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“Where’s Your Bucket?” 
 

John’s Gospel contains a story about Jesus and a wom-

an from Samaria that reminds of us our deep human 

need for God.  As the story goes, Jesus is passing 

through Samaria and stops by a well to rest.  A Samari-

tan woman comes along and in the course of their con-

versation, Jesus tells her about living water.  Then the 

woman says to him: “Sir, you have no bucket and the 

well is deep.  Where do you get that living water?” 
 

Where, indeed?    
 

Where do we find living water that satisfies our thirst 

for God?   
 

Christianity’s answer, of course, is Jesus.  But we need 

to remember that most people—including a lot of well 

meaning Christians—are into sampling other wells.  And 

there are plenty of them out there to test,  There are 

wells that promise fame (any wonder that American 

Idol and its friends are so popular?); fortune (from 

whatever’s the latest investment scheme); health and 

beauty (see diet fads and cosmetic ads); pleasure (why 

is the erotic 50 Shades of Grey so popular?); and more. 
 

These wells are shallow and easy to reach.  You don’t 

even need a bucket to draw from these lifeless waters.  

But they’re popular in a culture where we’re not feelin’ 

the love.  Country singer Jimmy Lee sang this song 

years ago but it’s still true; we’re: 
 

“lookin’ for love in all the wrong places,  

lookin’ for love in too many faces;  

searchin’ their eyes, lookin’ for traces,  

of what I’m dreamin’ of.” 
 

If you’re like the Samaritan woman who was dreaming 

of love and acceptance, you’ve brought your bucket to 

right place.  Jesus said:  

 

“Everyone who drinks of this water [from the well] will 

be thirsty again, but those who drink of the water that 

I will give them will never be thirsty.  The water that I 

will give will become in them a spring of water gushing 

up to eternal life” (John 4:13-14). 
 

When we dream of a love that will stand the test of 

time (and eternity) we’ve no farther to look than into 

the face of Jesus, to search his eyes for God’s love.  

So whether you are a seasoned Christian or young in 

the faith, let’s all go back and draw from the living wa-

ter that is the true source of life. 
 

I want to challenge all of us to go deeper with God this 

year—to read the Bible more often, join a Bible Study, 

spend more time in prayer, and worship, worship wor-

ship!  This is how we grow in the love and knowledge of 

God, and grow closer to God and each other. 
 

And don’t forget to bring your bucket. 
 

Peace, 

Pastor Bob 
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VOTE FOR YOUR FAVORITE SONGS THIS MONTH 

 

It’s back!  Time to help put together Weller’s playlist of favorite music.  Each Sunday in February, you 

will have a chance to vote for your five favorite hymns and five favorite praise songs.  Just fill out the 

insert in the Sunday bulletin and put it in the offering plate, or return it to the church office.  You can 

turn in a ballot every Sunday, which means you get to vote up to four times.   

 

The results of the balloting will be published in the March newsletter.  And every time we sing a favor-

ite song, we’ll mark it as a Weller Top 25 in the bulletin. 

 

Thanks for taking time to pick your favorite songs! 

 

WHO NEEDS AMERICAN IDOL WHEN 

WE HAVE  

THE WELLER TALENT SHOW!!!  

  

The Pot Luck Dinner will start at 5:00 with the 

Talent show at 6:00.  Bring a dish to share for the 

dinner and a talent to share for the show.  Let 

Mark Eyler know if you want to share your talent. 

February 22.  Everyone is welcome! 

WELLER NEWS 

ASH WEDNESDAY  

SERVICE 

7 p.m. on February 18, 2014  

Weller United Methodist 

Church 

Joint service with Deerfield UMC 

CHILI COOKOFF RESULTS 

We had a great time Sunday, 25 January, consuming some first 

rate chili and enjoying some warm fellowship in the middle of the 

winter.  We also had a competition for the best pot of chili.  And 

the winners are… 

 1st place: Janice Snyder 

 2nd runner up: Jamison Mathias 

 3rd runner up: Pat Alexander 

Many thanks to everyone who took part, both the cooks and the  

consumers.  Here’s a big Woo Hoo to y’all!!! 



 

  
“WEEK OF HOPE” YOUTH  

MISSION TRIP  

26-31 JULY 

Last year’s mission trip to northern Virginia was a great experience for everyone who went.  So 

who’s up for a return visit?  The Week of Hope is a great opportunity to be in mission to some 

needy folks in the Manassas, Virginia area.  Last year we worked with some disabled youth at a 

summer day camp, helping them with activities and getting to know some great people.  We also 

met some terrific youth and adult leaders from other churches and worked alongside them in eve-

ry day. 

 

This year’s trip will be the last week in July.  We’ll depart on Sunday the 26th and return on Friday 

the 31st.  We’re looking for youth ages 12-17, and for adult chaperones, to take part in this amaz-

ing mission experience.  The total cost for the trip is $266, half of which ($133) is due by 7 

March.  The Mission Committee will offset some of the cost for the trip, but we don’t know exact-

ly by how much just yet.  

 

If you want to go on this transformative journey, contact Pastor Bob, Sarah Kells at 301-271-

2838, Pat Alexander, or Kelly Alexander. 

“MISSION CENTRAL TRIP RESCHEDULED”  

We have rescheduled our trip to Mission central to 25 February. The January trip had to be 

rescheduled at the last minute due to ductwork being installed at their warehouse that day. We 

will meet at the church at 8am and work at Mission Central from 9-12.  We will have lunch in the 

area and return to the church by around 2pm.   

 

We never know exactly what we will do there but it could involve something in the warehouse or 

we may be sorting items for Emergency Kits and assembling or checking them for shipment. Their 

goal is to” connect God’s resources with human need.”  Our work at the warehouse will support 

them in that goal and the effects of what we do there will be felt by people around the world.  

 

NOTE: We still need clothes lines, bleach, receiving blankets and individually wrapped tooth-

brushes for Relief Kits. 

 

Thank you to all who have already donated these items and more! 

Contact Pat Alexander 301-271-7164 for more information. 



 

 

CANDY SALE FOR MISSIONS 
 

Just in time for Easter.   

The Missions Committee is selling Wolfgang Candy and Flower Bulbs to help sponsor 

a youth mission trip for this summer.  Catalogs and order forms are available in the 

narthex.   

Candy and bulbs will be available for pickup on or about Sunday, 22 March, before 

and after the services.  You will receive an email/phone call when the order arrives 

at the church.   

All order forms and payments are due by Sunday, 22  February.  Order forms 

and payments may be placed in the offering plate or in Sandra Valentine’s  mailbox. 

Please make checks payable to:  Weller UMC   Memo:  Wolfgang 

Thank you for your support! 

YOUTH GROUP TRIP TO SEE GODSPELL SUNDAY, 1 MARCH 

We’re getting a group together to see the musical Godspell at the Olney Theater on Sunday, 1 

March, at 2 p.m.  Godspell tells the story of Jesus through the eyes of St. Matthew’s Gospel.  The 

music is upbeat and  inspiring, and the show is a lot of fun. 

 

We’ll leave the church at 12:30 p.m. on 1 March and return about 5 p.m.  Tickets are $15 per person.  

Contact Pastor Bob or Becky Harbaugh by 8 February if you are interested in going. 



 

 

5 

 

 

Greeters 8:30 

02/01  Paulette & Dennis Mathias 

02/08  Janice & Mo Synder 

02/15  Betty & RJ Shorb 

02/22  (combined)  N/A 

Acolytes  8:30 

01/25  Krista Royer 

02/01  Jolene Mathias 

02/08   Krista Royer 

02/15  A.J. Child 

02/22  (combined)  Megan Clark 

Scripture Readers & Call to Worship 

8:30 

02/01  Bob Fahnestock 

02/08  Virginia Gelwicks 

02/15  Paulette Mathias 

02/22  (combined) Lee Taylor 

Nursery Assistance 

All dates available 

 

 

Greeters 11:00 

02/01  Barb Barbe 

02/08  Mark Eyler  

02/15  The Herbert family  

02/22  (Combined) Deb & Michaela Stull & 

Joan Staub 

Acolytes  11:00 

02/01  Jacob Wastler 

02/08  Makayla Eibert 

02/15  Josh Miller 

02/22  (combined)  Megan Clark 

Scripture Readers 11:00 

02/01  Debby Shultzaberger 

02/08  Christine Miller 

02/15  Michele Merico 

02/22  (combined)  Lee Taylor 

Nursery Assistance 

All dates available 

 

 

 

HELPERS FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY  

February Sermons and Scriptures 

01  God’s Gifted People:  Discover Your Spiritual Gifts, Romans 12:1-8 

08 God’s Gifted People:  Greater Things Than These, 1 Peter 4:9-11; John 14:12-18 

15  Deep and Wide, A Vision for the Church, John 4:1-15 

18 (Ash Wednesday)   Joel 2:1-2, 12-17; Isaiah 58:1-12; Psalm 51:1-17; 2 Corinthi 

     ans 5:20b-6:10; Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

22  (Combined)  Covenant:  From Water, Genesis 9:8-17; Mark 1:9-15 
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Congratulations to Matt and Jenny Roberts on the birth 

of their son Benjamin Steven Roberts born 12 January 

2015 at @ 4:21am  

Weight was 6lbs 3ozs 

Height was 19 inches 

Sister is Emily Grace Roberts 

Grandparents are Gary and Dawn Roberts, and Michelle 

Shipp 

SINGLES MINISTRY AT GRACEHAM MORAVIAN CHURCH 

Graceham is starting a ministry for single men and women over the age of 30 beginning this 

month.  The goal of the group is to create Christ-honoring activities in a spiritually nurtur-

ing and supportive environment leading to healthy, lasting friendships characterized by mu-

tual love, honor, and care.  Anyone wanting to take part in this ministry is welcome to the 

planning session on Friday, 6 February, at 7 .m. at Graceham Moravian Church.  Please con-

tact the following individuals for more information: Judy Beall, 301-845-7249; Joy Flick-

inger, Joy42656@aol.com, or Pastor Sue Koenig, skoenig@theanswergroup.com, 301-271-

7249. 

LENTEN STUDY 
Holy Week and Easter come alive with video commentaries and 

thought-provoking discussion questions using the art of artist John 

August Swanson. 

 

A six-session course to inspire your Lenten journey.  

 Meets Thursday mornings at 9:30 a.m. 

 Start date 19 February 

 End date 26 March 

 Cost for book is $5.00   

Contact Pastor Bob or the church office to sign up. 

mailto:Joy42656@aol.com
mailto:skoenig@theanswergroup.com
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Have you been looking for a way to share 

yourself with God and your church family?  

Look no further!  The Weller Instrumental 

Ensemble, Youth/Adult Choir and Youth/

Adult Handbell Choir  has a place for you. 

The groups started meeting 22 January, 

but it’s not too late to join.   

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Instrumental Ensemble  - Thursday from 

5;00 - 6:00 p.m. 

 

Youth/Adult Handbell choir - Thursday 

from 6:15 -  7:15,  in the handbell room 

downstairs. 

 

Adult & Youth Choir  - Thursday from 

7:30-8:30, in the sanctuary.  

 

Weekly rehearsal for both choirs will continue 

until 16 April.  
 
  
 

The Easter Cantata will be held on 26 April, 

at 10:00. 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

Worship 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Offering   

January 4 96 

January  11 97 

January 18 112 

January 25 116 

January  AVG.  
 

105 

January 4 3,448 

January 11 1,916 

January 18 2,974 

January 25 1,772 

Imagine No Malaria N/A  

ACH Monthly      

Deposit 

1,830 

Total (INM Not In-

cluded)  $11,940 

 

February 2015 

 

01  Hannah Hooper 

03  Jeremy Bailey 

04  Andrew Mathias; Sabrina Mathias 

05  Matthew Roberts 

06  Alan Harrison; Madison Kiessling 

07  Dorothy Clever; Janet Thompson 

11  Merle Dawson; Fred Henning; Ian Rinehart; 

Jolane Souris 

13  Rick Wivell; Caitlin Merico 

14  Jared Grimm 

15  Jared Fahnestock 

17  Norman Stitely; Keith Valentine 

18  Michele Merico 

19 Erica Lockney 

20 Megan Clark; Tory Angelll; David McGuire; 

Nick Smith;   Moriah Frazier 

25  Joan Staub 

27  Nicole Riffle; Nicholas Humerick 

28  Anna Lea Weihrer; Kaitlyn Herbert 

 

 

 

12  Louise and Robert Shaffer, Sr.  

January 4 33 

January  11 43 

January 18 36 

January 25 49 

January  AVG.  
 

40 



 

 

       

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
 
 

Communion 
 
 

2 
Scout  

Leaders  
7 p.m.  li-

brary  
 

Worship 
Committee  

6:30 Fellow-
ship Hall 

3 
 
 

Puppet Minis-
try 6 p.m. 

 
Kids Choir 

7 p.m. 
 
 

4 
 
 

Prayer Time  
7 p.m. 

 
Cantata prac-

tice 
5-8:30 p.m. 

5 
 
 
 
 
 

6 7 

8 
 
 
 

Prayer Shawl 
Ministry during 

services 
 
 

9 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship TF 
6:30 p.m. 

10 
 
 

Puppet Minis-
try  

6 p.m. 
 

Kids Choir 
7 p.m. 

 
Ad Board 7 

p.m. 

11 
 
 

UMW  
1 p.m. 

12 
 
 
 
 
 

Cantata prac-
tice 

5-8:30 p.m. 

13 
 

14 

15 
 

16 
 
 
 
 
 

Missions 
7 p.m. 

17 
Fat Tuesday 

Pancake 
Dinner 

5-6:30 p.m. 
 

Puppet Minis-
try  

6 p.m. 
 

Kids Choir 

18 
 
 
 

Ash  
Wednesday 

Service  
7 p.m. 

 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cantata prac-
tice 

5-8:30 p.m. 

20 
 

21 

22 
 

Pot Luck & 
Talent Show  

5 p.m. 

23 
 

Lenten Ser-
vice 

St. Paul’s 
Lutheran, 

Utica 
7 p.m. 

24 
 

Puppet Minis-
try  

6 p.m. 
 

Kids Choir 
7 p.m. 

25 
 

Mission  
Central Trip 

8 a.m.—2 p.m. 

26 
 
 
 

Cantata prac-
tice 

5-8:30 p.m. 

27 28 

Unless otherwise noted, the following events take place at the same time each week for this month: 

Tuesdays Weekly bulletin information due to office by noon.   Kids Choir Practice 7 p.m.  Puppet Ministry 

6 p.m.-7 p.m.;   1st & 3rd Tuesdays: Cub Scout Wolves Den in Weller House 6-7 p.m. 

Thursdays Narcotics Anonymous in Weller House  6:30-7:30 


