
   

 TIDINGS OF WELLER         
“Affirm Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior as we  

care for others and tell people about Him.” 

Affirm  ~ Care ~ Tell      

 

101 N. Altamont Avenue, Thurmont, MD  21788 Office: 301-271-2802            On the Web: www.wellerumc.com 

“Growing in Love” 

 

I’ve been following a Scripture reading plan of my own 

devising this year.  My aim is to read two or three 

chapters of the Bible each day.  Some days I’ve actu-

ally done it.  More often, after some really hectic 

days, I find myself playing catchup.  But I’ve done well.  

Since April, I’ve read the Gospels of Matthew and 

John, and all of the New Testament from Acts 

through Jude.  That means Revelation is next, followed 

by Mark and Luke, then it’s on to the Old Testament. 

 

I recently came across a passage in 1 John with a mes-

sage to three groups of people: little children, fa-

thers, and young people.  Here’s part of the passage: 

 

I write to you, little children, because your sins 

are forgiven on account of his name. 

I am writing to you, fathers, because you know 

him who is from the beginning. 

I am writing to you, young people, because you 

have conquered the evil one (1 John 2:12-13) 

 

The footnote in my Study Bible explains that John 

wrote this letter as a father would to his children, 

with the understanding that “children” are all believ-

ers while “fathers” and “young  people” are those with 

more maturity in the faith.  You can see that in the 

words the author has for each group; they go from the  

 

 

basics of the faith for “little children” (you are forgiv-

en because of Jesus) to more advanced understanding 

in the “fathers” (those who are more mature “know” 

the Lord). 

 

And that brings me back to my plan for reading Scrip-

ture.  The best way to get to know God better is to 

read the Bible and the best way to do that is to follow 

a plan.  This is part of our heritage as Methodists, to 

use the spiritual disciplines—of which reading Scrip-

ture is one of the most important—in order to grow in 

grace and in love.   

 

Sticking with a plan—for reading or otherwise—can be 

tough.  If you know you’re prone to missing your read-

ing goals, covenant to read along with someone else.  

Holding each other accountable is one way to keep to a 

discipline and become better acquainted with the One 

we call Lord and Savior.   

 

So my message for the month of September is this: 

Get into the Word through reading.  Set a goal to read 

one, two or three chapters a day.  Start anywhere 

that seems right for you.  But start!  Your soul will 

thank you for providing it the spiritual nourishment 

you need to grow in God’s love. 

 

Peace, 

Pastor Bob 
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Sunday School  

Church Offering   

Aug. 3 87 

Aug. 10 86 

Aug. 17 82 

Aug. 24 101 

Aug. 31 73 

AUGUST AVG.  
 

86 

Aug. 3 17 

Aug. 10 13 

Aug. 17 14 

Aug. 24 20 

Aug. 31 7 

AUGUST AVG. 14 

Aug. 3 $3299 

Aug. 10 5241 

Aug. 17 1825 

Aug. 24 2281 

Aug. 31 1364 

Imagine No Malaria No Count Yet 

ACH Monthly Deposit 1,830 

Total (Imagine No 

Malaria Not Included)  

$15,840.00 

ANNUAL CHARGE CONFER-

ENCE SET FOR 18 OCTOBER 

 

Weller’s annual charge confer-

ence will be on Saturday, 18 Oc-

tober, time 3:30 p.m. The con-

ference will be held at Trinity 

UMC in Emmitsburg, where sev-

eral other churches will take 

turns giving their annual re-

ports.  Please mark this im-

portant date on your calen-

dars—we would like to see a 

good turnout for this, the 

church’s annual business meet-

ing. 
 

For committee chairs and any-

one writing reports for the 

Charge Conference, we need 

your inputs by Monday, 15 Sep-

tember.  Please contact the 

church office at 301-271-2802 

if you have any questions about 

the Conference. 

Michael W. Smith 
 

Friday, October 10, 2014       7:00 p.m. 

International Community Church 

123 Byte Drive   Ticket Prices 

Frederick, Maryland                   

     Artist Circle   -    $50.00 

     Gold Circle     -    $31.00 

And     Individual      -    $26.00 

     Group 10+     -     $21.00 
        

Saturday, October 11, 2014    7:00 p.m. 

Hylton Memorial Chapel 

14640 Potomac Mills Road, Woodbridge, VA  22192 

We will be holding a silent auc-

tion for a print of our church 

painted by local artist Rebecca 

Pearl this weekend at the Thur-

mont-Emmitsburg Community 

Show from 5-7 September.  

Money raised from the auction 

will go toward purchase of a new 

air conditioner for the church.  

Rebecca donated the print so all 

the money will go to the church. 

Be sure to stop by the communi-

ty show this weekend to see this 

beautiful print of our church.  

Better yet, put in a bid if you 

can see this print on your wall at 

home.   

Any questions contact: Paulette   

Mathias at 240-674-4944 or 

Ethel Brauer at 240-409-1049.   
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September Birthdays 

 

01  Wes Baugher; Kenny Rosenberry  

02  Walter Keeney, Jr. 

05  Stephenie Bowers-Oldham 

06  Stephen Keenedy 

07  Joan Freeze 

09  Dale Hooper; Christine Miller; Tammy Dutrow 

11 Nancy Stull; Stephanie Kennedy 

12 Jean Eyler; Jared Harris 

13 Debra Hooper 

14  Dylan Harmon 

15 Wes Hamrick; Troy Kiessling; Darren Staub 

20  Josh Valentine 

21 Jesse Shultzaberger; Chloe Mathias 

22 Lois Griffith 

23 Tommy Hughes, Jr.  

24 Ryan Shultzaberger; Kelsey Mathias 

26 Deborah Shultzaberger 

27 Sue Baugher; Karen Schildt 

28 Tom Shaffer 

30  Emmalee Miller          

 

September Anniversaries 

01 Anita and Ken Drye 

05  Joan and Robert Follin, Sr., 

06  Joan and Ernest Staub 

07  Lori and Stephen Kennedy 

13 Sandra and Robert Fahnestock 

16 Kathy and Rick Wivell 

17 Heather and Andrew Mathias 

19 Robin and Gregory Gautney, Sr. 

28  Kimbra and David Grimm; Jody and Paul Hahn 

 

Sunday School News for 

September 2014 

Welcome Back to Sunday 

School with DONUTS! 

Our regular Sunday School classes will begin on  7 

September at 9:45 a.m.  Darlene Wastler and 

Debbie Stull will be teaching the Pre-K class in 

the nursery for children ages two and up. Nancy 

Eyler and Kelly Alexander will be teaching K-third 

grade in the last Sunday School room on the right 

downstairs in the church.  Ethel Brauer and Pau-

lette Mathias will be teaching fourth grade 

through Middle School in the Weller House. They 

will be on the main floor in the room on the left 

just past the main bathroom. (There will be some-

one to direct you!) The Senior High class will be 

taught by Bob Miller and will meet in the Fellow-

ship Room in the church.  For more information 

contact Pat Alexander at 301-271-7164. 

THANKS FOR HELPING TAYLOR FAMILY 

 

I want to thank everyone who contributed to the 

relief fund for the family of Lance Taylor.  

Lance was the friend of many in the ESP Dance 

Studio in Thurmont.  He passed away in July, 

leaving behind his wife, Barb, and six children.  In 

July and August, we asked the Weller family for 

contributions for the Taylors, and you came 

through.  In just a few weeks, we raised $1,345!  

Katy Bowers, a friend of Barb’s, delivered the 

check last week.  She passed along Barb’s thanks 

for this money, which came at just the right time 

for the family. 

 

Thank you all for your generosity by which you 

demonstrated the love of neighbors that Jesus 

asks us to extend to others. 
 

Pastor Bob 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
 

2 
 
 

C.O.M. 
7 p.m. 

3 
 
 

Bible Study 
7 p.m. 

 

4 
 
 

Trustee’s 
7 p.m. 

5 6 
 

7 
Holy Com-

munion  
 

Youth Group 
5-6:30 p.m. 

8    
 
 

SPRC  
7 p.m. 

9 
 
 

Ad Board 
7 p.m. 

10 
 
 

Prayer Time  
6:15 p.m. 

 
Bible Study 7 

p.m. 

11 
 

Choir 
Rehearsals: 

Ensemble 5-6 
p.m. 

Handbell Choirs 
6-7:15 p.m. 

Choirs 7:30-8:30 
p.m. 

12 13 
 
 
 

14 
 

Prayer Shawl 
Ministry     

during service 

15 
C. C.  

Written  
Reports 

Due  
 

Leadership 
6:30 p.m. 

16 17 
 

UMW 1 p.m. 
 

Ring Church Bell 
4 p.m. 

 

Bible Study 
7 p.m. 

18 
 

Choir 
Rehearsals: 

Ensemble 5-6 
p.m. 

Handbell Choirs 
6-7:15 p.m. 

Choirs 7:30-8:30 

19 20 
 

Weller House 
booked - private 
party (1-5 p.m.) 

21 
 
 

Youth Group 
5-6:30 p.m. 

22 23 24 
 
 

Prayer Time  
6:15 p.m. 

 
Bible Study 

7 p.m. 

25 
 

Choir 
Rehearsals: 

Ensemble 5-6 
p.m. 

Handbell Choirs 
6-7:15 p.m. 

Choirs 7:30-8:30 

26 27 
 

28 29 
 

Worship 
6:30 p.m. 

30 
 

Puppet  
Ministry 
6-7 p.m. 

31    

CHILDREN’S CHOIR PRACTICE - will resume in October.  Date and Time to TBA. 

Bulletin announcements are due to the church by noon on Wednesday.  

THE GREAT FREDERICK FAIR:  SEPTEMBER 12 - 20, 2014   www.thegreatfrederickfair.com 

Thurmont    Emmitsburg                

Community            Show 
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HELPERS FOR MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 

Greeters 8:30 

07  Bob & Louise Shaffer 

14  Joan Freeze 

21  Lee Taylor 

28  Bill Clayton & Kay Miller 

Acolytes  8:30 

07  Krista Royer 

14  A.J. Child 

21  Skyla Smith 

28  Robbie Shaffer 

Scripture Readers & Call to Worship 8:30 

07  Paulette Mathias 

14  Colby Child 

21  Nancy Rice 

28  Jody Hahn  

Nursery Assistant 8:30 

OPEN ALL DATES 

 

 

Greeters 11:00 

07  Wes & Kim Hamrick 

14  Deb & Michaela Stull & Joan Staub 

21  Buddy, Donetta, & Kelsey Herbert 

28  Catherine Pitt 

Acolytes  11:00 

07  Jacob Wastler 

14  Emmalee Miller 

21  Josh Miller 

28  Megan Clark 

Scripture Readers 11:00 

07  Christine Miller 

14  Mark Eyler 

21  Renee Shaffer 

28  Henry Alexander 

Nursery Assistant 11:00 

OPEN ALL DATES 

September Sermons and Scriptures 

07  The Power of One, Exodus 12:1-14; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26  

14   Forgiveness Sake, Matthew 18:21-35 

21   shiny gods: Be Faithful, Save and Give, 2 Corinthians 9:6-12 

28   shiny gods: Heart Giving, Matthew 7:7-12; Romans 12:1-3 

THE ART OF WORSHIP 

Each year Weller UMC asks the Sunday School classes to draw pictures to use 

as Bulletin Covers for the Christmas Season.  This year, we are opening it up to 

everyone.     

We are looking especially for bulletin covers to use on Thanksgiving Sunday, 

November 23rd, and Christmas Eve.  But if you feel inspired about another 

Sunday in the year, then have it.  This will be a year-round opportunity.    

Please submit your drawing on 8” x 5 1/2” sheet of paper in the same layout of 

a bulletin.  Please use color.   The office will use only appropriate bulletins    

covers that suits sermon messages or seasons of the year.  You may place your 

drawings in Sandra Valentine’s, Church Secretary’s mailbox.   
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Mission Committee News for September 2014 

The Mission Committee had a busy summer.  

In June we held a fundraiser at Roy Rogers Restaurant in Thurmont to 

benefit the Imagine No Malaria campaign. We raised $116.90 and we’d 

like to thank Darlene Wastler for helping to arrange that event. There 

were many Weller members who participated and we enjoyed seeing so 

many turn out.  

Also in June, a group of seven people including Wes, Sue, and Alec Baugher, Sarah Kells, and Henry, Pat, and 

Kelly Alexander, spent the morning working on School Kits at Mission Central in Mechanicsburg, PA. You can 

read more about that trip and see some photos in the July/August newsletter in a great article by Sarah Kells. 

In July, Weller provided two to three volunteers a day to the Ministerium’s Summer Lunch Program for one 

week.  We had a great group of volunteers that included Anita Drye, Vickie Howes, Kim Hamrick, Pastor Bob 

and Joyce Kells, and Pat and Henry Alexander.  Each day we assembled the sandwiches and carried milk, juice, 

fruit, and snacks out to the picnic pavilion where lunch was available from noon until 2:00 p.m. for all who came.  

August provided an opportunity for our congregation to share with the children of the Catoctin Community 

(Catoctin High School feeder schools) by donating money and school supplies to be given to area children and 

youth.  

We have collected more than $800 toward our goal of $3,000 for the Imagine No Malaria fund. We plan to 

raise this amount by the end of 2015, so please continue to support this cause and help stamp out malaria in Af-

rica. You’ll see the change collection jar back the front door now so don’t forget to set your change aside for a 

great cause.  October will be another month to save your spare change for INM.  There will be a special time in 

the worship service on 26 October to donate this money. 

We will continue to collect items for Health Kits for Mission Central to be used in emergency situations all over 

the United States and the world. Look for a list of needed supplies in an upcoming bulletin and extras will be 

placed under the front bulletin board. 

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY:  
REMEMBERING OUR LOVED ONES  

 

On 2 November, 2014 we will be recognizing Loved Ones who 

have passed away since 3 November 2013 - present day.   

We would like to present a picture of your loved one on the 

monitor as the name is read and bell is rung.   

Please email the church office at secretary@wellerumc.com a 

photo of your loved one, or you may drop a photo off to the 

church office and we will then scan the photo and return it to 

you.   
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COMING IN SEPTEMBER 
 

A sermon series and Bible Study that asks: How much is enough? 

In a culture guided by shiny, life-promising distractions, "enough" seems elusive and keeps us 

chasing the next quick fix. 

What if the Giver of Life offered freedom from this downward spiral—would you take it? In 

shiny gods, pastor and author Mike Slaughter helps readers reassess priorities to create a 

culture and lifestyle of giving, based on the word of God and the example of Christ. 

Pastor Bob will offer two messages during the 

month of September based on the book shiny 
gods, by Mike Slaughter.  The sermons in this 

series include: 

 

21 Sep Money, Work and Debt 

 

28 Sep Be Faithful, Save and Give 

Pastor Bob will lead a Bible Study every Wednesday evening in September (3, 10, 

17, 24) from 7 – 8:30 p.m.  Sessions will be based on the book, shiny gods, guided 

discussion questions and a video segment by the author.  The cost for the book is 

$10.00.  Sign-up sheets are in the church lobby.  You can also contact the church 

office at 301-271-2802.  Contact Pastor Bob if you have any questions. 

7 

Summer Sunday School went well this year. It was advertised for ages 3-12 

and we came close to covering the whole range. We couldn’t have done it with-

out our awesome volunteers who agreed to teach one or more Sundays this 

summer. They were (in order of dates taught): Pat Alexander, Vickie Howes, 

Karen Watson, Kim Grimm, Nikki Brown, Renee Shaffer, Debbie Stull, 

Michaela Stull, Joan Staub, Peggy Royer, Christine Miller, Emmalee Miller, 

Kelly Alexander, Sue Baugher, and Amanda Keilholtz. Some of these ladies 

taught several Sundays. The kids really enjoyed it and learned a lot. Thank you so much! 

7 

http://www.ministrymatters.com/product/9781426761942#axzz2aR5j5wqH


 8 

 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Cub Scouts Pack 270 is selling popcorn and other snacks.  If interested in order-

ing, please write your order on the form that is hanging on the bulletin board in 

the narthex.  Payments may be given to:    

Kathy or Colby Child, or Sandra Valentine.   

Please make checks payable to Cub Scout Pack 270.   

You may also order online anytime www.trails-end.com 

Thank you for your support!  

A. J. Child, Troop 1011 and Den Chief Pack 270,  

Ayden Child, Webelos II Pack 270, and  

Josh Valentine, Tigers Den Pack 270 

Photography Notice  Please note that photographs taken during church activities and services are used for keeping 

our church archives up-to-date and for use in our bulletins, newsletters, website and Facebook  account.   We ask 

that no tags, comments or changes be made on these photos for security reasons.   If you prefer not to have you or 

your child's photo used in any of these areas, please notify Sandra Valentine or Pastor Bob.  

YOUTH GROUP BEGINS 7 SEPTEMBER 

 

The Weller Youth Group will begin its fall meeting schedule 

on Sunday, 7 September, from 5:00-6:30 p.m.  We’ll start 

out in the church parking lot for some games, then move in-

side for worship and pizza.  That’s right, PIZZA!  We’ll talk 

about our plans for the upcoming year, which include a re-

treat at Manidokan and a rally in Ocean City. 

It all starts this month, so come on out for an evening of 

faith and fun.  And bring your friends. 

Contact the church office if you have any questions. 

Ringing of the Church Bell 

4 p.m. on Wednesday, 17 September for Constitu-
tion Week 

Sponsored by The  

Daughters of the American Resolution 
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ESTIMATES FOR 2015 FINANCIAL GIVING COMING SOON 

 

Generous giving is one of the hallmarks of the Christian disciple.  It’s one of the five things 

we are asked to do as we become members of Christ’s Holy Church. (The five are to support 

the church with our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness).   

We will be asking for estimate of financial giving cards during the month of September to 

help the finance team in their planning for the 2015 budget.  More importantly, giving is a 

spiritual discipline that helps each of us in our financial stewardship of God’s resources.   

Why give?  Because God gives.  As pastor and author Mike Slaughter put it in his book shiny 
gods, “Giving is the nature of God.  Our God is a God who gives.  ‘God so loved the world that 

he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him won’t perish but will have eternal 

life’ (John 3;16).  God expects his people to respond by giving.  Generosity is evidence of the 

Spirit’s work in a person’s life.” 

A good goal for giving is to tithe; that is, to give 10 percent to God.  This is a well-

established principle in the Old Testament (see for example Leviticus 27:30; Numbers 18:26 

and Chronicles 31:5).   

Although the New Testament does not specify a specific amount to give, it calls for each of 

us to give generously and gladly from the blessings God has gifted to us.  “The point is this,” 

wrote the Apostle Paul to the church in Corinth: “the one who sows sparingly will also reap 

sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.  Each of you must give 

as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 

giver” (2 Corinthians 9:6-7).   

Another reason we give generously is to demonstrate our faith in God.  “And God is able to 

provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, 

you may share abundantly in every good work” (2 Corinthians 9:8). 

You may not be in a position to tithe right now, and that’s fine.  But you can make it your goal 

by picking a starting point and committing to increase your giving by one percent each year.  

The chart on the next page shows how you can step up to tithing by increasing your giving by 

1 percent a year. 

 

1. Find your approximate monthly income on the chart. 

2. Determine your current proportional giving. 

3. Look at the next percentage up from where you are now. 

4. Determine to give one percent more next year than this year. 

5. Repeat this again in a year to take another step up toward tithing. 
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Please prayerfully consider if you can make 2015 another year to take a step up toward tithing. 

UPDATE ON APPORTIONMENTS 

By Pastor Bob, Paulette Mathias, Henry Alexander 

 

Earlier this year, the Administrative Board approved a plan for Weller to return to paying its full ap-

portionment to the Baltimore-Washington Conference.  The plan calls for apportionment spending to 

increase by $3,000 per year ($250 per month) from our current level of $9,000 per year ($750 per 

month), for the next five years.  As of the end of June, we are on track to pay about 40 percent of our 

total apportionment for 2014.  That will be an improvement over last year’s payment of 28 percent. 
 
Apportionments help change lives for Jesus Christ beyond the local church.  They support the work of 

the Baltimore-Washington Conference and the General Conference in sharing God’s love and providing 

aid in times of need.  This year, for example, 400 young people attended summer camp at Manidokan, a 

United Methodist retreat center just across the river from Harper’s Ferry, thanks to apportionment 

giving by local churches.  Other funds supported by our apportionments include: The World Service 

Fund, which helps build new churches and pays the salaries for missionaries; The Ministerial Education 

Fund, which helps pay for seminary education; Africa University Fund; and, several other funds which 

pay the administrative expenses of the UMC. 
 
Apportionments are an expression of our faith and our connection to the wider church as it strives to 

transform lives for Jesus Christ.  For more information, see the article in the 1 August edition of the 

United Methodist Connection, the newsletter of the Baltimore-Washington Conference, at http://

www.bwcumc.org/news/apportionment_payments_ensure_transformative_ministry. 

http://www.bwcumc.org/news/apportionment_payments_ensure_transformative_ministry
http://www.bwcumc.org/news/apportionment_payments_ensure_transformative_ministry
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