
 

 TIDINGS OF WELLER         
“Affirm Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior as we  

care for others and tell people about Him.” 

Affirm  ~ Care ~ Tell      

 

101 N. Altamont Avenue, Thurmont, MD  21788 Office: 301-271-2802            On the Web: www.wellerumc.com 

Now Trending... 

We’ve all seen them by now.  They usually scroll 

across the bottom of your TV screen.  Some-

times they become the main news item of the 

day.  I’m talking about the tagline “Now Trend-

ing.”  They’re the latest, hottest, most widely 

viewed stories on social media and in the news.   

Most of these trending stories reflect pop cul-

ture’s latest obsessions with...whatever...which 

means a lot of what’s trending are stories that 

are pretty inconsequential.  Remember the line 

from Forrest Gump: “Stupid is as stupid does, 

sir.”  Yeah, that’s a lot of what’s trending.  But 

not to worry.  Trending stories don’t stay 

trending for long.  Most are gone in a day, or 

less. 

On the day I’m writing this column (1 October), 

there’s a trending story about a cat that loves 

to be vacuumed—that’s right, vacuumed—with a 

brush attachment on a vacuum hose.  Okay, kind 

of cute.  Not as much hair to vacuum off the 

sofa, I suppose. 

There was another on Twitter that’s just out-

right obsessive: “Coffee fanatic visits 11,733 

Starbucks in 17 years, won’t stop until he 

reaches them all.”  Talk about your dedication 

to a bizarre cause, this is it!  (Sorry, coffee 

drinkers). 

What’s trending on Yahoo.com today is a good 

news item about a reporter who found a 10 

year old boy while he was doing a story on him.  

The boy had disappeared from his home in 

Florida on a Thursday afternoon.  The next 

morning, following a news conference, the re-

porter walked down a street and saw a small 

boy coming out from behind some brush where 

he’d slept the night before.  He soon discov-

ered this was the missing boy and took him 

back to the police, who reunited the youngster 

with his family.   

The boy’s father was at work when his son was 

found.  His reaction?  “It’s like a wonderful 

joy,” the elated dad said, “like your son first 

being born.”  When he got home, his son leapt 

into his father’s arms.  Now that’s a good news 

story, the type of ending we don’t see very of-

ten with missing kids. 

It’s also the kind of story that ought to reso-

nate with people of faith as well.   

God has lots of lost children in this world.  

They’re not evil or wicked necessarily, they’re 

just...lost...and confused about God.   Maybe 

they’ve forgotten about the love God has for 

them.  Or maybe they’ve never heard of God’s 

love at all.   

But when they’re found, I think God reacts the 

same way the dad  of the lost Florida boy re-

acted.  “It is a wonderful joy,” God might say, 

“like a child being reborn!” 

Now that’s a trending story that’ll last. 

Peace, 

Pastor Bob 



 

 LET’S GO TO THE  

MOVIES:  

“ST. JOHN IN EXILE” 
 

Would you like to enjoy a good film, fellowship and 

popcorn, all in the same night?  Then come out to 

the church Saturday, 4 October, starting at 7 p.m., 

for a showing of “St. John in Exile.”  This film fea-

tures Dean Jones, one time star of several Disney 

movies, portraying the aging John as he reflects on 

his life as a follower of Jesus.  The story is set on 

the island of Patmos, where tradition holds John 

spent his last years, and experienced visions which he recorded and we know as the 

book of Revelation.  This one man show is a powerful dramatic experience you won’t 

want to miss.  For children, we will show the animated feature “Despicable Me” on a 

small screen in the library.  For more information contact the church office or Karen 

Younkins. 

NEW SONG BOOKS WILL BE DEDICATED THIS MONTH 

Weller will soon be singing some new songs, and a few old ones, with the arrival this month of 

a song book.  The new book is called The Faith We Sing, published by Abingdon Press, the 

United Methodist publishing house.   It will replace the Maranatha books starting on 26 Octo-

ber at the combined worship service.  

The Faith We Sing, or TFWS, contains numerous contemporary 

praise songs and some familiar songs.  Some of the titles in this 

book include: As the Deer, Grace Alone, Great is the Lord, He is 

Exalted, I Will Call Upon the Lord, Sanctuary, Shine Jesus Shine 

and many others. 

TFWS has been donated to the church by Roy and Dorothy 

Clever.  They are dedicating the books in memory of their son 

Andrew R. Clever.  We will have a special time in the service on 

the 26th to commemorate the books.  Thanks so much, Dorothy 

and Roy! 



 

 YOUTH GROUP NEWS: BUSY FALL AHEAD! 

Our Youth Group got off to a good start in September with a meeting 

at the church on the 7th and a kickball game on the 21st.  October and 

November are loaded with activities you’ll want to be a part of.  Here’s 

the 411: 

 

12 October (Saturday), Colorfest Parking from 7:45-11:30 a.m.  There 

will be donuts! 

19 October (Sunday), mini golfing at Gettysburg from 4-6:30 p.m. 

26 October (Sunday), meeting at church from 5-6:30 p.m. 

14-16 November (Friday-Sunday), youth retreat at Camp Manidokan with Good Shepherd UMC. 

23 November (Sunday), meeting at church from 5-6:30 p.m. 

 

Details on the November Youth Retreat will be available soon.  Check with Pastor Bob or Sarah Kells if 

you have any questions. 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
 

Last year we prepared over 40 shoeboxes for this international ministry, so 

we'd like to offer you the chance to participate again this year.   

Pick up your ready-to-assemble shoe boxes (if you don't have any of your 

own) in the hallway by the donation station.   We need  school supplies, small 

toys, personal care (hygiene) items, or anything else that fits in a shoebox  (t-shirts, hats, toys, school 

supplies).  But please: no food,  liquids or lotions, aerosol cans, fragile items, or war-related toys.   A 

detailed list is inside the label located with the boxes in the hallway and narthex.   

Please wrap and pack your boxes on your own at home (note that we must be able to open the lids,).   

Deadline to bring boxes: on or before 16 November .   Please be sure to attach the label.   

We are also asking that you donate $7.00 per box to cover shipping costs.    

If you have any questions, please contact Bob Miller. 

Thank you!  



 

 
 

 

 

NA MEETINGS TO BEGIN AT WELLER HOUSE THIS MONTH 

Pretty soon you’ll notice some more cars in the parking lot on Thursday nights.  That’s because the 

Weller House will be used as a meeting site for Narcotics Anonymous, or NA.  We’re all well aware 

that drug abuse is a major problem for our county and our community.  When Project Hope, Thur-

mont—a non-profit that coordinates support for addicts and education on drug abuse—identified a 

need for an additional NA meeting in Thurmont, we responded.   

Providing space for NA is an important contribution we can make to the fight against drugs in our 

community.  It is also part of our biblical mandate to help the least, last and lost of this world become 

whole again through God’s work in their lives. 

PUPPET MINISTRY RETURNING SOON   

Weller’s puppet ministry will be back in worship soon with our own mix of stories and songs telling of 

God’s love for the world.  Practices began on Tuesday, 30 September, and run every Tuesday from 6 

to 7 p.m.  We have a dedicated group of puppeteers already but there’s lots of room for anyone who 

wants to join the mayhem.  Prospective puppeteers must be in 5th grade or over, and be willing to learn 

more about God while have fun.  What’s not to like about that?  If you would like to join our team or 

just see what it’s all about, drop by the church any Tuesday evening at 6 p.m.  For more information, 

contact Pastor Bob or Sarah Kells. 

MISSIONS IN OCTOBER: IMAGINE NO MALARIA AND HEALTH KITS 

*Imagine No Malaria (INM) is the Missions theme for the month of October.  We will be collecting 

loose change (and dollars and checks) for this cause all month for presentation during the combined 

service on 26 October.  If you’d rather not wait, you can make a donation in the large collection jar in 

the foyer any Sunday.   

Want to see what your INM money buys?  Check out the mosquito net that will be located at the 

front of the Sanctuary on Sunday, 5 October.  Nets such as these save lives by preventing mosquito 

bites while people in malaria-ridden countries sleep. 

We will also offer the opportunity to order Wolfgang Candy which will arrive in early December, just 

in time for Christmas.  Look for the brochures in the foyer. The order forms are due on 9 November.  

Proceeds from the candy sale will also go towards Imagine No Malaria.  Through these efforts we 

hope to advance toward our goal of raising $3,000 by the end of 2015.   

The need for Health Kits has not been forgotten!  We have a container in the hallway where you can 

place the requested items.  They will be sent to Mission Central for distribution wherever in the 

world people have emergency needs.  



 

 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Deerfield UMC, has invited us to join them for a hay ride start-

ing at Scenic View Orchard parking lot at 5:00 pm. on Saturday, 

25 October.   
 

After that, we will be having a bonfire and enjoy hotdogs, marsh-

mallows and drinks.  
 

           This event is open to everyone!   
 

In order to make sure we have enough food, please sign up on the clipboard or notify 

the church office if you are going to be able to attend this special event by Sunday, 19 

October.   
 

secretary@wellerumc.com or pastor@wellerumc.com (301) 271-2802 

SUPPORT SCOUTING—BUY SNACKS! 

Cub Scout Pack 270 is selling popcorn and other snacks to raise funds for their yearly activities.  

If interested in ordering, please submit the order form along with payment to: 

Kathy or Colby Child, or Sandra Valentine.   

Please make checks payable to Cub Scouts Pack 270.   

An order form is on the bulletin board in the narthex.   

You may also order online anytime at www.trails-end.com 

Orders will be taken until approximately the 2nd week of November.   

Thank you for your support!  

A. J. Child, Troop 1011 and Den Chief Pack 270, Ayden Child Webelos II 

Pack 270, and Josh Valentine, Tigers Den Pack 270 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

01  Josh Bevard 

02  Joe Bailey 

04  Kelsey Herbert 

05  Christina Royer 

06  Amy Eyler; Matthew Eyler 

08  Hazel Mills; Anita Drye; Charles Herbert 

09  Paul Shultzaberger; Wanda Riffle 

10 Cindy Hart; Pat Alexander 

11  Gene Andrew 

12 Leon Ridenour 

14 Kim Clever; Charles Dougherty 

15 Matthew Gautney 

16 Paul Barbour, Jr. 

20 Casey Wastler; Jacob Wastler 

22 Ken Drye; Peggy Royer; Deborah Schray 

25 Alec Baugher 

27 John Howes 

30 Vickie Howes 

31  Hope Brown 

 

 

01  Carol & Robert Long 

05  Kim & Wes Hamrick; Sylvia & Earl Weant 

09  Shelby & Robert Wangness 

14  Jolane & Chris Souris 

15 Michelle & Paul Taylor 

16  Cheryl & Terry Fogle 

19  Pat & Joseph Turner 

21  Nancy & Bill Rice 

23  Jennifer & Matt Roberts; Carol & David Stevens 

 

 

Although all birthdays 

are special for us, one 

of our Senior members 

is having special birth-

day in  October.   

 

Hazel Mills will turn 97 on 8 October.  

 

Please consider sending her a card as she 

is in the Weller 90+ club!  Cards may be 

mailed directly to her.   

 

You can call the church office for her 

address.  

WOLFGANG CANDY  

IS BACK!  

 

The Missions Committee is 

selling Wolfgang Candy this 

fall to raise funds for Imagine No Malaria 

(INM).  INM is the UMC’s effort to eliminate 

the scourge of malaria, which kills millions of 

people in Africa each year.    

 

All order forms and payments are due by 

Sunday, 9 November.  Order forms and 

payments should be placed in the offering 

plate or in Sandy Valentine’s mailbox. 

 

Please make checks payable to:  Weller UMC      

Memo:  candy  



 

  

 

 

 

Worship 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School  

 

Church Offering   

 

Sept.  7 93 

Sept. 14 117 

Sept. 21 97 

Sept. 28 97 

SEPTEMBER AVG.  
 

101 

Sept. 7 48 

Sept. 14 52 

Sept. 21 43 

Sept. 28 41 

 SEPTEMBER AVG. 46 

Sept. 7 2,914 

Sept. 14 2,602 

Sept. 21 1,750 

Sept. 28 N/A 

Imagine No Malaria No Count  

ACH Monthly      

Deposit 

N/A 

Total             

(Imagine No Malar-

ia Not Included)  

N/A 

THE ANNUAL CHARGE           

CONFERENCE DATE HAS 

CHANGED TO MONDAY,   20 

OCTOBER  
 

Weller’s annual charge conference will be on Monday, 20       

October, at 7:30 p.m.  

Please mark this important date on your calendars—we would 

like to see a good turnout for this, the church’s annual business 

meeting. 

Please contact the church office at 301-271-2802 if you have 

any questions about the Conference. 

PHOTO’S NEEDED 

We will recognize loved ones who have died during 

the past year (since 1 Nov 2013) at the All Saints 

Day worship services on Sunday, 2 November.       

 

This year, we would like to show a picture of your 

loved one on the screen as their name is read and 

the church is bell rung.  

If you have an electronic version of your loved one 

already, please email it to the church office: secre-

tary@weller– umc.com.  You can also drop a photo 

off to the church office so we can scan it and return 

to you. 

Thank you. 



 

 

       
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
 

 1 
 

2 
 
 

Cantata 
 Rehearsals 

 
 

3 4 
 

Fellowship Move 
Night 

7:00 p.m. 

5 
 

Communion 
during          

services 
 

Operation 
Christmas 

Child begins 

6 
 

Scout Leaders 
7 p.m. 

(Library) 
 

Missions  
6 p.m. 

 
Prayer Shawl 
7 p.m. (W.H.) 

7 
 

C.O.M.  
7 p.m. 

 
Puppet Ministry 

6 p.m. 
 

Kids Choir  
7 p.m. 

8 
 
 

Prayer Time 
6:30 p.m. 

9 10 11 
51st Catoctin  

Colorfest  
9-5 

 
Youth Parking 

7:45 a.m. - 

12 
 

Prayer Shawl 
Ministry     

during service 
 

51st Catoctin  
Colorfest  

9-5 

13 14 
 

Ad Board  
7 p.m. 

 
Puppet Ministry  

6 p.m. 
 

Kids Choir 
7 p.m. 

15 
 
 

UMW 1 p.m. 

16 17 18 

19 
 
  
 

20 
 

Charge     
Conference 

at Weller 
UMC 

7:30 p.m.  

21 
 
 
 

Kids Choir 
7 p.m. 

22 
 

Prayer Time 
6:30 p.m. 

23 24 25 
 

All Invited!   
 

Deerfield Hayride 
& Bonfire 

5 p.m. 

26 
 

Combined 
Worship Svc. 

10 a.m. 
 

Brunch 11 a.m. 

27 28 
 

Puppet Ministry 
6 p.m. 

 
Kids Choir 

7 p.m. 

29 30 31 
 

All Hallow’s 
Eve 

 
a.k.a. 

Halloween 

 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR PRACTICE - Tuesday nights 7 p.m.  

Bulletin announcements are due to the church by noon on Wednesday.  



 

 

Greeters 8:30 

05  Nancy Rice 

12  R.J. & Betty Shorb 

19  Mo & Janice Snyder 

26  (Combined) Dennis & Paulette Mathias 

Acolytes  8:30 

05  Daniel Dutrow 

12  Jolene Mathias 

19  Krista Royer 

26  (Combined)  Josh Miller 

Scripture Readers & Call to Worship 8:30 

05  Lee Taylor  

12  Dorothy Clever  

19  Melissa Mathias 

26  (Combined)  Christine Miller 

Nursery Assistant 8:30 

All dates open 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greeters 11:00 

05  Mark Eyler 

12  John & Vickie Howes 

19  Terry Eyler 

26  (Combined) Dennis & Paulette Mathias 

Acolytes  11:00 

05  Jacob Wastler 

12  Megan Clark 

19  Emmalee Miller 

26 (Combined) Josh Miller 

Scripture Readers 11:00 

05  Bob Miller  

12  Alison McGuire 

19  Kelly Alexander  

26  (Combined) Christine Miller 

Nursery Assistant 11:00 

All dates open 
 

 

 

October Sermons and Scriptures 

05  Stories Old and New, Philippians 3:4b-14 

12 Rejoicing in the Middle, Philippians 4:1-9 

19 Guest Speaker Rod Fry 

26  (Combined)  What About the End?, 2 Peter 3:1-14; Mark 13:32-37 

5 


