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“Seeking Sounds of Silence” 
 

I’m becoming intrigued with silence.  At least part 

of my interest has to do with the fact that I just 

finished mowing the lawn and the roar and vibra-

tions of my ride-on tractor have yet to fade away.  

This too shall (thankfully) pass. 
 

But there’s more to my curiosity than seeking ha-

ven from the sounds of the lawn mower.  I’m in-

trigued by silence as a gateway to God.   
 

Our world is flooded with words, some gentle, 

some harsh, many unnecessary.  Everyone wants to 

be heard; no one wants to listen.  Social media pro-

vides us a great way to make ourselves heard but 

even that doesn’t seem to be enough.  Just recent-

ly, the online social media tool Twitter hinted it 

was considering going beyond its 140-character 

limit to allow users more room to express them-

selves.  The demand for more and more words is a 

demand to make ourselves heard above the din of a 

world awash in words. 
 

The Apostle James wrote: “How great a forest is 

set ablaze by a small fire!  And the tongue is a 

fire” (James 3:5-6).  Our world is on fire with 

words; words spoken and written; words that can 

us build up, but oh, how they can tear us apart.  So 

many words, so little meaning. 
 

I’ve been reading a book by the Roman Catholic 

priest and spiritual writer Henri Nouwen called 

The Way of the Heart.  In it, he suggests that 

prayer, wisdom and silence are key in our efforts 

to connect with God.  These were the primary ways 

of the Christian mystics, hermits and monks who 

sought refuge from the noisiness of their times.  

Nouwen writes: 
 

“In our chatty world, in which the word has 

lost its power to communicate, silence helps 

us to keep our mind and heart anchored in 

the future world and allows us to speak 

from there a creative and re-creative word 

to the present world.” 
 

God is in our present, but God is all about the fu-

ture, a future of peace, justice and wholeness for 

all God’s creatures in a New Heaven and New 

Earth.  Being silent before God helps us connect to 

that future where we are bound to spend our days 

in the loving presence of the one Word that has 

not lost its meaning—Jesus Christ.   
 

“Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in 

many and various ways by the prophets, but 

in these last days he has spoken to us by a 

Son...He is the exact reflection of God’s glo-

ry and the exact imprint of God’s very being, 

and he sustains all things by his powerful 

word.” Hebrews 1:1-3 
 

This Word, Jesus, quieted storms and silenced de-

mons.  He can quiet our restless hearts as well. 
 

Spend time in silence with Jesus.  Let the fullness 

of his love embrace your soul.  May His wordless 

communion speak to you of the riches of his grace. 
 

Peace, 

Pastor Bob 



 

 WELLER CELEBRATES JOYFUL 185TH ANNIVERSARY 

 

Sunday 20 September is one we will remember 

for a good long while as we marked 185 years of 

sharing God’s love with Thurmont and the world.  

We welcomed back five former pastors 

(Raymond Kingsborough, Carol and Dennis 

Yocum, Barry Hidey, and Ruth Ann Ward); 

Mike Henning, who received his call to ministry 

while at Weller; and their families.  Nearly 140 

people joined in this celebration which 

featured our handbell choir and The Pot-

ter’s Hands, our puppet ministry.  The ser-

vice also witnessed the reuniting of The 

Final Four men’s quartet (Jesse Love, 

Mark Eyler, Wayne Hooper and Steve 

Purcell).   

 

The dinner after the service at the Thurmont 

Carnival Grounds provided a great opportunity 

to connect with friends, old and new.  Thanks to 

Karen Younkins and her “kitchen crew” who 

served up a delicious meal catered by the Moun-

tain Gate restaurant.  I hope everyone had a 

chance to see some of the photos of Weller’s 

past that Paulette Mathias put together.  If 

you missed the slide show or want to see it 

again, we have a copy at the church office. 

 

So many more people contributed to making 

this a wonderful day of looking back, and look-

ing ahead.  Thanks to all of you!   

 

 



 

 AN INTRODUCTION TO WELLER CHURCH FAMILY FINANCES 
By Peggy Royer 

 

If you’ve ever wondered where your church dollars go, here’s a brief introduction to the work of 

Weller UMC’s Finance team and the accounts they manage. 

 

The Weller Church Family’s finance team consists of family treasurer, Henry Alexander, who pays 

the bills and writes the checks.  Financial Secretary, Carol Long, and Assistant, Bill Clayton, deposit 

your offerings and keep track of incoming funds.  Peggy Royer, the Finance chair, balances state-

ments.  My thanks to Henry, Carol and Bill—they have the really tough work. 

 

Weller UMC has a total of eight accounts for church finances, five of which are managed directly 

by the Finance team.  The accounts are: General Fund, Capital, Memorial, Youth and Emergency.  The 

remaining three—Missions, Cemetery and United Methodist Women—are managed by those groups. 

 

You may ask why so many accounts?  Here’s a brief rundown of each account and what the funds 

that go into it are used for: 

 

The General Fund is for day-to-day operating expenses.  Your offerings pay for church staff 

salaries, taxes, property operating expenses (such as insurances, utilities, and general upkeep 

of the church, Weller House and parsonage), office supplies, worship, fellowship, music, Sun-

day School, and apportionments.  From 1 January to 31 August 2015, we received $93,474.18 

in income and spent $103,664.30. The Weller House mortgage was paid from this account un-

til we shredded the mortgage in the spring.  What a blessing!  However, Weller UMC daily, 

weekly and monthly expenses continue. 

 

Building and construction expenses are paid from the Capital Fund. Your Building Fund offer-

ings are directed to building maintenance for the church, parsonage and the Weller House.  

The capital account balance includes $11,936.90 dedicated to the soon-to-be playground and 

fencing at Weller House, $10,394.00 for Renovate 185.  The balance is for other building ex-

penses.  Again, our Weller church family is so blessed.  The playground becomes real thanks 

to a gift in memory of Joe Durick and Renovate 185 continues to grow from your steady, 

faithful gifts to Renovate 185 and gifts in memory of Grace and Stewart Roberts.  

 

The Memorial Fund is used as designated by Weller Admin Board and/or families of the 

saints.  You have heard the improved audio system in the sanctuary which was a primary focus 

this past year.  Since July 2014, $2,794.99 was spent for the speakers and pastor’s wireless 

microphone and $1,520 for repair to handbells.  In 2014 a total of $4,000 was given in 

memory of Stewart Roberts, Irene Taylor, Agnes Stitely, Faye Webster, Gary Seiss, Lee 

Eyler Sr., and Nancy Stull.  Gifts received January through August 2015 in memory of Faye 

Webster, Nancy Stull, Rita Clingan, Betty Ridenour and Richard Shaffer, and Grace and Stew-

art Roberts total $1,015. Not all gifts given in memory of loved ones are directed to the Me-

morial Fund.  Some are designated by the givers for other Weller expenses. 



 

 The Youth Fund is for the youth ministries of the church.  This covers the Youth Group and 

The Potter’s Hands, our puppet ministry.  This account supported a bowling event, tickets for 

Godspell, microphones and other expenses for the puppet ministry.  Their primary source of 

income comes via parking cars on ColorFest Saturday and your donations to the Youth Fund 

throughout the year.  

 

The Emergency account was created to help meet urgent and dire needs of our members.  It 

is used at the pastor’s discretion.   

 

All these funds enable us to carry out our mission of demonstrating God’s love for the community of 

Thurmont and the world.   

 

Thank you all for your generous giving to Weller UMC! 

 

Fund   Balance 1 Jan  Balance 30 Sep Change 

General  $12,116.16   $ 3,451.02  -$ 8,665.14 

Capital   $7,981.15   $31,791.73  +$23.810.58 

Memorial   $3,928.79   $  4,038.80   +$      110.01 

Youth    $6,578.81     $5,465.10  - $   1,113.71 

Emergency   $1,567.56     $1,567.56   0 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
We’ve had a good beginning to our new Sunday School Year! Our students enjoyed 

donuts, chocolate milk, and juice to celebrate our first Sunday. We’d love to have 

kids ages 2 through Middle School join us. The Pre-K class is in the nursery in the 

church building with Darlene Wastler and Debbie Stull. The K-3rd grade class is 

downstairs in the Sunday School area of the church with Becky Harbaugh and Kelly 

Alexander. The 4th grade through 8th grades meet in the room to the left of the 

kitchen in the Weller House across the street from the church, with Ethel Brauer 

and Paulette Mathias. Please call Pat Alexander 301-271-7164 or the church of-

fice for more information. 

2015 UNITY CAMPAIGN FOR FREDERICK COUNTY 

The Unity Campaign for Frederick County is the single largest giving cam-

paign serving those in need of food, shelter, clothing, healthcare, financial 

stability as well as at-risk children and youth.  Funds from the campaign 

will be distributed to Frederick County’s 20 non-profit organizations that 

care for our resident’s basic human needs.  The campaign runs from 23 

September through 4 October.  Donate online at UnityFrederick.com or 

make a donation at any Frederick County Bank. 



 

  
 

ANNUAL CHARGE CONFERENCE IS SET FOR  

25 OCTOBER 

Weller’s annual charge conference will be on Sunday, 25 October at 

2:30 p.m.  The conference will be held at Thurmont UMC, where several other churches will take 

turns giving their annual reports.  Please mark this important date on your calendars—we would like 

to see a good turnout for this, the church’s annual business meeting. 

Please contact the church office at 301-271-2802 if you have any questions about the Conference. 

WELLER CHRISTMAS CARDS FOR SALE 
 

We are selling custom made Christmas cards to help finance the renovate 

185 campaign.  The front of the card features the artwork of Nancy rice: 

an image of the church she had created for last years advent bulletins.  

Inside is an excerpt from  Mathew 2:2 and a Christmas greeting . 

 

The price IS $13.00 for a pack of 10 cards, including envelopes.  Samples 

and order forms are displayed in the narthex and in the hallway of the        

education wing.  See Bob Miller if you have any questions.  Deadline is     

October 25th 

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD  

Last year we prepared over 40 shoeboxes for this international ministry, so we are 

looking to better this year with a goal of 50.  Pick up your ready-to-assemble shoe 

boxes (if you don't have any of your own) in the hallway.  We need school supplies, 

small toys, personal care (hygiene) items, or anything else that fits in a shoebox  (t-shirts, hats, 

toys, school supplies).  Please no food,  liquids or lotions, aerosol cans, fragile items, or war-

related toys.  A detailed list is inside the label located with the boxes in the hallway and narthex.   

 

Please wrap and pack your boxes on your own at home (note that we must be able to open the 

lids,).  Deadline to bring boxes is on or before 15 November.   Please be sure to attach the 

label.  We are also asking that you donate $7.00 per box to cover shipping costs.   If you have any 

questions, please contact Bob Miller. Thank you!  



 

  COLORFEST CAR PARKING HELP NEEDED 

The Youth Group will be parking cars again on the Saturday of Col-

orFest Weekend.  We need helpers for two shifts: 8-9:30 a.m. and 

9:30-11 a.m.  Sign up during worship services or contact Sarah 

Pickett or Pastor Bob for more details. 

PICK UP SANDWICHES 

Please plan on picking up your sandwiches that you ordered on October 1,   

4 until 6 p.m. at the church.   Any questions contact Paulette Mathias or 

Ethel Brauer.    

YOUTH GROUP RETREAT AT CAMP MANIDOKAN 

Youth Group members are invited to attend a retreat at Camp 

Manidokan on Saturday and Sunday, 14-15 November 2015.  We will 

join Good Shepherd UMC at the Camp and take part in some fun and 

faith-stretching activities.  Hiking, low ropes and high ropes courses, a 

bonfire and time to talk about God are all on the schedule for this 

terrific weekend.  The cost to youth is $20 per person.  Contact     

Sarah Pickett by 18 October to sign up for this event. 

PHOTO’S NEEDED FOR ALL SAINTS SERVICES 

We will recognize loved ones who have died during the past year (since 

1 Nov 2014) at the  All Saints Day worship services on Sunday, 1 No-

vember.  

We would like to show a picture of your loved one on the screen as 

their name is read and the church is bell rung.  

 

If you have an electronic version of your loved one already, please email it to the church office: 

secretary@wellerumc.com. You can also drop a photo off to the church office so we can scan it 

and return to you.   

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Sandwich.jpg


 

 

WELLER UMC  
THE POTTER’S HANDS 

* PUPPET MINISTRY * 
Remember seeing and hearing the Potter’s Hand puppet team entertain you and 

spreading the word of Jesus Christ during a church service or at our Community 

Show? Did you feel like you would like to be part of the team sharing your gift and 

sharing the word of Jesus Christ in a fun and fulfilling way?  

If you are in the 5th grade or older and this is something you have considered, we are 

looking for a few new members to our team! 

Please contact the Church office at (301) 271-2802 or talk to Wes Baugher or Pas-

tor Bob during a church service and we’ll provide you with further details. 

Hope to hear from you!! 

 

 



 

  Would you like to bring cheer to 50 children?  You can, by donating packaged cook-

ies (especially Oreos) to the Falling Water campus of the Board of Child Care.   

Cookies may be placed in a labeled box in the hallway.   

The children thank you for your past support and look forward to your generosity again.  

The last day to bring cookies in  is Thursday, 15 October. 

Contact Virginia Gelwicks if you have any questions.      

********************************************************** 

BIBLE STUDIES GOING ON NOW 

Paul and the Corinthians lead by Pastor Bob.  This study explores the sometimes tu-

multuous relationship between Paul and the Christians in Corinth who were struggling 

to make sense of their faith in a diverse and secular culture.  Pastor Bob will lead 

this seven-session study on Monday nights beginning 21 September at 7 p.m.  The 

cost for the study guide is $8.00.   

 

Mark Eyler is leading a  home Bible study written by Rick Warren called “What on 

Earth Am I Here For?”   The 6 week study will be on Wednesday evenings at 7 p.m. 

and ends on 4 November.  The study will meet at Mark and Lori's house. Cost for 

the book is $9.00.    

 

  Photography Notice 

Please note that photographs taken during church activities and services are used for keeping our church archives up-to-date and for use in 

our bulletins, newsletters, website and Facebook account.  We ask that no tags, comments or changes be made on these photos for security 

reasons.  If you prefer not to have you or your child's photo used in any of these areas, please notify Sandra Valentine or Pastor Bob.  

WOLFGANG CANDY 

The Missions Committee is selling Wolfgang Candy to help 

pay for youth mission trips.  All order forms and pay-

ments are due by Sunday, 8 November.  Order forms 

and payments may be placed in the offering plate or in 

Sandy Valentine’s mailbox.  Proceeds will go to youth mission trips.  Candy should be delivered 

no later than 13 December.   



 

 

  

 

 

 

WELLER UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

MUSIC MINISTRIES 
The purpose of this music ministry at Weller UMC is to provide opportunities for 

spiritual growth through music and to enhance the worship of God.  Please  

consider joining one of the groups below. 

 

Instrumental Ensemble  

If you play an instrument of any type and would like to share your talents, please 

join this group.  We will meet every Thursday beginning September 10, from 5:15 

- 6:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. 

 

Youth/Adult Handbell Choir 

This group is open to youth entering middle school and older.  We will meet every 

Thursday, beginning September 10, from 6:15-7:15 p.m. in the handbell room 

downstairs. 

 

Adult & Youth Choir  

Come join the choir as we worship and prepare for our Christmas Cantata on Dec. 

13.  The choir is made up of youth and adults who enjoy singing.  All levels of sing-

ing are welcome from beginner to advanced.  Rehearsals are held every Thursday 

night from 7:30-8:30 p.m., in the sanctuary beginning 10 September.   

 

If you are interested in joining one or more of the groups or would like to find out 

more information you can send me an e-mail to the address listed below, call the 

office , 301-271-2802, or come to one of the rehearsals and check it out. 

 

Deborah.Shultzaberger@fcps.org 

“Sing to the Lord a new song, sing to the Lord, all the earth.” (Psalm 96) 

mailto:Deborah.Shultzaberger@fcps.org


 

 

Greeters for October 8:30 

4    Colby & Kathy Child  

11  Virginia Gelwicks & Jody Hahn 

18   Bob & Louise Shaffer 

25  (Combined)  Barb Barbe 

Acolytes  8:30 

4    A.J. Child 

11   Brody Mathias 

18   Jolene Mathias 

25  (Combined) Krista Royer 

Scripture Readers & Call to Worship 8:30 

4    Colby Child 

11   Roy Clever  

18   TBA 

25  (Combined) Sarah Pickett 

 

 

 

 

Greeters for October 11:00 

4 Barb Barbe 

11  No service 

18  John & Vickie Howes 

25  (Combined) Barb Barbe 

Acolytes  11:00 

4 Jacob Wastler 

11  No service 

18  Megan Clark 

25  (Combined) Krista Royer 

Scripture Readers 11:00 

4 Debby Shultzaberger  

11   No service 

18  TBA 

25  (Combined) Sarah Pickett 

HELPERS FOR THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 

October Sermons and Scriptures 

4    Table of the Open Heart, Jeremiah 31:31-34, 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

 (8:30 a.m. service only, no 11:00 service)  The Impossible Possibility, Mark 10:17-31 

18  Laity Sunday, Lay Speaker:  Mark Eyler, Scripture TBA 

25  Combined Service, Guest Speaker: Curtis Douglas from Kairos Inside 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Worship 
 

 

 

Sunday School  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Church Offering   

 

September 6 107 

September 13 93 

September 20 139 

September  27 90 

September Avg.  
 

107 

September  6 $4,696.00 

September 13 1,622.00 

September 20 2,391.00 

September 27 1,829.00 

ACH Monthly      

Deposit 

1,580.00 

Total (INM Not In-

cluded)  $12,118.00 

October Birthdays 
 

04  James Keilholtz; Kelsey Herbert 

08  Anita Drye; Charles Herbert; Hazel 

Mills 

09  Paul Shultzaberger 

10  Cindy Hart; Pat Alexander 

14  Kim Clever 

15  Matt Gautney 

20 Casey Wastler-Connally; Jacob Wastler 

22  Deb Schray; Kenneth Drye; Peggy Royer 

24  Rebecka Wivell 

25 Alex Baugher; Ashyln Summerall 

27 John Howes 

30  Vickie Howes 

31  Hope Brown 
 

 

October Anniversaries  

01  Carol & Robert Long 

05  Sylvia & Earl Weant 

23  Jennifer & Matt Roberts 

 

 

September 6 37 

September 13 41 

September 20 36 

September  27 29 

September Avg.  
 

36 

Although all birthdays are  

special for us, one of our Senior  

members is having special          

birthday in October.  

  

   Hazel Mills will be turning 98    

                     on October 8th.  

Please consider sending her a card as she joins the 

Weller 90+ club!  Cards may be mailed directly to her.   

You may call the church office for her address.  



 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 
Sandwich  
deliveries 
4-6 p.m. 

Choir  
Rehearsals 

5-8 p.m. 

2 
 

3 

4 
 

Holy  
Communion 

 
Operation 
Christmas 

Child Kick-off 

5 
 
 
 

Bible Study: 
Paul & the Co-

rinthians 
7 p.m. 

 

6 
 

Puppet Min-
istry 6 p.m. 

 
C.O.M.,  
7 p.m. 

7 
 

Prayer Time, 
7 p.m. 

 
 

Bible Study 
( Mark’s 

House) 7 p.m. 

8 
 

Choir  
Rehearsals 

5-8 p.m. 

9 
 

10 
Catoctin  
Colorfest 
Weekend 

9-5 
 

Youth Parking 
8-11 a.m. 

11 
 

8:30 a.m.  
service only 

 
No 11:00 
service 

12 
 
 
 

Bible Study: 
Paul & the Co-

rinthians 
7 p.m. 

 

13 
 
 

Puppet Min-
istry 6 p.m. 

 
Ad Board,  

7 p.m. 

14 
 
 

UMW, 1 p.m. 

 

 
Bible Study 

( Mark’s 
House) 7 p.m 

15 
 
 
 

Choir  
Rehearsals 

5-8 p.m. 

16 17 

18 
 

Laity Sunday 

19 
 
 

Bible Study: 
Paul & the Co-

rinthians 
7 p.m. 

20 
 
 
 

Puppet Min-
istry 6 p.m. 

21 
 

Prayer Time, 
7 p.m. 

 
 

Bible Study 
( Mark’s 

House) 7 p.m 

22 
 
 

Choir  
Rehearsals 

5-8 p.m. 

23 24 

25 
 

Combined 10 
a.m. Service 

 
Charge  

Conference 
2:30 p.m. 

26 
 

Bible Study: 
Paul & the Co-

rinthians 
7 p.m. 

27 
 

Puppet Min-
istry 6 p.m. 

 
Worship 

Committee, 
7:15 p.m. 

28 
 
 
 
 

Bible Study 
( Mark’s 

House) 7 p.m 

29 
 

Choir  
Rehearsals 

5-8 p.m. 

30 31 

Unless otherwise noted, the following events take place at the same time each week for this month: 
 
Tuesdays:    Please have all weekly bulletin information  to office by noon  

Thursdays:    Narcotics Anonymous in Weller House  6:30-7:30 p.m. 

Normal Church Office Hours are:  Monday – Thursday 8:30 a.m.—3:00 p.m.  Closed on Fridays. 


