knew he had no power to cure him of his disease.  (It 
might be like someone coming to me and asking me to reprogram 
their computer—I’m just going to start ripping clothes if that 
happens).  And since the request came from his rival, the King of 
Israel thought the King of Aram was trying to pick a fight with him.  
It was like he was saying: “Come on, heal my general,  King of Israel, 
or it’ll be war.”   So the King of Israel tore his clothes.  He saw no 
possibility, no way ahead, only the impossibility of a demand that 
would lead to war. 

- But when the prophet Elisha hears about the situation, he sends for 
Naaman.  Elisha was a great prophet in Israel at the time.  But a 
prophet wasn’t someone who just foretells the future.  The prophets in 
Israel spoke for God and interpreted God’s will for the people.  
Naaman arrived at Elisha’s house with all the pomp of a mighty 
general.  He parked his horses and chariots outside and Naaman 
walked up to the door of Elisha’s house.  Then Elisha sent one of his 
servants to Naaman telling him to bathe seven times in the Jordan 
River and he would be clean. 

 
So, there it is. “Go wash in the river and you’ll be clean.” A simple enough 

solution.  One that would have sounded familiar to Naaman too because it 

was a lot like other cures prescribed for people at that time.  We know, for 

instance, that in ancient Mesopotamia, one healing ritual called for a person 

to dip seven times in a river facing upstream and seven times facing 

downstream.  This would supposedly please the river god and wash away 

impurities.5  
But that wasn’t what Naaman was looking for. 

That wasn’t the solution he was expecting. 

Listen to Naaman’s angry reaction to the messenger’s instructions: 

                                                
5 Ibid., 391. 
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“I thought that he would surely come out to me and stand and call upon the 

name of the Lord his God, and wave his hand over the place and cure the 

leprosy” (2 Kings 5:11). 

Can you hear the man’s hurt pride?   

“Here I am, a general of the Kingdom of Aram.  I’ve come all this way to 

the prophet’s house and I’m standing in front of his door, and the guy 

doesn’t even have the courtesy to come out and see me face to face.  Instead, 

he sends a servant to meet me—to me, a general!” 

“Not only that,” he continued, “but you call this a cure?  I’m supposed to go 

bathe in the Jordan seven times?” 

“Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the 

waters of Israel? (2 Kings 5:12).  C’mon, Elisha.  I could’ve stayed home 

and done that!” 

Now, how familiar does this sound? 

“Just wave the magic wand and fix it!” 

“Press the easy button and take care of it.” 

Isn’t that what we look for a lot of times: the magic wand; the silver bullet; 

the easy button.   

Whatever you want to call it, isn’t that sometimes how we expect God to 

work in our lives and in our world? 

Like Naaman, we develop expectations about how we think God ought to do 

things when, what we really need to do, is to trust God. 

But that can be hard because it forces us to change our ideas about how God 

should works.  And we have to change ourselves, change our behavior. 
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It’s like going to doctor looking for a cure for what ails us and the doctor 

tells us if we want to be healthy we need to change our diet: eat less sugar, 

stay away from salty foods…and while you’re at it, start exercising too.6 

But we resist the change.   

Like Naaman, we’re looking for that easy button, the one that doesn’t 

require so much from us; the one that lets us stay just as we are, and puts a 

patch on whatever’s ailing us, when what’s needed is major surgery. 

Naaman had certain expectations about how God ought to work, and so do 

we.   

But he didn’t get what he was looking for, and neither do we.   

Elisha purposely stayed away so that when Naaman was persuaded by his 

servants to go into the water to bathe, God would get all the glory for the 

healing. And when he was healed, he praised God.  “Now I know there is no 

God in all the earth except in Israel” (2 Kings 5: 15). 

Naaman didn’t need to have a prophet stand over him and perform an 

incantation, like he wanted and expected.  What he needed to do was to trust 

God and obey the directions.   

Trust—there’s hard concept. 

We live in a world where it’s hard to trust other people.  It’s always been 

that way.  And there are plenty of reasons not to trust too much these days.  

In today’s networked-world we have hackers, spammers and identity 

thieves—they’re all over the place. 

I had a personal encounter with a scammer recently.  A few weeks ago 
I got a phone call from someone claiming to be from Microsoft 
support services asking if I was having trouble with my computer.  I 

                                                
6 Beth (Hentschel) Scibienski, “Magic Pill,” Stories, Sermons and Songs, 7 July 2013, article on internet, 
http://www.bethscib.com/1/post/2013/07/magic-pill.html 
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actually was, and right at the moment they called, so I thought they 
might be legit; so I followed all the steps they gave me, up until the 
point they asked for money to fix a virus that I'm sure hey put on my 
computer. 

Trust issues.   

That’s what we call it these days. 

I searched the internet for the phrase “trust issues,” and found the phrase 

used mostly in discussion of relationships. 

“What’s up with your girlfriend/boyfriend?" We ask.  "Aren’t you getting 

along?” 

“Trust issues,” comes the reply. 

Cynical words for a cynical world. 

The Bible can tell us all about trust issues too.  Right from the beginning, 

God gave Adam and Eve everything they needed.  But they listened to 

another voice, the voice of the serpent, who got them to question what God 

had promised them—and then, they disobeyed God. 

“What is this you have done?” God asked when they tried to hide from the 

Lord. 

If God had asked why, they could have answered: “Trust issues.” 

There’s also the story of the great patriarch and matriarch of the Hebrew 

people: Abraham and Sarah.  God promised Abraham he would have a son 

and his offspring would outnumber the stars.  But they weren’t so sure.  

Abraham was an old man and Sarah was beyond child-bearing years.  They 

weren’t so sure God would keep this promise.  So Abraham had a son, 

Ishmael, with his wife’s personal slave. 

Want to know guess why they hedged?  “Trust issues.”   

This was also the whole story of Israel’s relationship with God.  God loved 

the Hebrew people and promised to be their God, to lead them out of slavery 
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in Egypt and to give them a land of promise.  God did all this.  And yet, time 

and again, Israel broke God’s covenant—and God’s heart—by chasing after 

other gods.  Do we need to ask why?  “Trust issues.” 

And make no mistake—this is our story too.  God fulfilled a promise to 
God’s people by sending Jesus to be the one by whom all can experience 
eternal life with God.  But there are times we hedge our bets.  There are 
times we listen to the other voices of our world and we are lured into trusting 
their promises of security. 

- Trust in money, build wealth; we can rely on money.  But Jesus said 
we cannot serve both God and money. 

- Trust in the powerful people—the economic, political and social 
leaders of our world; we can rely on their wisdom to lead us.  Jesus 
said don't put you faith in earthly princes--worship God alone. 

- Trust in pleasure, find what makes you feel good and just do it till 
you’re satisfied; we can rely on our feelings.  Jesus said we must deny 
ourselves, take up our crosses, and follow Him into a life of devotion 
and service to God. 

God spoke through the prophet Jeremiah: “I know the plans I have for you; 

plans to prosper you, and not to harm you; plans to give you hope and a 

future” (Jeremiah 29: 11).  

Friends, the Good News is that God provides the way to have an abundant 

life through a personal relationship with Jesus.  It isn’t always an easy 

relationship, this life with God.  There is no “Easy Button” to make God 

take care of things the way we sometimes think they ought to be taken care 

of.  There will be times marked by suffering and painful experiences.  That 

is the way of life on this earth.  But there will also be times of joy and peace 

when we trust Jesus and follow obediently the path He marked out for us 

along God’s way.   

That is the lesson Naaman learned.  And that is the lesson for us today.  We 

don't need to wash in a river like Naaman did to become clean in God's eyes.  
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But we have been washed in the waters of baptism; we've been redeemed by 

Christ's death for us on the Cross; and, we've are empowered by God's Spirit 

that lives within us.  All this God accomplished for us; and God asks in 

return that we trust God to lead us into new life.  Amen. 

 


