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“Deep and Wide and Shared All Over 
 

It’s probably one of the first jokes we learned 
in elementary school once we understood the 
idea that words that sound alike but are 
spelled differently have different meanings.  
Here goes. 

Question: What’s black and white and 
red all over?  

Answer: a newspaper (because it is 
“read” all over). 

I have a variant of that old joke. 

Question: What’s deep and wide and shared all 
over? 

Answer: God’s love.  (Sorry, no play on words 
here, just a simple truth). 

Deep and wide is our theme for this year.  It’s 
based on the old children’s song by the same 
name. 

I’m calling this our theme for the year be-
cause I believe this provides a picture of who 
God calls us to be in God’s world.   

To be deep and wide we need to: 

Draw deep from the living water that is Je-
sus Christ, and 

Reach wide to share God’s love. 

We begin by growing deeper in love with our 
Lord.  Life with God is a relationship.  Like any 
relationship, we need to devote ourselves to it 
by spending time with the Savior we love.  We 
can do this by practicing one or more of the 
spiritual disciplines that help us grow closer to 
God, such as: 

Reading the Bible daily.   

Setting aside time for prayer.  

Worshipping regularly.   

Giving generously.  

Studying the Bible with others.   

If you have not been doing one or more of 
these things, let me encourage you to start 
doing so during this season of Lent.   

The second part is reaching wide to share 
God’s love.  This means sharing the story of 
God’s love with other people.  This doesn’t 
mean standing out on a street corner scream-
ing at people to change their evil ways—the 
unfortunate picture of evangelism in the popu-
lar imagination.  It does mean sharing God’s 
love through the relationships we are already 
building with the people we meet on a day-by-
day, week-by-week, month-by-month basis.   

It also means being open to God leading us into 
new ministry opportunities. 

Last month, we took a church-wide spiritual 
gifts inventory.  The results showed that we 
have a lot of people with compassion for those 
in need.  We also have a lot of people with the 
gift of serving.  Taking those two together, I 
believe God is equipping this congregation to 
reach out in love to help our neighbors. 

We need to spread our arms wide to share 
God’s love.  Doing so means becoming like the 
trees of the forest—the only way they can 
spread their branches wide is to grow deep 
roots in the soil. 

The only way we can prepare to serve God is to 
draw deep from the living water that is Jesus 
Christ.  When we drink deeply from the living 
water, God will supply our every need. 

God has more in store for us.  So stay thirsty, 
my friends. 

Peace, 

Pastor Bob 



 

  

 

 

 

WELLER NEWS 
WELLER HOUSE LOAN PAID OFF! 
By Henry Alexander 

The Weller congregation voted to purchase the Weller House in 2001. On May 2, 2001, we se-
cured a loan in the amount of $137,500 with F&M bank.  After one refinancing and nearly 14 
years, we have paid that loan in full!  The campaign to pay extra principal on the loan was a 
huge success and we were able to finish paying for the loan in January 2015.  Without these 
extra payments, the loan would not have been paid off until 2019.  Congratulations and thanks 
go out to everyone who made special donations to the Weller House pay off drive. 

The pay off of this loan also brings a change to the church's general accounting methods.  In 
2001, we planned to pay for the Weller House loan from the "Building Fund" envelopes.  How-
ever, not enough money was being received in the building fund envelopes to cover the loan 
payments.  At that point, the Administrative Board voted to deposit money from the building 
fund envelopes into the general account and pay the loan with funds from general account as 
well.  

Now that the Weller House loan is paid off, the Administrative Board agreed to return the 
money collected in the Building Fund envelopes to the Capital Account beginning in March 
2015.  This means all funds given through the building fund envelopes will go toward repairs 
and general maintenance of the church's properties.  

Paying off the Weller House is a huge accomplishment for Weller UMC.  Nonetheless, we still 
need your financial support for routine expenses, such as salaries and supplies, and special ex-
penses, such as mission trips and heating and air conditioning equipment replacements.   

Please continue to give at your current (or higher!) levels to both the general fund (weekly/
monthly envelopes) and designated funds (Building Fund, Missions, and other special enve-
lopes).  Weller is moving toward financial stability.  The elimination of the Weller House loan 
and your continued support through your gifts and tithes will keep us moving in the right di-
rection to reach that goal.  

Thanks again to everyone for helping make this loan pay off, and our improved financial situa-
tion, become realities. 

 

 

 

 

 

We will celebrate the retirement of our debt with a special act during the worship service at 
the 1 March combined worship service, starting at 10:00 a.m.  At that time, church members 
who were part of making the original loan agreement will join current church leaders as we 
witness to our awesome God who makes all good things possible.   



 

 

 

THURMONT MINISTERIUM LENTEN SERVICES 

Each year, the Thurmont Ministerium offers a series of worship services during Lent, with 
different churches taking turns to host the services.  This year’s schedule is below.  All ser-
vices begin at 7 p.m. and last about one hour.  Attending one or more of these services will 
enhance your Lenten experience as we all seek to grow more deeply in love with our God. 

 
Monday’s at 7 p.m.  
23 February    St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Utica, Pastor Bert  
                         Lane 
2 March  St. John’s Lutheran Church, Pastor Susan Beck 
9 March  Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Barbara Anderson 
16 March  Harriett Chapel, Pastor Sally Joyner Giffin 
23 March  Thurmont Church of the Brethren 

 

 

 

“WEEK OF HOPE” YOUTH  

MISSION TRIP  

12-17 JULY 
Last year’s mission trip to northern Virginia 
was a great experience for everyone who 

went.  So who’s up for a return visit?  The Week of Hope is a great opportunity to be in 
mission to some needy folks in the Manassas, Virginia area.  Last year we worked with some 
disabled youth at a summer day camp, helping them with activities and getting to know 
some great people.  We also met some terrific youth and adult leaders from other church-
es and worked alongside them in every day. 

 

This year’s trip will be the last week in July.  We’ll depart on Sunday the 12th and return on 
Friday the 17th.  We’re looking for youth ages 12-17, and for adult chaperones, to take 
part in this amazing mission experience.  The total cost for the trip is $266. The Mission 
committee can pay $200 of this cost for the first six (6) youth who apply.  To reserve 
your spot on this transformative journey, we need a check for $66 made out to Weller 
UMC (NOTE: Youth Mission Trip) by Sunday, 8 March. 

 

For more information, contact Pastor Bob, Sarah Kells at 301 -271-2838, Pat Alexander, 
or Kelly Alexander. 



 

 

APPORTIONMENT GIVING ROSE IN 
2014 

By Pastor Bob 

Here is some good news to report.  Weller in-
creased its apportionment payments to the Baltimore Washington Conference last 
year.  In 2014, our payments totaled $9,250, which was 39.5% of the $23,419 goal.  
This was a modest improvement over 2013 when we paid $6,000, or about 28% of our 
apportionment.   
 

Like all United Methodist Churches, Weller is expected to contribute to the larger 
church through a system of apportionment giving.  The apportionment is determined 
each year through a formula that takes a percentage (the current rate is 17.5%) and 
multiplies that by the church’s operating costs for the previous year.  Operating costs 
include staff salaries and funds spent on things like utilities.   
 

Apportionments grew out of the connectional system created by the principal founder 
of Methodism, John Wesley.  The main idea of the connection is that all Christians are 
connected through the body of Christ.  If one part of the body is in need, the other 
parts that can help ought to contribute to the overall health of the whole.  The biblical 
foundation for this is the Apostle Paul’s collection from the fledgling churches of Asia 
Minor and Greece for the poor of the church in Jerusalem.  (See, for example, Romans 
15:30-31).  Following Paul’s lead, our apportionment giving enables us to support minis-
tries and educational activities sponsored by the UMC around the globe, as well as pay-
ing for the costs of the annual conference and the General Church. 
 

For 2015, Weller plans to contribute $12,000--$3,000 more than in 2014--toward our 
apportionment of $21,710.  This represents about 55% of our apportionment goal.  The 
goal is less than last year’s ($23,419) due to changes in the pastor’s salary and savings 
from our operating costs.   

 

The Administrative Board approved 
a plan last year to return the 
church to making 100% of its ap-
portionment goal by 2019.  Your 
generous contributions enable us to 
make progress toward this goal, and 
to have a positive impact for God 
far beyond our zip code.  Thank 
you, generous saints! 
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IMAGINE NO MALARIA COIN  

COLLECTION RETURNS IN MARCH 

 

What’s in your pocket?  Got any loose 
change?  If you do, save it during the month 
of March for the Imagine No Malaria cam-
paign.  Imagine No Malaria is the UMC’s ef-
fort to help eliminate malaria in Africa during 
our lifetime.  Funds collected through this 
campaign purchase mosquito nets and medical 
supplies, and fund preventative education and 
medical clinics that are on the front line of 
the fight against this deadly disease.   

Each year, millions of people on the continent 
of Africa are infected with malaria.  Tens of 
thousands die each year, mostly children and 
the elderly. 

Weller set a goal to raise $3,000 by the end 
of 2015 to contribute to Imagine No Malaria.  
As of this writing, we have raised about 
$2,600 of this pledge.  Help put us “over the 
top” by saving your coins this month. 

 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 

 

When disaster strikes and help is needed 
fast, the United Methodist Committee on Re-
lief (UMCOR) answers the call.  Whether it’s 

hurricanes in Oklahoma, a tsunami in Japan or 
earthquakes in Haiti, UMCOR is able to re-
spond fast thanks to generous giving by Unit-
ed Methodists around the world.  When we 
give to the One Great Hour of Sharing, we 
help pay the administrative and operational 
costs for UMCOR.  That enables all the funds 
collected for specific disasters to go directly 
to relief efforts. 

We will observe the One Great Hour of Shar-
ing on Sunday, 15 March, with a special offer-
ing envelope.  Please prayerfully consider giv-
ing what you are able to support this im-
portant mission of the UMC.  

 

EASTER BREAKFAST 

 

You are invited to join us for our annual 
breakfast after the Easter sunrise service on 
Sunday, 5 April.  The breakfast will begin 
shortly after the sunrise service, which 
starts at 6:30 a.m. and should be done by 
7:00 a.m. 

For more information or to help out, contact 
Karen Younkins. 

 

LENTEN STUDY 
Holy Week and Easter come alive with video commentaries and 
thought-provoking discussion questions using the art of artist John 
August Swanson. 
 
A six-session course to inspire your Lenten journey.  

 Meets Thursday mornings at 9:30 a.m. 

 Start date 19 February 

 End date 26 March 

 Cost for book is $5.00   

Contact Pastor Bob or the church office to sign up. 
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Have you been looking for a way to share 
yourself with God and your church family?  
Look no further!  The Weller Instrumental 
Ensemble, Youth/Adult Choir and Youth/
Adult Handbell Choir  has a place for you. 
The groups started meeting 22 January, 
but it’s not too late to join.   

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
Instrumental Ensemble  - Thursday from 
5;00 - 6:00 p.m. 
 
Youth/Adult Handbell choir - Thursday 
from 6:15 -  7:15,  in the handbell room 
downstairs. 
 
Adult & Youth Choir  - Thursday from 
7:30-8:30, in the sanctuary.  
 
Weekly re-

hearsal for both choirs will continue until 16 April.  
 
  
 
The Easter Cantata will be held on 26 April, at 

10:00. 
 
Hope to see you at one or more of the rehearsals!! 



 

  

 

 

 

THANK YOU!   

Dear Weller Church,  

 
Thank you so much for the use of the church and for your prayers and kindness at this 
time.      Lila L. Schildt 

Dear friends at Weller,  
 
It’s so nice to know that I’m surrounded by warm and kind people in my church family.  I love my Val-
entine’s bag  filled with wonderful treats.  Thank you so much for thinking of me while I am away.   
 
Love always, Elaine Schray 

Dear Weller Church, 

 

Thank you so much for my Valentine bag of goodies.   It is really wonderful that you 

think of me.   

 

Sincerely,    

Kelsey Valentine 

WELLER BEATS FCF IN CHURCH BASKETBALL LEAGUE 

The Weller basketball team won a close matchup with Frederick Christian Fellow-
ship (FCF)  by a score of 61 to 55.  The game was played at First Baptist Church in 
Frederick on Tuesday, 24 February.  This win brings Weller’s record to three wins 
and one loss for the season.   

Be sure to thank team coach Bob Shaffer, assistant Robbie Shaffer, and players 
Henry Alexander and Terry Fogle for representing Weller in this league.  
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Greeters 8:30 

08  Boy Scouts 

15  John & Cindy Hart 

22  Jamison & Melissa Mathias 

29  Colby & Kathy Child 

Acolytes  8:30 

08  Boy Scouts 

15  Daniel Dutrow 

22  Robbie Shaffer 

29  Brody Mathias 

Scripture Readers & Call to Worship 8:30 

08  Boy Scouts 

15  Roy Clever 

22  Jody Hahn 

29  Nancy Rice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greeters 11:00 

08  Boy Scouts 

15  Katy Bowers 

22  Donnie & Darlene Wastler 

29  Catherine Pitt, and Jane Eyler 

Acolytes  11:00 

08  Boy Scouts   

15 Makayla Eibert 

22 Josh Miller 

29  Megan Clark 

Scripture Readers 11:00 

08  Boy Scouts 

15  Bob Miller 

22  Henry Alexander 

29  Alison McGuire 

 

 

 
 
 

HELPERS FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH 

 

March Sermons and Scriptures 
01  Covenant: From Water, Genesis 9:8-17; Mark 1:8-15 

08  Covenant:  Faithful, Genesis 17:1-7, 15-18; Romans 4:13-25 

15  (Scout Sunday) Covenant:  That They May Have Life,  Exodus 20:1-17 

22  (Healing Service) Covenant:  Forgiveness, Numbers 21:4-9; John 3:17-21   

29  Covenant:  Arrival, Mark 11:1-11 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Worship 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Offering   

 

February 1 108 

February 8 109 

February 15 72 

February 22 No services 

February  AVG.  
 

96 

February 1 $3,428.00 

February 8 $3,374.00 

February 15 $930.00 

February 22 No services 

Imagine No Malaria N/A  

ACH Monthly      

Deposit 

$1,830 

Total (INM Not In-

cluded)  $9,562 

 

 

 

 
 

01  Sarah Kells 

03 Skyla Smith; Brody Mathias 

04  Robin Gautney 

05  Bob Miller 

06  David Grimm 
08  Ernest Staub; Steve Wastler 

11   Alan Brauer, Sr. 

17  Melissa Mathias; Catherine Pitt 

22  Louise Shaffer 

25  Zach Howes 

29   Destiny Wastler; Paul Hahn 
 

 

 

 

01  John & Vickie Howes 

 

 
 

 

February 1 41 

February 8 39 

February 15 35 

February 22 No Sunday School 

February  AVG.  
 

31 

Trip  to Mission 

Central, 25 Feb-

ruary 2015.  We 

packed some 

toys for non-

profit groups to 

use in their fund 

raising. 



 

 

       
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
 

Combined Ser-
vice, 10:00 a.m. 

Holy   
Communion 

 
 

2 
Scout  

Leaders  
7 p.m.    

 
Lenten Svc @  

St. John’s 
Lutheran,  

7 p.m. 

3 
Puppet Minis-

try 6 p.m. 
 

C.O.M. 7 p.m. 
 

Kids Choir 
7 p.m. 

 

4 
History Team 

1 p.m. 
 

Prayer Time  
7 p.m. 

Book Club  
7 p.m. 

5 
Lenten Study 

9:30 a.m. 
Cantata prac-

tice 
5-8:30 p.m 
Trustee’s 

7 p.m. 

6 7 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pot Luck Din-
ner, 5:00 p.m. 
Talent Show, 6 

p.m. 

9 
 

Worship 
Committee, 
6:30 p.m. 

 
 

Lenten Svc 
@ Our Lady 
of Mt. Car-
mel , 7 p.m. 

10 
 

Puppet Minis-
try  

6 p.m. 
 

Kids Choir 
7 p.m. 

 
Ad Board 7 

p.m. 

11 
 
 

UMW  
1 p.m. 

12 
 

Lenten Study 
9:30 a.m. 

 
 

Cantata prac-
tice 

5-8:30 p.m. 

13 
 

14 

15 
 

16 
 
 
 

Lenten Svc 
@  

Harriett 
Chapel,  
7 p.m. 

 
 

17 
 
 
 
 
 

Puppet Minis-
try 6 p.m. 

 
Kids Choir 

7 p.m. 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer Time  
7 p.m. 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cantata prac-
tice 

5-8:30 p.m. 

20 
 

21 

22 
 
 

23 
Worship TF, 

6:30 p.m. 
 

Lenten Svc @ 
Thurmont 
Church of 

Brethren, 7 
p.m. 

24 
 

Puppet Minis-
try,  

6 p.m. 
 

Kids Choir 
7 p.m. 

25 
 
 

26 
 

Lenten Study 
9:30 a.m. 

Cantata prac-
tice 

5-8:30 p.m. 

27 
 
 

(Private)  
Wedding  
Rehearsal 

28 

29 30 31 
 
 

Puppet Minis-
try, 6 p.m. 

    

Unless otherwise noted, the following events take place at the same time each week for this 

month: 

Tuesdays Weekly bulletin information due to office by noon.   Kids Choir  Practice 7 p.m .  Puppet 

Ministry 6 p.m.-7 p.m.;   1st & 3rd Tuesdays: Cub Scout Wolves Den in Weller House 6-7 p.m. 

Thursdays Narcotics Anonymous in Weller House  6:30-7:30 


