
 

 TIDINGS OF WELLER         
“Affirm Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior as we  

care for others and tell people about Him.” 

Affirm  ~ Care ~ Tell      

July 2015 

101 N. Altamont Avenue, Thurmont, MD  21788 Office: 301-271-2802            On the Web: www.wellerumc.com 

“Summer Bible Reading Challenge—A Season for 

Growth” 
 

“Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual 
milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation—if 
indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.” 

1 Peter 2:2 
 

It’s summertime, “and the livin’ is easy.”  We’re 

spending more time outdoors, taking weekend 

trips—or longer—to relax and to get away from 

the cares of our weekly grinds.  This is a good 

thing for us as human beings and as people of 

faith.  God gave us the Sabbath—one day of rest 

in seven—to allow us to refresh.  We need to make 

the time for rest in our hectic lives, and summer is 

a great time to do it. 
 

Yes, summer is a season to get away, to take it 

easy, and to refresh.  But it is also a season of 

growth.  In the natural world, the season of the 

most rapid growth is spring.  Life is new, abundant 

and bursting out all around.  Young plants spread 

their leaves and branches reaching high for the 

warmth of the sun.   
 

Spring is the season for the most rapid growth, 

but it’s summer that brings the growth that leads 

to maturity.  Summer growth is slower and more 

deliberate.  Fruits ripen, seeds reach maturity in 

the run up to the harvest.  The branches of trees 

and bushes consolidate the growth of the spring to 

prepare for the next year of continued growth. 

Summer may be a time to relax, but it also affords 

us an opportunity to grow. 
 

“Drawing deep from living water; reaching wide to 

share God’s love” is our theme for this year.  In 

that spirit, and in the spirit of the summer season 

for growth, I want to challenge all of us to grow in 

the love and knowledge of God by reading the Acts 

of the Apostles during the month of August.   
 

Written by Luke, who also penned the Gospel that 

carries his name, Acts records the early years of 

the church’s life and its growth.  From the birth of 

the church at Pentecost to the leadership of Peter 

and the travels of Paul, Acts tells the story of how 

the Holy Spirit worked in the first Christians to 

spread the Good News of Jesus Christ through 

the Roman world. 
 

So who’s up to the challenge?  If you want to take 

on this summer Bible reading challenge, sign up on 

Sunday’s during July.  Add your email address and 

I will send you a reading guide with some commen-

tary on selected passages for the week. 
 

Make your summer a time 

to grow in Christ! 
 

Peace, 

Pastor Bob 



 

 

 LAST CHANCE FOR READINESS 360 SURVEY  
 

The  Readiness 360 is a web-based tool that will help us discern the next faithful steps in minis-

try God is pointing us toward. The survey has been running throughout the month of June and will 

CLOSE on Friday, 3 July.  If you have not taken the survey, this is you last opportunity to pro-

vide input that will help our church leaders. 

 

Here’s how it works: 

1. Take the survey at the following website: app.readiness360.org/survey/login.   

2. Enter the survey code: 2663203394.   

3. Allow about 20 minutes to complete the survey.   

4. For anyone who does not have internet access, come into the church office during regu-

lar hours (Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.) and take the survey on one of the 

office computers. 

 

Thank you! 

 

 

RENOVATE 185—CHURCH RECAPITALIZATION CAMPAIGN  

The RENOVATE 185 campaign is off to a great start with over $2,500 received in the first 

two weeks.  Our goal for the first year is to raise $38,000 to make repairs on the Educa-

tion Wing. 

Our church has served the community well over many years.  It serves a place for worship, fel-

lowship, equipping the saints to serve in God’s world, and for our community to use for purposes 

that further the healing mission of Jesus Christ in the world.  To keep Weller a vital part of 

God’s mission in the world, we are running this campaign to raise funds for repairs and avoid going 

into debt  

Phase I Education Wing repairs include:  Replacing the roof, which developed a leak several years 

ago.  At the same time, we need a new air conditioner for the Education Wing, which is already 

several years beyond its life expectancy.  Carpeting also needs to be replaced in all the rooms and 

the hallway.  We will paint the halls and the stairwell and the nursery after the carpet is in-

stalled.  PHASE I ESTIMATED COST: $38,000. 

All giving toward this campaign is above and beyond our regular tithes and offerings.  This is 

a real “second mile” giving challenge, but one we must meet to continue offering Christ to the 

community while making needed repairs to our facilities. 

Pledge cards will be in the weekly bulletins throughout the month of July and in the newsletter in 

July and August.  Any amount you can contribute to this campaign will be a great blessing to 

Weller UMC.  Thank you for supporting this important effort. 



 

 
  

 

 

 

 

            RENOVATE 185 CAMPAIGN 

 

 

Name  __________________________________________ 

Phone  ___________________________________________ 

Email  ______________________________________________ 

 

I/ we pledge to support Phase I of the RENOVATE 185 Campaign with additional 

giving of: 

   

$________ per month for a yearly total of $ ________________  

   

 

  One time gift of $ _________________  

   

  I would like to take part in the “12 for 12” giving option and pledge the 

following multiple of $12 for 12 months.   

          ______   ($12, $24, $36, $48) = a yearly total of $ ________ 

 

        $12 x 12 = $144 year total $36 x 12 = $432 year total 

        $24 x 12 = $288 year total  $48 x 12 = $576 year total 

 

 

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -   

          (Please keep this bottom portion as a reminder of your generous gift) 

 

              RENOVATE 185 CAMPAIGN  

          Weller United Methodist Church 

I /we committed to pledge $ _______________ for a month/ year to help restore the 

beauty of the Weller Church by participating in the RENOVATE 185 Campaign.   

 

And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always 

having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work.                                                  

2 Corinthians 9:8 (NRSV)  

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

G-FORCE VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL BLAST OFF! 

Our VBS was a bit hit with the kids this year as they learned that “in God we live, 

move and exist.”  Checkers the Cheetah raced around to help us learn about God’s 

love while Professor Voltz and his assistant, Clipboard, measured the G-Force pow-

er level each night.  The kids sang about God’s “Unstoppable” love and shared some 

of their favorite VBS songs at the 28 June worship service. 

This year’s VBS was a tremendous blessing for everyone who took part.  Thanks once 

more to Coach Amanda, Bob Miller, the Potter’s Hands Puppets, and all the VBS 

helpers.  You made a difference in the lives of the kids who learned more about Je-

sus thanks to your participation. 

GIVING REMINDER: Most of us will be taking summer breaks and will be in 

and out of town over the next couple of months.  For everyone who is traveling, 

God’s blessings, be safe and enjoy your time away.  As you prepare to travel, 

please remember to keep up your regular tithes, offerings and gifts.  The church 

continues to operate over the summer.  We need your ongoing financial support to 

remain in mission in the name of Jesus Christ to Thurmont and beyond.  Thank 

you! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Sunday School will run from June 

14th until August 30th .  In order to give 

our regular teachers a summer break, we 

will need to have a volunteer teacher and 

an assistant sign up for each of our sum-

mer Sundays.  We will use a One Room 

Sunday School curriculum for ages 3-12.  

The curriculum is planned and easy to fol-

low with a small amount of preparation in-

volved to gather extra materials or make 

copies for the coming week. Please contact 

Pat Alexander, 301-271-7164, for more 

information or sign up on the clipboard.   

TAKE THE SUMMER BIBLE READING CHALLENGE 

Summer is a season for growth!  You can grow more in your faith this summer by 

taking the 2015 Summer Bible Reading Challenge.  We will be reading the Book of 

Acts, which tells the story of how the Holy Spirit worked through the first Chris-

tians to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ.  Pastor Bob will provide a sched-

ule of readings for the month and weekly commentaries on some key passages. 

To take the challenge, sign up during worship or email the church office at secre-

tary@wellerumc.com.  Everyone who finishes the challenge will receive a token sig-

nifying you have reached the goal. 

GIVING REMINDER: Most of us will be taking summer breaks and will be in 

and out of town over the next couple of months.  For everyone who is traveling, 

God’s blessings, be safe and enjoy your time away.  As you prepare to travel, 

please remember to keep up your regular tithes, offerings and gifts.  The church 

continues to operate over the summer.  We need your ongoing financial support to 

remain in mission in the name of Jesus Christ to Thurmont and beyond.  Thank 

you! 



 

 

 

WELLER NEWS 
Helpers Needed for the Summer Lunch Program 

Weller will once again be participating in the Summer Lunch Program sponsored by the Thur-

mont Ministerium. All Catoctin High School feeder area school children and their younger sis-

ters and brothers are invited to come to lunch this summer at the East End Park behind the 

Senior Center. Children age 6 and under will need to be accompanied by a parent. Lunch is of-

fered each weekday from noon until 2 p.m. The meal usually consists of a sandwich, chips, fruit, 

juice and a small dessert. Games, crafts, or other activities are also available.  Children may 

come every day if they wish, or just drop in once or twice a week. 

A different church is in charge of sandwich making, serving, and activities each week. Weller’s 

week is 3-7 August.  We can still take a helper or two for a couple of days that week from 

11:00 until 2 p.m. Volunteers arrive an hour before lunch is served to prepare the sandwiches 

and set up at the picnic pavilion.  A signup sheet is on the counter in the entry way.  If you’d 

like more information, please call Pat Alexander or Pastor Bob. 

GET READY FOR WELLER’S 

185TH  

ANNIVERSARY  

CELEBRATION 

Sunday Sept 20th Weller will celebrate its 185th Anniversary.  After the combined service 

featuring past ministers who have served at Weller, we will have an old fashion dinner which 

will be held at the Fireman's Carnival Grounds.   

 

Cost - Adults $5.00, Children 12 - 4 yrs old - $3.00 and under 4 are free.   

Food -  Friends - Entertainment!  More to follow!    

  Photography Notice 

Please note that photographs taken during church activities and services are used for keeping our church archives up-to-date and for use in 

our bulletins, newsletters, website and Facebook account.  We ask that no tags, comments or changes be made on these photos for security 

reasons.  If you prefer not to have you or your child's photo used in any of these areas, please notify Sandra Valentine or Pastor Bob.  



 

  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
   

 

Thurmont Guardian 
Hose  

Company Annual 
Carnival 6-11  

July  

 

Nightly entertainment, great food, games & amusement rides.   
 

Parade:   Thursday, July 9th      

Rain or Shine!   6:30 p.m. 

 

Come out and support our local fire company.   

Catoctin Community School Supply Drive 
 

Donations of any of the following items or monetary donations will be greatly appreciated.  A col-

lection box is located in the church office hallway. The School Supply Drive assists students and 

families from the Catoctin Feeder Pattern.  This includes the following schools: Thurmont Primary, 

Thurmont Elementary, Lewistown Elementary, Sabillasville Elementary, Emmitsburg Elementary, 

Thurmont Middle and Catoctin High.  Last day for collection at Weller is Sunday, 2 August.  

 

Distribution date is scheduled for Tuesday, August 11 from 9-7 at Graceham Moravian Church. 
 

Backpacks 

Crayons 

Glue sticks 

Scissors 

Ruler 

Colored pencils 

Pencils 

Highlighters 

Ink Pens (Blue/Black/Red) 

Notebook paper (wide ruled) 

Spiral notebooks (wide ruled) 

Composition Books 

Folders (with metal prongs) 

Zipper pencil pouch 

Plastic supply box  

Compass  

Protractor 

Index cards 

Erasers (pink bar & cap) 

5-tab Dividers 

Markers (washable) 

3-ring binders (1 inch) 

Dry Erase Markers 

NOTED IN 

PASSING:  

Graceham          

Moravian Church 

will offer VBS              

20-24 July, 6:30 - 8:45 p.m. 

 

For more information call the 

church at 301-271-2379 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=carnival+ride&view=detailv2&&&id=2DA82E790BE64E891EC8E9EC16F0E2F6FB691E22&selectedIndex=7&ccid=ypuwcyhF&simid=608025064574026785&thid=JN.Njlej%2bCHz659TfOI8QLB4g


 

  

COMMITTEE NEWS 
MERRY CHRISTMAS ! 

 

I bet that got your attention, I hope so.  Because I am in need of some help for the holiday sea-

son. Our beautiful church is going to be on the Thurmont Holiday  House Tours this year, 12 and 

13 December. 

 

We are going to need helpers in many different areas.  Be thinking about where you would like to 

use your God given talents to assist with this new endeavor, some of the areas are making and 

serving food during the tours, baking and/or running a bake sale table, or selling our cookbooks, 

ornaments, and new Christmas cards.   We also need helpers to decorate the sanctuary and the 

fellowship room.   More information will be coming your way in the following months.     

 

Again   Merry Christmas to all.  Paulette Mathias 

 

 

 

 

To my church family at Weller,  
 

Thank you so much for giving my parents and I the opportunity to come and share with you about 

our first year in the Dominican Republic.  It is always a joy to see everyone and witness how God is 

working in all of our lives. We are truly grateful for your love and support. 

  

 We have settled back into life here in the DR and are already quite busy!  If you’d like to 

keep up with us be sure to check out our blogs every now and then.   

 

 We are looking forward to another great year and are so glad you are a part of it.  
 

Love, Jessica 

 

Marty & Lisa:  www.servinghopeDR.blogspot.com 

Jessica:  www.thebadamerican.blogspot.com 



 

 

 

 

CELEBRATING 185 YEARS OF CHRISTIAN  

FELLOWSHIP & MUSIC 
 

I’M CALLING ON ALL FORMER MUSIC DIRECTORS, MUSICIANS, 

SINGERS, INSTRUMENTALISTS, PAST AND PRESENT, TO COME 

TOGETHER FOR A SPECIAL CELEBRATION OF WELLER UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH -185TH BIRTHDAY!  
   

 RECONNECT WITH OLD FRIENDS, PASTORS,  BAND, CHOIR,  AND 

HANDBELLS MEMBERS. CELEBRATE,  IF SO INCLINED, BY  

PARTAKING  IN THE MUSIC MAKING.   

 

PLEASE CONTACT  

DEBBY SHULTZABERGER DEBJRCP@AOL.COM,  

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO PARTICIPATE MUSICALLY.   
 

THANKS SO MUCH. 

mailto:DEBJRCP@AOL.COM


 

 

Greeters for July 8:30 

05  Matt & Jenny Roberts 

12  Charlene & Florence Sitely 

19  Jamison & Melissa Mathias 

26  Robert & Joan Follin 

Acolytes  8:30 

05  Robbie Shaffer 

12  Brody Mathias 

19  Jolene Mathias 

26  Krista Royer 

Scripture Readers & Call to Worship 8:30 

05  Nancy Rice 

12  Bill Clayton 

19  Virginia Gelwicks 

26  Roy Clever  

 

 

 

 

Greeters for July 11:00 

05  Deb & Michaela Stull, & Joan Staub 

12  John & Vickie Howes 

19  Katy Bowers and Makayla Eibert 

26  Jane Eyler 

Acolytes  11:00 

05  Jacob Wastler 

12  Makayla Eibert 

19  Josh Miller  

26  Megan Clark 

Scripture Readers 11:00 

05  Alison McGuire 

12  Kelly Alexander  

19  Christine Miller  

26  Mark Eyler 

 

HELPERS FOR THE MONTH OF JULY  

July Sermons and Scriptures 

05  Guest Speaker:  Mark Eyler,  The Day The Starfish Smiled, Romans 5:6 - 9,  Romans 12:3-18 

12  Guest Speaker:  Rod Fry, So What Are You Going to do About It?, Isaiah 49: 1-6, James 

2:14-26, Mark 16:9-20              

19  Guest Speaker:  Don Meckley, Stay Connected,  John 20: 19-23, John 21:15-17, 1 John 3: 11-    

      17  

26  Is That Your Final Answer, John 6:1-21 



 

 

Greeters for August 8:30 

02  Bob & Louise Shaffer  

09  Lee Taylor 

16   Nancy Rice, & Carol Long 

23  Bill Clayton & Kay Miller  

30  (Combined)  Catherine Pitt 

Acolytes  8:30 

02  Skyla Smith 

09  Daniel Dutrow 

16  Robbie Shaffer 

23  Brody Mathias 

30  (Combined)  Jolene Mathias 

Scripture Readers & Call to Worship 8:30 

02  Bob Fahnestock 

09  Jody Hahn 

16  Dorothy Clever 

23  Paulette Mathias 

30  (Combined)  Lee Taylor 

 

 

 

 

Greeters for August 11:00 

02  Barb Barbe 

09  The Herbert Family 

16  Mark Eyler 

23  Darlene & Donnie Wastler   

30  (Combined)  Catherine Pitt 

Acolytes  11:00 

02  Jacob Wastler 

09  Makayla Eibert 

16  Josh Miller  

23  Megan Clark 

30  (Combined)   

Scripture Readers 11:00 

02  Henry Alexander 

09  Renee Shaffer 

16  Michele Merico 

23  Josh Miller  

30  (Combined)  Lee Taylor 

 

HELPERS FOR THE MONTH OF AUGUST 

August Sermons and Scriptures 

02  Healing Service, Healing Spot, Mark 6:53-56 

09  6 Disciples;  Ananias, Acts 9:10-19 

16  6 Disciples:  Epaphroditus, Philippians 2:25-30; 4:15-20 

23  6 Disciples:  Phoebe, Romans 16:1-2 

30  (Combined)  6 Disciples: Epaphras, Colossians 1:1-8; 4:12-13 



 

  

 

 

Worship 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sunday School  

 
 

 

Church Offering   

 

June 7 110 

June 14 89 

June 21 85 

June 28 88 

June Avg. 
 

93 

June 7 $3,649.00 

June 14 2,616.00 

June 21 1,950.00 

June 28 1,104.00 

Imagine No Malaria N/A  

ACH Monthly      

Deposit 

1,580.00 

Total (INM Not In-

cluded)  $10,899.00 

          July Birthdays 

02  John Hart, Jr. 

03  Amanda Keilholtz 

04  Kate Krietz 

06  Josh Miller 

08  Carol Long 

09  Kelly Alexander  

10  Mark Merico 

11  Kimbra Grimm 

19  Michaela Stull 

20  Aubrey Stull 

24  John Lavigne 

25  Debbie Stull; Sandra Valentine 
 

July Anniversaries  

03  Debbie & Steve Kurz 

06  Melissa & Jamison Mathias 

12  Trish & Kevin Hill 

21  Karen & Glenn Watson 
 

August Birthdays 

02  Charlene Stitely 

03  Elaine Schray; Eric Dutrow; Alison McGuire 

04  Rebecca Smith; Dereck Harbaugh 

05  Lee Taylor 

07  Bob Fahnestock 

11  Peggy Hahn; Roy Angell; Renee Shaffer 

14  Donnie Wastler, Jr. 

15  Kay Miler 

20  Jane Eyler 

24  Joyce Kells 

25  Johnny Wastler 

27  James Royer 
 

August Anniversaries  
06  Kate & Dave Krietz; Kim & John Lavigne 

14  Amanda & James Keilholtz 

18  Carrie & Scott Alexander 

19  Renee & Tom Shaffer 

22  Mandy & Steven Howard 

26  Nancy & Roy Angell 

29  Christine & Bob Miller 

30  Michele & Mark Merico 

June 7 52 

June 14 35 

June 21 22 

June 28 33 

June Avg.  
 

36 



 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 
 
 
 

Prayer Time  
7 p.m. 

2 3 
 

4 

5 
 

Communion 
 

Guest Speaker:  
Mark Eyler 

 

6 
 
 

7 8 9 10 
 

11 

12 
 
 
 
 

Guest Speaker: 
Rod Fry 

13 14 
 
 
 
 
 

15 
 
 
 
 

Prayer Time  
7 p.m. 

16 
 

17 
 

18 

19 
 
 
 

Guest Speaker: 
Don Meckley 

20 21 22 23 
 

24 25 
 
 

26 
 

27 
 

28 30 31   

Unless otherwise noted, the following events take place at the same time each week for this month: 
 
Tuesdays Weekly bulletin information due to office by noon  
Thursdays:  Narcotics Anonymous in Weller House  6:30-7:30 p.m. 
 

Normal Church Office Hours are:  Monday – Thursday 8:30 a.m.—3:00 p.m.  Closed on Fridays. 

Church Office Closed -  Secretary on Vacation 

Church Office Closed 

Guardian Hose Carnival       -      Parade on Thursday 



 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 

2 
 
 

Communion 

3 4 
 

C.O.M. 
7 p.m. 

5 
 
 
 

Prayer Time  
7 p.m. 

6 7 
 

8 

9 
 
 

Prayer Shawl 

10 
 

11 
 

Ad Board 
7 p.m. 

12 13 14 
 

15 

16 
 

17 
 
 
 

Church office 
Closed 

18 19 
 
 
 
 

Prayer Time  
7 p.m. 

20 
 

21 
 
 
 

22 

23 
 

24 
 

F.C.P.S. 

25 26 27 
 

28 29 

30 
 

Combined 
10 a.m. Service 

31 
 

     

Unless otherwise noted, the following events take place at the same time each week for this month: 
 
Tuesdays Weekly bulletin information due to office by noon  
Thursdays:  Narcotics Anonymous in Weller House  6:30-7:30 p.m. 
 

Normal Church Office Hours are:  Monday – Thursday 8:30 a.m.—3:00 p.m.  Closed on Fridays. 


