
 

 TIDINGS OF WELLER         
“Affirm Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior as we  

care for others and tell people about Him.” 

Affirm  ~ Care ~ Tell      

 

101 N. Altamont Avenue, Thurmont, MD  21788 Office: 301-271-2802            On the Web: www.wellerumc.com 

“An Event That Deserves to be Witnessed” 

From our Advent study this year, author and pas-

tor James Harnish tells the story of Rev. Robert 

Owen Evans, who grew up in a Methodist family in 

Sydney, Australia.  Evans’ hobby was astronomy 

and his expertise was sighting supernovas, the ex-

plosion of a star millions of light years from earth.  

He saw his first supernova in 1981 and had record-

ed 40 of these impressive celestial events by 

2005.  “There’s something satisfying, I think, 

about the idea of light traveling for millions of 

years through space,” he stated, “and just at the 

right moment as it reaches Earth someone looks at 

the right bit of sky and sees it.  It just seems 

right that an event of that magnitude should be 

witnessed.”(1) 

Centuries ago, the writer of the letter 1 John 

opened his epistle with these words: 

We declare to you what was from the begin-

ning, what we have heard, what we have 

seen with our eyes, what we have looked at 

and touched with our hands, concerning the 

word of life—this life was revealed, and we 

have seen it and testify to it, and declare to 

you the eternal life that was with the Fa-

ther and was revealed to us… (1 John 1:1-2). 

The eternal Word of Life, revealed to human be-

ings—heard, seen, touched, by human hands.  An-

nounced by a star rising over a tiny town in the 

land of Judea.  A moment in time—fleeting, like a 

supernova.  Witnessed by simple men and women, 

peasants and shepherds, who saw in the birth of 

this one child the miracle of God’s salvation come 

down to earth—God’s rescue plan for a good Crea-

tion gone awry.  Here, indeed, is an event of great 

magnitude that deserves to be witnessed, again 

and again.  And it is as we testify each and every 

day to the reality of God’s love in our lives. 

In this hectic season of shopping and traveling and 

holiday gatherings, my prayer is that we will make 

the time to experience the reality of God’s anoint-

ed one in our own lives.  We can do so by focusing 

on the spiritual disciplines that sustain us in our 

walk with God, such as: 

 Reading Scripture passages relating to the 

birth of Jesus.  You can find these in Matthew 

1 & 2; and, Luke 1 & 2. 

 Worshiping at one or more special Advent or 

Christmas services.  You can find a list of ser-

vices at Weller on page 8 of this newsletter.  

But don’t just attend the service—take time to 

prepare for worship by praying for God to open 

your heart, mind and spirit to the Good News 

revealed in this season. 

 Taking time for silent reflection.  Silence is 

something that escapes us in our fast-paced, 

networked world.  Try unplugging from the net 

for a while and listen for God’s still, small voice.  

God is still speaking to us in our day. 

May God bless you in every way this Christmas and 

always.   Pastor Bob 

(1) Quoted in James Harnish, When God Comes Down, 

(Abindgon Press, 214), 4. 



 

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
 

Thank you to everyone who supported Operation Christmas Child shoe-

boxes.  We did it!  We met our goal and provided 44 shoeboxes!    

CHRISTMAS CAROLING! 

Your help is needed to spread a little Christmas joy to our Weller senior and homebound members.  On 

Friday, 5 December, we will be serenading them with Christmas carols and delivering baskets of fruit 

and baked goods.  This is such an important ministry in our church, please consider joining us.  We are 

providing a light dinner for carolers.  If you would like to have something to eat prior to us leaving for 

the caroling, please come a little early. 

 

 5:30-6:30 food provided to carolers  (come anytime between this time) 

6:30 - We'll rehearse a few familiar Christmas carols and then divide into 

groups to spread some joy! 

 

 We will return to the church afterwards for hot chocolate and cookies. 

Please contact Debby Shultzaberger to let her know you're coming or you may 

sign up by adding your name to the clip board in the narthex. (301) 271-7390 

Hayride and happy faces at Weller Trunk or Treat! 

Baptism of Rebecka 

Ann Wivell, 30 No-

vember. With parents 

Cody Wivell & Cassie 

Parrish, and Pastor 

Bob. 



 

  

 

 

Worship 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School  

Church Offering   

November 2 119 

November 9 103 

November 16 103 

November 23 93 

November 30 149 

November AVG 
 

113 

November 2 46 

November 9 41 

November 16 37 

November 23 32 

November 30 43 

 November AVG. 40 

November 2 4,155 

November 9 2,829 

November 16 1,925. 

November 23 2,111 

November 30 2,072 

Imagine No Malaria N/A  

ACH Monthly      

Deposit 

1,830 

Total             

(Imagine No Malar-

ia Not Included)  

$14,922 

BLUE CHRISTMAS—A SERVICE OF RE-

MEMBRANCE AND HOPE 

 

December is a month of long nights and short days, 

and 21 December will be the longest night of the 

year.  In this season of long nights, many are excited 

about the approach of the Christmas and New Year 

holidays.  But some of us have mixed feelings about 

this time of the year.  Christmas may be joyful for 

most, but it is also a time of loneliness, depression  

and loss for many people.  We want to acknowledge 

these feelings in a special service of remembrance 

and hope on Sunday, 21 December, at 5:00 p.m.  The 

service will include special readings, songs, prayer, 

candle lighting and Holy Communion.  This Blue Christ-

mas service will provide an opportunity to grieve our 

losses, but also to experience the hope that is given 

freely through God’s grace.  If you experience some 

of these feelings or know someone who does, please 

come, and invite a friend to attend this quiet, reflec-

tive service.    

Altar at Camp Manidokan youth retreat, November 2014. 



 

 YOUTH RETREAT AT CAMP MANIDOKAN 

 

Last month, two of our youth (Destiny Wastler and 

Andrew Kells) went to Camp Manidokan from 9-11 

November for a youth retreat with Good Shepherd 

UMC, Waldorf, MD.  Pastor Bob and Sarah Kells 

went along for the ride. 

 

The weekend started out Friday night with worship 

and an opening session of Bible study and group dis-

cussion.  Saturday 

morning, we hit 

the rugged trail 

down into a valley where the old saw mill used to stand.  Most every-

one stayed dry during this hike but those that got their feet wet in 

the stream didn’t seem to mind.  The rest of Saturday witnessed two 

more sessions of group activities—including a prayer labyrinth and 

building a prayer “wall”—and a bonfire with Smores in the cold (we’re 

talkin’ REALLY COLD) night air. 

 

Our wrap up Sunday morning was a blast with each group preparing 

and performing a skit about selected Bible passages.  This is where 

the youth really demonstrated their creativity as well as some deep faith.  We closed out our weekend 

with a worship service that included Holy Communion and anointing oil for those seeking a deeper faith. 

 

Camp Manidokan is the perfect setting for group spiritual retreats.  We truly are blessed to have it so 

near by.  Make sure to ask Destiny and Andrew about the great time they had there. 



 

 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

LOOKING FOR MEMORIES OF WELLER 

 

Next year, Weller will celebrate its 185th anniversary—a real milestone that 

many churches don’t achieve.  We have several special observances planned 

throughout the year, the biggest of which is a Homecoming Celebration on Sun-

day, 20 September.  (Mark your calendars NOW!) 

 

To make this anniversary truly memorable, we will publish a new history of the church and share the 

Weller story with the community.  To do this well, we need your memories of some of the significant 

(and not so significant) events in the life of the church.  If you have some memories you’d like to 

share or perhaps some old photos, books, programs, videos, or other items related to the church, 

we’d like to know about them.  Please contact Karen Younkins, Pat Alexander, Dorothy Clever, Cindy 

Hart, or Pastor Bob, and tell them about your historic items/recollections. 

CHRISTMAS EVE OFFERING 

 

Our Christmas Eve offering is the one offering each year we give entirely to a worthy cause or caus-

es.  Last year, we received around $2,400, which was donated to the Thurmont Ministerium for its 

work with poor and disadvantaged families in the greater Thurmont area.  This year, the Christmas 

Eve offering will be split evenly between the Ministerium and Imagine No Malaria (INM). 

 

Please prayerfully consider giving generously this Christmas to these two very worthy causes.  

Christmas is not our birthday, it’s Jesus’ birthday.  Let us give extravagantly this Christmas in the 

name of the Son of God who gives new life and calls us to a life of loving others in His name. 

 

If you are a member or make regular donations to one or more of Weller’s fund (general fund, capi-
tal, memorial, etc.), please remember to give your offerings on one of the Sundays before or after 
Christmas Eve as all funds received that night will be donated to the Ministerium and INM.   

 

 



 

 
MISSION COMMITTEE NEWS FOR DECEMBER 

 

The Mission Committee would like to thank everyone who contributed to our coin 

collection for Imagine for No Malaria on October 26th.  The total for that day was $328!  Together 

with the profit from the Wolfgang Candy Fall Sale of $264, and our previous fundraising efforts we 

now have almost $1,400 toward our goal of $3,000 by the end of 2015 toward the fight against ma-

laria. On November 21st another fundraiser was held for INM at Roy Rogers Restaurant in Thurmont. 

The total raised there will be known soon.  We really appreciate your support! 

By the time you read this, we will have delivered a complete outfit for each of the 25 children in need 

in the Frederick County area through the Salvation Army Angel Tree program.  Each tag represents a 

child who will receive at least a new pair of pants, a shirt, and new shoes this Christmas. Thank you all 

for your generosity! 

We are in the process of scheduling another volunteer work trip to Mission Central in Mechanicsburg, 

PA for January, we hope.  Watch upcoming bulletins for the date.  If you are interested in going with 

us, please let Kelly or Pat Alexander know whether you would prefer a Wednesday or a Saturday 

morning, or you may write your name and preference on the back of your attendance slip.   We will al-

so be taking items donated for Health Kits and old computers if you have any you’d like to send along. 

Technicians at Mission Central are able to update these computers for use by non-profit organizations 

around the world that might otherwise not have access to one.  They also accept towers, monitors, 

printers, and peripherals such as hard drives, etc. 

Thanks again to everyone who has supported Weller’s mission projects throughout this year, both 

monetarily and through your prayers and service. None of it would be possible without God’s guidance 

and your support.  

 

 

Trimming the tree, 1st Sunday of Advent. Christmas Tree at Westview Town Center, 
Frederick, MD. 



 

 
Worship Committee News 

 

The Worship Committee has been working hard to make this Advent Season a 

memorable and visual experience.  Please join us each Sunday during Advent to cel-

ebrate Christmas Visions.  Each Sunday will be a different message about waiting, preparing, and re-

ceiving joy in the special gift that was given to us through the birth of our savior Jesus Christ.  And 

don’t forget our Christmas cantata on Dec. 21 at 10:00 am.  This will be a combined service.  We will 

end the Advent season with our two Christmas Eve services at 7:00 pm and 11:00 pm.   

 

This year we will be adding a special Blue Christmas service on December 21, at 5:00 pm.  This service 

is designed for those who have trouble coping with the holiday season because of grief or loneliness, 

or those who cannot find joy in the Christmas season.  We will be joined by several of our local 

churches in presenting this special service.  We will end the year with a Watch Night service on De-

cember 31 at 6:00pm. 

 

I would also like to extend an open invitation to come to the Worship Committee meetings.  You don’t 

have to be an active part of the worship committee to attend the meetings.  We welcome any new ide-

as on ways to improve our worship experience.  After all, we are all a part of the worship process and 

we all have something to share.  Check the weekly bulletin for dates and times of the committee 

meetings.  I look forward to seeing each and every one of you on Sunday morning.  And remember, Je-

sus is the reason for the season. 

 

Merry Christmas and God Bless,  

Michele Merico, Worship chair 

 

 

December 2014 Sunday School News 

The Fall Festival on 2 November was a great success.  The children had snacks and apple cider in the 

fellowship room, then enjoyed a hayride through the cemetery in the brisk fall weather. Trunk or 

Treating was next and everyone left with more than enough treats to last a long while.  We’d like to 

thank Paulette and Dennis Mathias for providing the tractor and hay wagon and Christine Miller for 

helping to organize the Trunk or Treat Volunteers including Mark and Lori Eyler, Bob, Josh and 

Christine Miller, Debbie and Michaela Stull, Katy Bowers and Makayla Eibert, Becky and Derek 

Harbaugh, and Henry Alexander for providing the Trunks.  And thanks, also, to everyone who donat-

ed treats to be handed out! 

The next Sunday School activity will be a play presented on 21 December at the combined service. 

This is also the day of the Christmas Cantata.  Ethel Brauer and Paulette Mathias have recruited the 

students in their class along with some of our younger students to perform “K-BETH Live: An Advent 

Drama.”   Don’t miss it!   



 

 

5 

Greeters 8:30 

07  Colby & Kathy Child 

14  Robert & Joan Follin 

21  (Combined) John & Vickie Howes 

28  (Combined) Bob & Louise Shaffer 

Acolytes  8:30 

07  Skyla Smith 

14  Daniel Dutrow 

21  N/A 

28  (Combined)  Brody Mathias)   

Scripture Readers & Call to Worship 8:30 

07  Jody Hahn 

14  Nancy Rice 

21  Cantata members 

28  (Combined) Alison McGuire 

Nursery Assistant 8:30 

All dates open 

 

Christmas Eve 7 p.m. Service 

Greeters:  Kim Clever & Madelyn Clever 

Acolyte: Emmalee Miller 

Scripture & Call to Worship:  Roy Clever 

1st Reading:  Dorothy Clever 

2nd Reading: 

3rd Reading:  

Advent Candle: 

Advent Reading: 

Ushers:   

 

 

Greeters 11:00 

07  Donnie & Darlene Wastler 

14  Jane Eyler 

21  (Combined) John & Vickie Howes 

28  (Combined) Bob & Louise Shaffer 

Acolytes  11:00 

07  Josh Miller  

14  Megan Clark 

21  N/A 

28  (Combined)  Brody Mathias 

Scripture Readers 11:00 

07  Bob Miller 

14  Henry Alexander  

21  Cantata Members  

28  (Combined) Alison McGuire 

Nursery Assistant 11:00 

All dates open 

 

Christmas Eve 11 p.m. Service 

Greeters:  Allen Krenzer and OPEN 

Acolyte:  Andrew Kells 

Scripture & Call to Worship:   

1st Reading: 

2nd Reading: 

3rd Reading:   

Advent Candle: Jody Hahn 

Advent Reading:  Paulette Mathias 

Ushers:  Allen Krenzer; OPEN 

Communion Stewards:   
 

December Sermons and Scriptures 

07  Christmas Visions:  Preparing the Way  - Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; Isaiah 40:1-11 

14  Christmas Visions:  Jumping for Joy!  - Psalm 126; Isaiah 61:1-4, 8.11 

21 (Combined 10 a.m. service) Christmas Cantata  

21  5 p.m.  Blue Christmas Service 

24  Christmas Visions:  Special Delivery - Luke 2:1-20 

28   Adoption Agent - Galatians 4:4-7; Romans 8:12-17 

31  Times of Our Lives - Ecclesiastes 3:1-13   



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

06  Heather Mathias 

07  Debbie Kurz; Paulette Mathias 

08  Dennis Fisher 

09  Donald Lewis 

10  Holly Wantz 

11  Emily Baust 

12  Betty Shorb 

14  Colby Child 

16  Kelly Wastler 

18  Fred Younkins; Dawn Roberts; Daniel Dutrow 

21  Josephine Eyler; Jolene Mathias; Dalton Mathi-

as 

22 Francis Seiss; Dennis Mathias; Colin Shultzab-

erger; Collin Hooper 

23  Nancy Rice; Kim Scott 

24  Pam Bowers; Noelle Hallman 

26  Robert Long; Ruby Storer; Robert Shaffer Sr.; 

Aaron Crone 

28  Dottie Kline 

 

 

 

 

 

09  Paulette & Dennis Mathias 

11  Cindy & Randy Shire 

14  Rosie & Gene  Andrew  

 

 

REMEMBER UMC MARKET WHEN 

HOLIDAY SHOPPING 

 

You can help donate to the church this season 

by shopping online through UMC Market.  

UMC Market has arrangements with several 

hundred stores that allow a portion of your 

online purchase to be donated to Weller.  

Signing up is easy: go to umcmarket.org and 

follow the directions to set up an account.  

Then, find your favorite store from the UMC 

Market website, click on the link and go shop-

ping.   

Stores typically donate between 1 and 5 per-

cent of your purchase to your designated 

church.  (FYI: Pastor Bob is buying from 

Barnes & Noble online this year because they 

offer a higher percentage donation [4.5%] 

than Amazon [1%].  That’s not an endorse-

ment—just sayin’).   

Already, 16 people have signed up to give to 

Weller through UMC Market, and have donat-

ed about $150 to the church.  This is a great 

way to give to the church from shopping that 

we all do anyway, so why not help out?  Sign 

up today at www.umcmarket.org.  

 

Dear Pastor Bob and Weller 

Church Members,  

Thanks for the lovely birthday 

cards and thinking of me on my birthday.  

May God Bless You. 

Betty D. Stambaugh 

http://www.umcmarket.org


 

 

       
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
 

Scout Lead-
ers 7 p.m. 

 
Advent Study  

7 p.m. 

2 
 

Puppet Ministry 
6 p.m. 

 
SPRC 7 p.m. 

3 
 

Advent Study  
9:30 a.m. 

 
Prayer Time  

7 p.m. 

4 
 

Cantata  
Rehearsals  

5-8:30 
 
 

5 
 

Puppet Show 
at Linganore 

UMC  
7 p.m. 

6 

7 
 

Communion 
Prayer Shawl  

 
Youth Group 

Bowling 
4 p.m. 

8 
 
 
 
 
 

Advent Study 
7 p.m. 

9 
 

Puppet Ministry 
6 p.m. 

 
Ad Board 

7 p.m. 

10 
 

Advent Study  
9:30 a.m. 

11 
 
 

Cantata  
Rehearsals  

5-8:30  

12 13 

14 
 

Christmas 
Dinner 
5 p.m. 

15 
 
 
 

Missions  
6 p.m. 

 
Advent Study 

7 p.m. 
 

16 
 
 
 
 

Puppet Ministry  
6 p.m. 

 
Kids Choir 

7 p.m. 

17 
 

Advent Study  
9:30 a.m. 

 
Prayer Time  

7 p.m. 

18 
 
 

Cantata  
Rehearsals  

5-8:30  

19 
 
 

20 
 
 
 

Cantata Dress  
Rehearsal 

21 
Combined 

Svc: Christmas 
Cantata  
10 a.m. 
Blue 

Christmas 
Service  
5 p.m. 

22 
 
 
 
 

Advent Study 
7 p.m. 

23 
 
 
 
 

Puppet Ministry  
6 p.m. 

 
 

24 
 

Advent Study  
9:30 a.m. 

 

7 p.m. Fami-
ly Service 

 

11 p.m. Can-
dlelight Ser-

vice 

25 
 

Christmas 
Day 

 
 

26 
 
 
 

27 

28 
 

Combined  
Service 
10 a.m.  

29 
 
 
 

Advent Study 
7 p.m. 

30 31 
 

Advent Study 
9:30 a.m. 

 

Watchnight 
Service  
6 p.m. 

   

Unless otherwise noted, the following events take place at the same time each week for this month: 

Tuesdays Weekly bulletin information due to office by noon.   Kids Choir Practice 7 p.m.  Puppet Ministry 6 p.m.-7 p.m. ;   

1st & 3rd Tuesdays: Cub Scout Wolves Den in Weller House 6-7 p.m. 

Thursdays Narcotics Anonymous in Weller House  6:30-7:30 


