
 

 TIDINGS OF WELLER         
“Affirm Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior as we  

care for others and tell people about Him.” 

Affirm  ~ Care ~ Tell      

 

101 N. Altamont Avenue, Thurmont, MD  21788 Office: 301-271-2802            On the Web: www.wellerumc.com 

“Who Lives Here?” 
 

You’ve probably seen them in your neighborhood.  The houses 

that stick out because no one has cut the grass for a month, 

or the paint is peeling, or part of the garage is falling apart.  

I saw that last one in a neighborhood around here a few 

months ago.  The corner of the garage was in pieces, proba-

bly from someone running a car into it.  It’s fixed now but it 

had me wondering what was up with the homeowners.  Don’t 

they want to keep the place in good repair?  I learned later 

on someone in the family was very ill and it made me rethink 

my earlier judgment.  Maybe what’s going on inside the home 

is more important than maintaining outward appearances. 

 

Even houses that look neat and clean and proper on the out-

side can contain some nasty shocks on the inside.  That’s 

what we hear when the evening news brings us the story of 

the latest murder, and how the neighbors are shocked when 

they learn about it because the family that lived there 

“seemed so normal.” 

 

Jesus told stories that warned us about the same thing.  

What goes on inside a person is more important than how 

they look on the outside.  God does not judge by what’s on 

the outside but what goes on inside the human heart.  Here’s 

one of those stories: 
 

When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it 

passes through waterless places seeking rest, and 

finding none it says, ‘I will return to my house from 

which I came.’  And when it comes, it finds the house 

swept and put in order.  Then it goes and brings sev-

en other spirits more evil than itself, and they enter 

and dwell there. And the last state of that person is 

worse than the first (Luke 11:24-26). 

 

Appearances can be deceiving.  What really matters, wheth-

er we’re talking houses or the human heart, is this: who lives 

here?  Is it a spirit of love and peace and welcome?  Or is it 

the opposite, a spirit filled with hatred, self-centeredness 

and malice toward others? 

 

When we invite God into our lives, God’s spirit dwells in us.  

The Holy Spirit fills up the empty places in our lives.  (This 

was the reason the evil spirit in Jesus’ story could move back 

into its old haunts so easily—the house was neat and orderly, 

but it was empty.  Today we might say: the lights were on 

but no one else was at home). 
 

Who lives here? 
 

In instructing the people of Israel to keep God’s command-

ments, Moses told them to talk about God’s commands all the 

time, at home and when they were away, and to “write them 

on the doorframes of your houses and on your 

gates” (Deuteronomy 6:9).  That way, everyone would know 

the commands of the Lord as well as the answer to the ques-

tion “who lives here?”  It’s God. 

 

Leonard Sweet is a United Methodist teacher, thinker, and 

futurist.  He tells the story about an old German schoolmas-

ter who had carved above the front door of his house the 

following words: "Dante, Luther, Goethe, Barth, Heidegger 

live here."  None of these poets, theologians and philoso-

phers actually lived there, of course.  This was the old 

schoolmaster’s way of saying he had live so closely with their 

ideas over the years that it seemed like they shared his 

home.   

Sweet concludes his story with his own statement of who 

lives in his “house.”  

I only want to write one thing over the doorpost to 

my heart and life: "Jesus Christ lives here." 

May it be so with each of us. 

Peace,    Pastor Bob 



 

 

       
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
 

    1 

2 
 

All Saints  
Sunday 

 
Communion  

 
Daylight Sav-
ing Time Ends 

3 
 

Scout Leaders 
7 p.m. 

(Library) 
 

Missions  
6 p.m. 

 
Prayer Shawl 
7 p.m. (W.H.) 

4 
 

C.O.M.  
7 p.m. 

 
Puppet Ministry 

6 p.m. 
 

Kids Choir  
7 p.m. 

5 
 
 
 

6 
 

Trustee’s 
7 p.m. 

 
 

Cantata  
Rehearsals  

5-8:30  

7 8 

9 
 

Prayer Shawl 
Ministry     

during service 
 

Wolfgang Can-
dy & Calendar 

Deadlines 
 

10 11 
 

Ad Board  
7 p.m. 

 
Puppet Ministry  

6 p.m. 
 

Kids Choir 
7 p.m. 

12 
 
 

UMW 1 p.m. 
 

Prayer Time 
6:30 p.m. 

13 
 
 
 
 

Cantata  
Rehearsals  

5-8:30  

14 15 

16 
Operation 
Christmas 

Child dead-
line 

 
Pot Luck 

5 p.m. 

17 18 
 
 
 

Kids Choir 
7 p.m. 

19 20 
 
 

Cantata  
Rehearsals  

5-8:30  

21 
 
 

INM 
Roy Rogers  
Fundraiser 

5-8 p.m. 

22 

23 
 

Thanksgiving 
Sunday  

24 
 

Worship 
Meeting 

6:30 p.m. 

25 
 

Kids Choir 
7 p.m. 

26 
 

Prayer Time 
6:30 p.m. 

27 
 
 

28 29 

30 
 

Poinsettia  
orders  

Deadline 

      

Unless otherwise noted, the following events take place at the same time each week for this month: 

Tuesdays Weekly bulletin information due to office by noon.   Kids Choir Practice 7 p.m.  Puppet Ministry 6 p.m.-7 p.m. ;   

1st & 3rd Tuesdays: Cub Scout Wolves Den in Weller House 6-7 p.m. 

Thursdays Narcotics Anonymous in Weller House  6:30-7:30 

Youth Retreat 14-16 



 

 

Greeters 8:30 

02  Matt & Jenny Roberts 

09  Charlene & Florence Stitely 

16  John & Cindy Hart 

23  Jamison & Melissa Mathias 

30  Ethel Brauer 

Acolytes  8:30 

02  OPEN 

09  Brody Mathias 

16  Jolene Mathias 

23  Krista Royer 

30  A.J. Child  

Scripture Readers & Call to Worship 8:30 

02  Bill Clayton  

09  Roy Clever  

16  Ethel Brauer 

23  Virginia Gelwicks 

30  Paulette Mathias 

Nursery Assistant 8:30 

All dates open 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greeters 11:00 

02  Barb Barbe 

09  Mark Eyler 

16  Deb & Michaela Stull & Joan Staub 

23  Buddy, Donetta, and Kelsey Herbert 

30  Catherine Pitt  

Acolytes  11:00 

02  Makayla Eibert 

09  Josh Miller 

16  Megan Clark 

23  Jacob Wastler 

30  Makayla Eibert 

Scripture Readers 11:00 

02  Josh Miller 

09  Debby Shultzaberger  

16  Christine Miller  

23  Michele Merico 

30  Renee Shaffer 

Nursery Assistant 11:00 

All dates open 

 

 

 

November Sermons and Scriptures 

02  For ALL the Saints - Matthew 5:1-12, 1 John 3:1-3 

09  Life After - 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

16  Guest Speaker:  Rod Fry 

23  Doxology - Psalm 95:1-7a, Esphesians 1:15-23 

30  Christmas Visions:  Do it Again! - Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19, Isaiah 64:1-9 
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02  NancyEyler; Zachary Dutrow 

03  Nancy Angell 

04  Lyle Pickett  

05  Lisa Eyler   

06  Betty Stambaugh; R.J. Shorb 

07  Terry Fogle; Sharon Speak; Madelyn Clever 

10  Kellie Bevard 

11  Nolan Griffith 

12  Rick Eyler; Bill Rice 

13  Russell Hallman 

16  Mildred Shire; Bill Clayton 

18  Gary Roberts 

20  Virginia Gelwicks  

21  Kathy Wastler  

22  Maxine Naugle; Joan Follin 

23  Peg Wilson; Kimberly Hamrick  

26  Barb Barbe; Greg Gautney, Sr. 

28   Kathy Child  

 

 

 

 

07  Jennifer & David McGuire 

12  Holly & Michael Cool 

21  Lavina & Jerry Clem 

25  Dorothy & Roy Clever 

29  Priscilla & Charlie Nash  

 

 

 

Although all birth-

days are special for 

us, one of our Senior 

members is having 

special birthday in  November.   

 

Mildred Shire will turn 95 on  

November 16.   

 

Please consider sending her a card as 

she is in the Weller 90+ club!  Cards 

may be mailed directly to her.   

 

You can call the church office for her 

address.  



 

 
THANKSGIVING POT LUCK DINNER FELLOWSHIP  

 

November 16, 2014 - 5:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall.  Please bring your fa-

vorite dish to share.  Invite a friend. 

 

Please write on the back of your green attendance slips if you plan to at-

tend just so that we may get an approximate count.   

ADVENT STUDY 

 

Join us this Advent season as we make ready for the time When God 

Comes Down.  This five-week study focuses on God’s action in Jesus 

Christ, encouraging participants to think more deeply in terms of the 

biblical, theological, and spiritual meaning of the Nativity, and apply 

it to their own lives.  Each lesson includes a key Scripture passage, a 

brief reflection, discussion questions, a brief prayer and a focus for 

the coming week.  The story of the Nativity is viewed through the 

lives of biblical characters including Zechariah, Elizabeth, Joseph, 

Mary and Jesus. 

 

The Advent study will be held every Monday evening in December (1, 

8, 15, 22, 29) at 7 p.m., and every Wednesday morning (3, 10, 17, 24, 

29) at 9:30 a.m.)  The cost of the book is $7.00.  

 

Please contact the church office to register for this class.  Contact Pastor Bob for more infor-

mation. 



 

  

 

 

 

Worship 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School  

 

Church Offering   

 

October 5 80 

October 12 66 

October 19 90 

October 26 97 

OCTOBER AVG.  
 

83 

October 5 30 

October 12 30 

October 19 42 

October 26 33 

 OCTOBER AVG.  

October 5 3,840 

October 12 1,840 

October 19 3,021 

October 26 1,247 

Imagine No Malaria N/A  

ACH Monthly      

Deposit 

1,830 

Total             

(Imagine No Malar-

ia Not Included)  

$11,778 

WANTED: PICTURES OF 

CHRISTMASES PAST 

 

This year, we want to visualize 

what Christmas means with photos 

of family Christmas gatherings from the past. Please help us 

by bringing in some of your favorite Christmas photos, 

which we will scan in the office and show on powerpoint 

slides at the beginning of each service in Advent and on 

Christmas Eve.  All photos will be returned to you.  Alterna-

tively, you can email your photos to the Sandra Valentine at 

the church office.  Share the memories of Christmas with 

your Weller family this year! 

POINSETTIA’S 

 

Weller UMC is now selling poinset-

tia’s in memory of or honor of a loved 

one now thru November 30th.   

Order forms are in the weekly     

bulletin, narthex, or you may contact 

the church office.   



 

 YOUTH GROUP RETREAT AND RALLY 
 

Two big events are coming up for the Youth Group: 
 

Retreat at Camp Manidokan, 14-16 November: We’ll spend the weekend 

at this UMC camp near Harper’s Ferry with a youth group from Good 

Shepherd UMC, Waldorf, MD.  The weekend includes hiking, low ropes 

or high ropes course, games, a nighttime bonfire, time for devotions, 

worship and communion.  We’ll leave between 6 p.m. and 7 p.m. on Friday the 14th and return after lunch 

(around 1 p.m.) on Sunday the 16th.  Cost of the trip is $25 per person.  Registration deadline is 2 No-

vember. 
 

“Masterpiece” Youth Rally at Ocean City, MD, 9-11 January 2015:  The rally is a great opportunity for 

youth to connect with God through contemporary praise music, inspirational speakers and small group 

activities.  We depart from the church at 4 p.m. on Friday the 9th and return about 4 p.m. on Sunday 

the 11th.  Cost for the trip is $35 per student ($30 for second child in same family).  No cost for chap-

erones/drivers.  Registration deadline is 9 November. 

 

Please contact Becky Harbaugh, the church office or Pastor Bob if you have any questions. 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
 

Last year we prepared over 40 shoeboxes for this international ministry, so we'd 

like to offer you the chance to participate again this year.   

Pick up your ready-to-assemble shoe boxes (if you don't have any of your own) in the hallway by the 

donation station.   We need  school supplies, small toys, personal care (hygiene) items, or anything else 

that fits in a shoebox  (t-shirts, hats, toys, school supplies).  But please: no food,  liquids or lotions, 

aerosol cans, fragile items, or war-related toys.   A detailed list is inside the label located with the 

boxes in the hallway and narthex.   

Please wrap and pack your boxes on your own at home (note that we must be able to open the lids,).   

Deadline to bring boxes: on or before 16 November .   Please be sure to attach the label.   

We are also asking that you donate $7.00 per box to cover shipping costs.    

If you have any questions, please contact Bob Miller. 

Thank you!  



 

 
PUPPET MINISTRY  

Weller’s puppet ministry will be back in worship soon with our own mix of stories 

and songs telling of God’s love for the world.  Practices began on Tuesday, 30 Sep-

tember, and run every Tuesday from 6 to 7 p.m.  We have a dedicated group of 

puppeteers already but there’s lots of room for anyone who wants to join the mayhem.  Prospective 

puppeteers must be in 5th grade or over, and be willing to learn more about God while have 

fun.  What’s not to like about that?  If you would like to join our team or just see what it’s all about, 

drop by the church any Tuesday evening at 6 p.m.  For more information, contact Pastor Bob or Sarah 

Kells. 

 

COOKIES NEEDED 

Two requests are being made for the Falling Waters Campus of the Board of Child Care. 

1. Cookies, preferably store bought.  Oreos are the favorite. 

2. Items for the Christmas store, yard sale type.  No stuffed animals please.   

A collection box is located in the hallway. 

Due to her having surgery, the lady who picks up the donations will be doing so a week earlier this 

year.  The deadline for drop off to the church is next Sunday, 9 November.   

 

CALENDAR SALE  

The annual calendar sale has started and Mark Eyler  needs your help.  The 2015 calendars include 

inspirational pictures and scriptures/quotations.  They make great gift items.  Calendars cost $8.00 

and can be purchased using one of the order forms available, or by contacting Mark Eyler.  Deadline 

to order calendars is next Sunday, 9 November.  

 

WOLFGANG CANDY DEADLINE  

The Missions Committee is selling Wolfgang Candy this fall to raise funds for Imagine No Malaria 

(INM).  INM is the UMC’s effort to eliminate the scourge of malaria, which kills millions of people in 

Africa each year.    

 

All order forms and payments are due next Sunday, 9 November.  Order forms and payments 

should be placed in the offering plate or in Sandra Valentine’s mailbox. 

 

Please make checks payable to:  Weller UMC      Memo:  Candy  



 

 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

LOOKING FOR MEMORIES OF WELLER 

 

Next year, Weller will celebrate its 185th anniversary—a 

real milestone that many churches don’t achieve.  We have 

several special observances planned throughout the year, 

the biggest of which is a Homecoming Celebration on Sun-

day, 20 September.  (Mark your calendars NOW!) 

 

To make this anniversary truly memorable, we will publish a 

new history of the church and share the Weller story with 

the community.  To do this well, we need your memories of 

some of the significant (and not so significant) events in 

the life of the church.  If you have some memories you’d 

like to share or perhaps some old photos, books, programs, 

videos, or other items related to the church, we’d like to 

know about them.  Please contact Karen Younkins, Pat Al-

exander, Dorothy Clever, Cindy Hart, or Pastor Bob, and 

tell them about your historic items/recollections. 

Fellow Brothers and Sisters,  

 First I would like to thank our Lord for all the healing he has 

done for me. 

 I want to thank Pastor Bob, family, and friends for visits in 

the hospital.  I would like to thank everyone for their prayers,     

flowers, cards and concerns about me.   

 The Prayer Shawl also meant so much to me.  It gave me comfort in the hospital and 

at home while I am revering.   

 It means so much to have caring friends and family like you.  

Thank you and may God bless you.   

Love, Donnie Wastler, Sr. 

 


