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“Experiencing Faith” 

 

This story may not seem like it has much to do with 

church but I promise it does, so bear with me. 

 

Toei Kyoto Studio Park is a major film studio and 

tourist attraction in Japan.  The set has been used 

to film numerous samurai and ninja movies since the 

1960s.  As the samurai movies declined in popularity, 

the studio decided to open up for public tours in 

1975.  At its peak, Toei Studio Park drew over two 

million visitors a year.   
 

By the turn of the century (2000), the number of 

tourists had declined to 750,000 and the studio con-

sidered closing the park.  But then they started ask-

ing questions.  What could they do to improve the 

quality of a visit to their park?   
 

In response, the Studio decided to give visitors a 

greater immersive experience in the world of the 

samurai.  They added features including: period cos-

tumes for visitors, so they could dress like their fa-

vorite movie stars; mock sword fights by actors; in-

struction in swordplay basics for the kids; and, re-

moving the restrictions on taking photos and videos. 
 

The result was an upsurge in park attendance.  Visit-

ing Toei Studio Park became a more meaningful and 

exciting as people got to experience more of what it 

was like to be a samurai—or at least an actor por-

traying one of these Japanese warriors. 
 

Colonial Williamsburg, which is one of my favorite 

places to visit, made a similar discovery a few years 

ago and now features more immersive activities that 

bring visitors into the life and times of colonial Vir-

ginia. 
 

So what does this have to do with the church?  Many 

churches have been striving to do for church what 

the Studio Park has done—create a more immersive 

faith experience for disciples of Jesus Christ.  

Church leaders are now more intentional about creat-

ing times and spaces that are participatory and ex-

periential.  That includes everything from worship to 

small group studies to serving in mission to the com-

munity.   
 

This is good news.  Worship, should be about partici-

pation.  The word “liturgy” itself means “work of the 

people.”  We are not invited into God’s presence each 

Sunday merely to be entertained but to encounter 

God and experience the presence of the Holy in all 

we think, say AND DO.  
 

How do you experience God in worship?  What parts 

of the worship service move you to have a sense of 

the Holy?  What about the rest of your week?  Do 

you have disciplines (prayer, Bible study/reading, 

time for reflection) that help you take Sunday into 

the rest of your week? 
 

Send me an email and let me know how you are expe-

riencing God in your worship and in your daily faith 

walk.  pastor@wellerumc.com.   
 

Peace, 

Pastor Bob  

mailto:pastor@wellerumc.com


 

 

 READINESS 360 SURVEY POINTS US TOWARD GOD’S FUTURE 

 

During the month of June, we’re asking as many people as possible to take part in a church-wide 

survey that will help Weller determine the next faithful steps we need to take into God’s future.  

Readiness 360 is a web-based tool used by people in our congregation and potential stakeholders 

to provide input about the church from our vantage point. The resulting report provides feedback 

to the leadership of our congregation about its current capacity to bear fruit and multiply our 

ministry impact for God in our community and beyond.   

 

Readiness 360 assesses a church in four key areas: 

Spiritual intensity– How deep is our passion for Christ and the mission of making disciples? 

Missional alignment- Do the priorities we set stem from a biblical vision/mission and drive for 

fruitfulness?  

Dynamic Relationships– How dynamic and healthy are our relationships with those inside and 

outside the church? 

Cultural openness– Do we have the capacity to embrace people from diverse cultures? 

 

The end result is a report that will help your church leaders discern the way forward for Weller 

in our walk with God. 

 

Here’s how it works: 

1.  Take the survey at the following website: app.readiness360.org/survey/login.  Enter the 

survey code: 2663203394.  There is no PIN.  The survey should take about 20 minutes.  

For anyone who does not have internet access, come into the church office during regular 

hours (Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.) and take the survey on one of the office 

computers. 

2.  The survey will be available for the entire month of June.  Your responses are com-

pletely confidential.  Pastor Bob will receive a list of names of who has taken the survey, 

but no one sees your answers to the questions. 

3.  At the end of June, Pastor Bob and church leaders will receive the results. 

4.  Church leaders will meet with a District representative, Rev. Bill Warehime, to go over 

the results. 

 

Taking this survey will be a huge help for your church leaders as we reflect on our call to be dis-

ciples of Jesus Christ and discern the next steps God is calling us to take in our mission to Thur-

mont and beyond. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Pastor Bob 



 

 

 RENOVATE 185—CHURCH RECAPITALIZATION CAMPAIGN  

By Pastor Bob and Tom Shaffer 

 

This month we announce the start of a church-wide campaign to raise $100,000 over the 

next several years to repair and renew our church buildings.  The goal for the first year is 

to raise $38,000 for the Education Wing. 

 

As we celebrate the 185th anniversary of Weller this year, we give thanks to God for the ability 

to worship in such a beautiful church.  Our church has served the community well over the years.  

Several thousand disciples of Jesus Christ have walked the walk of faith as members of Weller 

since it first opened its doors in 1830.  Our building is a place for worship, for fellowship, for 

equipping the saints to serve in God’s world, and for our community to use for purposes that fur-

ther the healing mission of Jesus Christ in the world.   

 

There are a number of major components of our facilities that have served us well but are now at 

the point where they need to be replaced or repaired.   All of our buildings—the church, Weller 

House and parsonage—need some work.  Overall, the total cost for the repairs will probably 

amount to a little over $100,000.   

 

Rather than taking out a loan and going into debt, the Administrative Board decided to break up 

the repair work into several phases.  We want to raise the money needed for each phase through 

a recapitalization campaign—Renovate 185.  There are three phases to the campaign:  

Phase I- Education Wing, goal $38,000 

Phase II- Sanctuary, goal $41,500 

Phase III, Weller House and Parsonage, goal $20,500 

We want to raise the funds and complete the repairs in each phase over the course of a year to 

18 months. 

 

Starting this month, we are asking everyone to prayerfully consider how much you can pledge to 

the Renovate 185 campaign.  The money raised for the campaign between now and June 2016 will 

be used to make the Phase I repairs.  Work will be completed as the money becomes available; 

that is to say, we won’t wait until we have all $38,000 before we start the work. 

 

Members of the church leadership will be present on 14 June after each worship service to dis-

cuss the goals of the campaign and to answer any questions you might have about the needs and 

the campaign itself.  

 



 

 

 Phase I- Education Wing.  The biggest need for this phase is to replace the roof, which developed 

a leak several years ago.  At the same time, we need a new air conditioner for the Education Wing, 

which is already several years beyond its life expectancy.  Carpeting also needs to be replaced in 

all the rooms and the hallway.  We will paint the halls and the stairwell and the nursery after the 

carpet is installed.  PHASE I ESTIMATED COST: $38,000. 

 

Phase II- Sanctuary.  The sanctuary was last renovated over 30 years ago.  The walls need a new 

coat of paint and the carpeting needs to be replaced.  Lighting at the front of the sanctuary 

needs to be improved.  And the air conditioner for the sanctuary needs to be replaced.  PHASE II 

ESTIMATED COST: $41,500. 

 

Phase III- Weller House and Parsonage.  Work on the Weller House includes repairing a broken 

pipe in the basement, purchasing an air conditioner, and installing Bilco doors for the basement 

stairs at the back of the house.  The parsonage needs a new air conditioner, energy efficient win-

dows, and repairs to the driveway.  PHASE III ESTIMATED COST: $20,500. 

RENOVATE 185-SUMMARY 
Phase I- Education Wing    

 Replace Roof   $15,000 

 Replace Air Conditioner  $15,000 

 Replace carpets     $7,500 

 Painting         $500 

 TOTAL    $38,000 

 

Phase II- Sanctuary 

 Painting      $7,000 

 Replace all carpet   $20,000 

 Replace air conditioner  $15,000 

 Improve lighting      $1,500 

 TOTAL    $43,500 

 

Phase III-Parsonage & Weller House  

 Replace Weller House garage door$1,000 

 Additional Weller House A/C     $5,700 

 Parsonage air conditioner         TBD 

 Parsonage windows          TBD 

 Parsonage driveway repair        TBD 

 TOTAL    $18,500+ 

Grand Total          $100,000+ 



 

 

 

WELLER NEWS 
Helpers Needed for the Summer Lunch Program 

Weller will once again be participating in the Summer Lunch Program sponsored by the Thur-

mont Ministerium. All Catoctin High School feeder area school children and their younger sis-

ters and brothers are invited to come to lunch this summer at the East End Park behind the 

Senior Center. Children age 6 and under will need to be accompanied by a parent. Lunch is of-

fered each weekday from noon until 2 p.m. The meal usually consists of a sandwich, chips, fruit, 

juice and a small dessert. Games, crafts, or other activities are also available.  Children may 

come every day if they wish, or just drop in once or twice a week. 

A different church is in charge of sandwich making, serving, and activities each week. Weller’s 

week is 3-7 August.  We will need three to four people to help each day from 11:00 until 2 p.m. 

Volunteers arrive an hour before lunch is served to prepare the sandwiches and set up at the 

picnic pavilion.  A signup sheet will be placed on the counter in the entry way.  If you’d like 

more information, please call Pat Alexander or Pastor Bob. 

BOOKS FOR SABILLASVILLE ELEMENTARY—UPDATE 

 

Our book drive to collect easy readers for the Sabillasville Elementary 

School kindergarten class is exceeding expectations!  When I an-

nounced it a couple of weeks ago, I asked if we could bring in enough 

books for each child in the class to receive two or maybe three books.  

As of today (1 June) we have collected over 50 books, which will be 

enough to give each child four books to read this summer! 

 

In addition, Deb Schray brought in a box of book bags filled with pencils and stickers, for us to 

put the books in.  The bags were donated by Deb and the Thurmont Lions Club. 

 

Thank so much to everyone who donated to this book drive!  This is a great example of how the 

people of God known as Weller UMC are making a difference in the lives of children in our com-

munity.  Thank you, generous saints! 



 

 

 June Sermon Series: Upside Down, A Different Way to Live 

 

Our next sermon series looks at the Sermon on the Mount in the Gospel of Matthew as Je-

sus asks us to live a life by Kingdom of God values, values that are upside down compared to 

the values of this world. 

 

Make no mistake, Jesus was and is different. 

The things he said shocked.   

The way he lived surprised.   

The people he associated with offended the religious leaders of the day. 

Jesus turned the expected on its head.  If what was predictable was right-

side up, then Jesus turned things upside down. 

And he still surprises today. 

 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus gives—in rapid-fire succession—an outline for how those who 

choose to follow him are to live and believe.  It was a countercultural message then, and it is a 

countercultural message now. 

 

The values and ideals lifted up by our world are not satisfying the deep places of our souls.  The 

values and ideals lifted up by Jesus, though different and head-spinning at times, speak to the 

deep places in us.  Sermons in the series: 

 

7 June: Happiness Redefined (Matthew 5:1-12) 

14 June: You Can Change Your World (Matthew 5:13-20) 

21 June: A Higher Standard (Matthew 5:21-37) 

28 June: Love the Ones You Hate (Matthew 5:38-48) 

 

YOUTH GROUP PICNIC, 14 JUNE 

 

The Youth Group will close out the year with a picnic at Cunningham Falls 

State Park on Sunday, 14 June, from 1:30 to 3:30 or 4 p.m.  We will meet in 

the park for a potluck lunch.  Bring your favorite picnic food, and enough to 

share with others.  We’ll take a hike to the falls as well so wear your hiking 

shoes too.  Please contact Becky Harbaugh at rmickeyh@msn.com or 240-382-5012 and let her 

know if you can make it. 

mailto:rmickeyh@msn.com


 

  

THANK YOU!!  
KID’S CHOIR FAREWELLS 

AMY EYLER 

 

The Kid’s Choir sang their last songs under 

the direction of Amy Eyler last Sunday (31 

May).  As always, they sang from their 

hearts and they sang about Jesus.  And 

they moved with the Spirit, thanks to the 

inventive choreographies that were always a 

part of Amy’s direction of the choir.  Amy 

truly poured her heart into this ministry 

over the past six years—and it showed.  We 

thank her for her dedication, her devotion to God, and her love for the children.  Every child 

who sang in the Kid’s Choir got to know Jesus a little bit better because of Amy.  Thank you, 

Miss Amy, for leading this ministry.  You are a true blessing to God’s Kingdom.  May God bless 

you wherever your journey takes you! 

THANK YOU FOR ANNIVERSARY BLESSINGS 

Dear Friends, 

Joyce and I would like to thank everyone for your heartfelt wishes to us for our 34th wedding 

anniversary.  We also appreciate the bouquet of flowers from the altar, which sits now on our 

kitchen table as a reminder of your love.  Thank you very much for being caring and loving people 

of God.  You are a blessing to us and to many here in the community. 

Pastor Bob and Joyce 



 

 

 

 

Imagine No Malaria 
 

Keep saving your change! We are very close to our goal of 

$3,000 now and want to meet it as soon as we can. We only 

need $200 more! The jar is in the entry way if you can help. 

Thanks for your continuing commitment to help in the fight to end malaria in Africa.  

If you have not already done so in the past few months, please fill out a Weller 

Profile sheet for yourself and your family.  This is to ensure the church secretary 

has your correct contact information.  This information is also used to celebrate 

your birthday’s and anniversaries in the newsletters.  This will be the last reminder 

so please be sure to complete your information sheet today.  You only need to fill 

out one profile sheet per family.  Profile sheets are available in the church lobby or 

you may email Sandra Valentine at secretary@wellreumc.com and one will be sent 

to you.  Thank you! 

G-FORCE Adventure Park! 
Vacation Bible School for kids from nursery age to 5th grade will be held from  

 

Monday 22 June to 26 Friday June   

 

6:15 to 8:30  p.m. 

 

Come meet Checkers the Cheetah and Move, Act, Care, Follow, and Share with God.   

 

Register your kids now or sign up to volunteer at http://2015.cokesburyvbs.com/wellerumc 

 

Paper registration forms are available in the lobby and a volunteer sign up sheet will be passed 

around in church.  Please consider helping in this important ministry! 

Any questions please contact Bob Miller, Amanda Keilholtz or call the church office.   

http://2014.cokesburyvbs.com/


 

  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 

 

Come and bring your friends for an evening of fun at the 

ball park! It’s Fireworks and Faith Night on June 28th at 

the Frederick Keys Harry Grove Stadium.  The Keys will play the Wil-

mington Blue Rocks. Reserved seat tickets will be $9 for adults and $6 

for ages 3-12 and seniors age 60 and above.  Special activities for the 

event are listed below: 

 3:30 – 5:00    Music with the Waterboyz for Jesus .  

 6:00           Game against the Wilmington Blue Rocks begins.  

After the game –  Fireworks  

 Contact Pat or Henry Alexander at 301-271-7164 for more information or to 

buy tickets. Ticket money will be due by June 14th. 

  Photography Notice 

Please note that photographs taken during church activities and services are used for keeping our church archives up-to-date and for use in 

our bulletins, newsletters, website and Facebook account.  We ask that no tags, comments or changes be made on these photos for security 

reasons.  If you prefer not to have you or your child's photo used in any of these areas, please notify Sandra Valentine or Pastor Bob.  

GET READY FOR 

WELLER’S 185TH  

ANNIVERSARY  

CELEBRATION 

Sunday Sept 20th Weller will celebrate its 185th Anniversary.  After the combined service 

featuring past ministers who have served at Weller, we will have an old fashion dinner which 

will be held at the Fireman's Carnival Grounds.  Cost - Adults $5.00, Children 12 - 4 yrs old - 

$3.00 and under 4 are free.  Food -  Friends - Entertainment!  More to follow!    



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

OLD SHOES TAKING UP TOO MUCH SPACE?   
 

We are collecting slightly used, too small, too big, or out of style 

shoes.  These shoes will be sent a third world country, where they will 

be repaired to be used by someone else and not be placed in the land-

fills.   We will be collecting shoes during the months of May - July.   

 

A box will be in the hall, so please search your clothes, yard sales, etc. for any available shoes and 

place them in the box.  Thank you. 

 

 

 

BAGS OF MULCH FOR WELLER HOUSE 

As we are asked to be good stewards to our 

church, God has also entrusted the Weller House 

to us. $3.00 will buy a bag of mulch to help beauti-

fy the grounds around the Weller House. If you 

are able or feel led to give to this project, a clip 

board with an envelope will be passed around the 

next couple of Sundays to put your money/ check 

into.  

 

For questions or additional information, please con-

tact Vickie Howes at 301-271-2228.   

 

Thank you for considering this project. 

SEEKING WELLER ARTIFACTS 

As part of our 185th Anniversary celebra-

tion, we are looking for items and memorabil-

ia associated with Weller for a display that 

will help tell our story.  Some of the items 

that we’d be interested in displaying include 

Bibles (with a Weller bookplate), Sunday 

School attendance badges, certificates of 

baptism or confirmation, photos of church 

gatherings, or any other item that is part of 

our heritage.  Items will be displayed at the 

185th anniversary luncheon on 20 September 

following the worship service marking our 

185th birthday.  If you have an item or items 

to loan us, please contact Pat Alexander or 

Vickie Howes. 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will end our regular Sunday School year for kids on June 7th   

at our regular Sunday School time with a celebration in front of 

the Weller House, 9:45 a.m. until 10:45 a.m., that will include ice 

cream sundaes and games. Parents are welcome to join us!   

 

I’d like to thank our dedicated Sunday School teachers and helpers Darlene 

Wastler, Debbie Stull, Makayla Stull, Nancy Eyler, Kelly Alexander, Ethel 

Brauer, Paulette Mathias, Kelsey Mathias, Bob Miller, Fred Younkins, Dorothy 

Clever, Virginia Gelwicks, and Sandra Fahnestock.  While they are taking a 

much deserved summer break, we’ll be having Summer Sunday School each week 

for ages 3-12 in the Sunday School area in the church. This will be a one room 

class with a variety of activities. Please come and bring your friends! 

 

On June 7th we’ll also be presenting our third graders with a Bible as a gift from 

the church during each worship service. Our third graders this year are Hope 

Brown, Kayleigh Frantz, Abbey Shaffer and Jonny Wastler. 

Summer Sunday School will run from June 14th until 

August 30th .  In order to give our regular teachers a 

summer break, we will need to have a volunteer 

teacher and an assistant sign up for each of our sum-

mer Sundays.  We will use a One Room Sunday School 

curriculum for ages 3-12.  The curriculum is planned 

and easy to follow with a small amount of preparation involved to gather extra 

materials or make copies for the coming week. Please contact Pat Alexander, 301

-271-7164, for more information or sign up on the clipboard.   



 

 

Greeters for June 8:30 

07  Dennis & Paulette Mathias 

14  Mo & Janice Snyder 

21  R.J. and Betty Shorb 

28  (Combined)  John & Cindy Hart 

Acolytes  8:30 

07  Youth Lead 

14  Krista Royer 

21  Skyla Smith  

28 (Combined) Daniel Dutrow 

Scripture Readers & Call to Worship 8:30 

07  Makayla Eibert 

14  Melissa Mathias 

21  Virginia Gelwicks 

28  (Combined) Debby Shultzaberger 

Nursery Assistant 

All dates available 

 

 

 

Greeters for June 11:00 

07  Roger & Becky Harbaugh 

14  Jane Eyler 

21  Catherine Pitt   

28  (Combined) John & Cindy Hart 

Acolytes  11:00 

07  Youth Lead 

14  Josh Miller 

21  Megan Clark 

28  (Combined)  Daniel Dutrow 

Scripture Readers 11:00 

07  Makayla Eibert  

14  Renee Shaffer 

21  Michele Merico 

28  (Combined) Debby Shultzaberger 

Nursery Assistant 

All dates available 

 

HELPERS FOR THE MONTH OF JUNE 

June Sermons and Scriptures 

07  Upside Down: Happiness Redefined, Matthew 5:1-12 

14  Upside Down:  You Can Change Your World, Matthew 5:13-20 

21  Upside Down:  A Higher Standard, Matthew 5:21-37 

28  (Combined Svc.)  VBS Sunday, Upside Down:  Love the Ones You Hate, Matthew 5:38-48 



 

  

 

 

Worship 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Sunday School  
 

 

 

Church Offering   

May 3 100 

May 10 107 

May 17 110 

May 24 97 

May 31 124 

May Avg. 
 

108 

May 3 1560.50 

May 10 2141.00 

May 17 2443.00 

May 24 2053.75 

May 31 1665.00 

Imagine No Malaria N/A  

ACH Monthly      

Deposit 

1,580.00 

Total (INM Not In-

cluded)  $11,443.25 

          June Birthdays 

 

 

06  Becky Harbaugh; Roy Clever 

14   Rebecca Howes 

15  Sandra Fahnestock; Susan Storer 

16  Katy Bowers; Sarah Pickett 

28  Scott Alexander 

 

 

 

 

        June Anniversaries  

 

10  Pat & Henry Alexander 

19  Cindy & John Hart 

30  Sarah & Justin Pickett 

May 3 47 

May 10 47 

May 17 50 

May 24 47 

May 31 57 

May  Avg.  
 

50 

Weller United Methodist Church  

101 North Altamont Avenue, Thurmont, Maryland  21788 

Phone: 301-271-2802    www.wellerumc.com 

Pastor@wellerumc.com for Pastor Bob                  

Secretary@wellerumc.com for Sandra Valentine  

           CCLI #988176    

Office hours: Monday - Thursday. 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.   

Rev. Robert E. Kells, Jr., Pastor 



 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 
History 
11 a.m. 

 
Puppet Min-
istry 6 p.m. 

 
C.O.M.  
7 p.m. 

3 
 

Prayer Time  
7 p.m. 

 
Book Club  

(Becky Har-
baugh’s)  

7 p.m. 

4 
 
 
 

Finance 
Committee 

Meeting  
7:30 p.m. 

5 
 

6 

7 
Communion 

 
Youth Lead 

Svc.:  
Teachers 

Recognition,  
3rd Grade Bi-

bles,  
Honor Gradu-

ates 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship 
Committee.  

7 p.m. 

9 
 
 
 
 

Puppet Min-
istry  

6 p.m. 
 

Ad Board 
7 p.m. 

10 
 
 
 

UMW  
1 p.m. 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship Task 
Force, 

6:30 p.m. 

12 
 

13 

14 
Prayer Shawl 

Ministry  

15 
 
 
 

Lay Leader-
ship 

6:30 p.m. 

16 
 
 
 

Puppet Min-
istry  

6 p.m. 

17 
 
 
 
 

Prayer Time 
7 p.m. 

18 
 

FCPS Last 
Day (2 hr 

early dismis-
sal) 

 

19 
 

20 

21 22 23 24 25 
 

26 27 

28 
 

Combined 
10 a.m. 

Svc.  
 

29 
 

30 
 

History 
Team, 
10 a.m. 

Trustees, 
7 p.m. 

    

Unless otherwise noted, the following events take place at the same time each week for this month: 
 
Tuesdays Weekly bulletin information due to office by noon  
Thursdays:  Narcotics Anonymous in Weller House  6:30-7:30 p.m. 
 

Normal Church Office Hours are:  Monday – Thursday 8:30 a.m.—3:00 p.m.  Closed on Fridays. 

G-Force    Vacation Bible School 6:15 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 


