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“Fools for Christ” 
 

 “We are fools for the sake of Christ…” 1  Corin-
thians 4:10 

 

Since Easter falls near the first of April this year, 

it made me wonder about the origins of this unof-

ficial holiday of fools.  Turns out it has an inter-

esting backstory. 

 

April Fools Day was fixed on the First of April 

during the Middle Ages.  This was the eighth day 

after New Year’s Day, which was observed on 25 

March because it was near the spring equinox.  

Many cultures, including ancient Rome, India and 

Europe, had customs that included harmless pranks 

on friends and family around this time.  The main 

idea is that foolishness reigns for the day.  Noth-

ing is as it seems. The rich are treated as poor, 

the poor hailed as wealthy, the foolish are wise, 

and the normal order of things is reversed.  

 

That’s not a bad description of the transformation 

God wants for our world. God seeks liberation 

from all that holds people in chains.  Where there 

is bondage to the unhealthy habits and addictions 

that hold us down, God desires a reversal of this 

“un-natural” order of things.  Where there is vio-

lence, peace; enmity, reconciliation; injustice, jus-

tice. The end goal is a world transformed by God’s 

love where human beings can live as God originally 

intended them to live—as images of the living God. 

 

As Christians, we believe God accomplished this 

great reversal in Jesus Christ.  Because of the 

faith of Jesus, who remained obedient even 

through death on the Cross, our sins are pardoned 

because Christ became the ultimate sacrifice for 

us all. Because God raised Jesus from the dead, we 

too will live in God’s New Creation.   

 

Some have called this way of thinking foolishness 

and have gone to great lengths to suppress the 

truth of God’s love.  There’s a story from the time 

of the Soviet Union about an official who traveled 

from Moscow to Kiev to promote the state’s offi-

cial ideology of atheism.  For over an hour, the man 

held forth about the foolishness of believing in an 

unseen God and the wisdom of the Communist Par-

ty, which provided everything necessary for a hap-

py life.  When he finished, he surveyed the audito-

rium and demanded: “Are there any questions?”  

After a long silence, one man stood up, walked up 

to the podium, looked out at the crowd and gave 

the traditional Orthodox Christian greeting: 

“Christ is risen!”  The crowd stood as one and 

shouted out: “HE IS RISEN INDEED!” 

 

God makes the foolish wise and wise foolish.  Be-

lieve in Jesus Christ and him crucified. 

He is Risen! 

He is Risen indeed! 

Allelujah! 

Amen! 

Pastor Bob 



 

 

 

EASTER EGG HUNT 

Our annual Easter Egg Hunt will be held on Saturday, 

April 4th at 11:00 a.m. here at the church. This will 

be held rain or shine, although we’re hoping for nice 

weather.  All children through 5th grade will be eligi-

ble to participate.  We will be asking for donations of 

wrapped candy and stickers, etc. for treat bags, and 

cookies to serve after the Egg Hunt. A box will be 

placed in the narthex for anyone who would like to 

donate these items. (Home baked cookies may be 

brought to the church during office hours this week.   

week.)  

If you have any questions, please contact Pat Alex-

ander at 301-271-7164. 

WELLER NEWS 

SPORTS 
By Robbie Shaffer 

We lost a tough game with First Baptist Church of Frederick 

on March 9th.  Weller was up 33-31 at halftime, and up seven 

in the second half but could not hold on.  The game went into 

OT, but Weller could not buy a basket.  The final score was 81

-70, with First Baptist winning.   

Weller’s next game was March 16th against St. Andrews at 

First Baptist.  Weller was close at halftime 28-21, but went on 

to lose 70-45. 

On March 19th Weller won an amazing game over Grace 63-62 with only five players.  And we won a 

really close game against St. Ignatius on the 26th by a score of 100-96 in OT. 

Weller’s basketball team is in good position as we enter the playoffs with a good record.  Come out 

and cheer on the Weller team!  Our games are played at First Baptist Church of Frederick.  See Bob 

Shaffer, Henry Alexander, Terry Fogle or me for the schedule of games. 



 

 

                 COMING SOON—REVIVAL! 
A new topical study begins this month with Revival, Faith as Wes-

ley Lived It.  Not just a history lesson, this study makes for real 

transformation by looking at how God worked revival in John 

Wesley’s England and shows us how revival can happen again today.  

John Wesley’s message and his faith continue to speak to 21st 

Century Christians, calling for a revival of our hearts and souls so 

that our world might be changed.  This is a church-wide effort—

our Sunday School children will be studying this topic beginning in 

April—to learn how our Wesleyan heritage can inspire how we live 

as disciples of Jesus today. 

 

Pastor Bob will lead two sessions of this study, one on Monday nights at 7 p.m. beginning 13 

April, the other on Wednesday mornings at 9:30 a.m. beginning on 15 April.  The course runs for 

six weeks.  Cost for the book is $10.  Please sign up on the clipboard during worship or in the 

lobby, or call the church office at 301-271-2802. 

“LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY” 

Maybe the most important question the disciples asked Jesus—teach us how to pray—is now a 

weekend seminar coming to Weller and Deerfield UMCs from 1-3 May.  A team from Al-

dersgate Renewal Ministries (ARM) will run the seminar that will encourage us to grow in spir-

itual maturity in prayer.  This seminar has the potential to change lives and to transform 

churches as we walk in intimacy with God through prayer.   

Seminar sessions are: Friday, 7-9 p.m.; Saturday, 9-12, (lunch included), 1:15-4, 6-8.  Sunday’s 

worship service will be led by the ARM team.  There is a workbook to purchase for $15. 

Don’t miss this great opportunity to enrich your life with God.  Sign up in worship or on the sign 

up sheet in the lobby, or call the church office. 



 

 

 
Deep and Wide: Progress Report” 
By Pastor Bob 

 

Earlier this year I described to you our theme for 

the remainder of the year.  It’s called “Deep and 

Wide.”  It’s not a particularly original theme.  Deep 

and Wide is the title of an old Sunday School song: 

“Deep and wide/Deep and wide/There’s a fountain 

flowing deep and wide.”  It’s also the title of an amaz-

ing book by Andy Stanley that describes how we can 

build churches for the unchurched, for those who 

don’t know Christ. 

With our theme of Deep and Wide, we focus on two 

complementary motions: 

Drawing deep from living water; 

Reaching wide to share God’s love. 

We draw from the living water that is Christ, seeking 

to grow deeper in love with God so that our spiritual 

roots are strengthened for life’s journey.  We reach 

wide to share God’s love with others; to “branch out” 

in faith, so that others come to know the joy of life 

with God through Jesus Christ. 

This is an organic model of the church.  Much like the 

tree, we need to strengthen our roots in order to 

grow upward and outward toward God and to our 

neighbors. 

How are we doing so far?  Here are some of the op-

portunities to grow spiritually and serve humbly in our 

community that are coming up in the next couple of 

months. 

 

Going deeper with God… 

Revival, Faith as Wesley Lived it.   

Begins 13 & 15 April (Monday nights, Wednesday 

mornings) for six weeks.  John Wesley’s message and 

his faith continue to speak to 21st century Christians 

calling us to revive our hearts and souls to change our 

world.  Through this topical study, we will learn how 

God revived the church in Wesley’s day, and how we 

can be revived in our time.  Our Elementary and Mid-

dle School Sunday School classes also doing this 

study, so I hope this will become a church-wide study. 

Weekend seminar: Lord, Teach Us to Pray. 

May 1, 2 & 3 (Friday night, Saturday and worship Sun-

day). Lay teachers from Aldersgate Renewal Minis-

tries will lead this workshop that aims to rejuvenate 

your prayer life with powerful testimonies and tools 

for effective prayer.  Experience the joy of a Spirit-

filled prayer life through this practical workshop that 

teaches us to pray the way Jesus prayed, with confi-

dence and boldness.  

  

Reaching Wider to Share… 

Partnership with Sabillasville Elementary School.  
Starting after Spring Break, we are looking to place 

helpers with a calling to work with children in the Kin-

dergarten classroom at Sabillasville Elementary 

School for one hour per week.  The helpers will read 

to children and help with basic math skills.  Later on, 

we also want to support the children in the school 

lunch program with nutritious food for the weekends, 

and to collect books for the class to read. 

My prayer is that through both of these movements—

going deeper, reaching wider—we will grow more 

deeply in love with God than ever before.  By experi-

encing God on a deeper level, we will revive those are-

as of our lives where God calls us to thrive.  By reach-

ing out to our community, we will have a direct impact 

on the lives of children and families.  Serving others 

also makes a statement that God cares for them, for 

their parents and for their teachers and administra-

tors. 

May the God of all Love grant you joy and strength as 

we grow and serve in the name of Jesus the Christ. 

Peace, 

Pastor Bob  

 

To Weller Methodist Church, and Pastor Bob,  
 

I have enjoyed visiting your worship services 

and hope to visit again until my broken hip has 

healed.   
 

I have really appreciated the prayer shawl 

that was made and sent to me.  Thank you for 

your loving gift. 
 

God bless you all! 

With God’s Blessings, Marjorie Stright  

(Karen Watson’s mom) 



 

 

THE 2015 WELLER PLAYLIST 

All during the month of February, you voted for your favorite hymns and praise songs.  

We were hoping for a top 25 but we had a low response due to the bad weather.   

 

Here is your Weller Top 12 playlist for singing God’s praises. 

 

YOUR WELLER TOP 12 SONGS 

      TOP 25 HYMNALS               TOP 25 PRAISE SONGS 

1.   In The Garden      1.    I Can Only Imagine 

2.   Amazing Grace      2.    Days of Elijah 

3.   Here I Am Lord     3.    All in All  

4.   Because He Lives     4.    Encounter 

5.   He Lives       5.    Heart of Worship 

6.   How Great thou Art     6.    I Saw the Light 

7.   Lord of the Dance     7.    Shine Jesus, Shine 

8.   Standing on the Promises    8.    I’ll Fly Away 

9.   The Old Rugged Cross     9.    Lord, I Lift Your Name on High 

10.   What a Friend We Have in Jesus   10.    All the People Said Amen 

11.   Of For a Thousand Tongues to Sing   11.    Revival 

12.    Blessed Assurance     12.    He Reigns 

EASTER BASKETS OF JOY 

This year’s delivery of Easter baskets for seniors and shut-ins will 

take place on Friday, 24 April.  We will meet at the church starting 

at 5:30 p.m., divide up the baskets, and proceed with the deliver-

ies.  This is a great way to remind our seniors and others of God’s 

love for them during the season of Easter.  If you can help out, 

please sign up during worship or contact the church office at 301-

271-2802.  Contact Pat Jacobs for more information. 



 

 

 



 

 

 

The Weller In-

strumental En-

semble, Youth/

Adult Choir and 

Youth/Adult 

Handbell Choir 

cordially invite 

you to experi-

ence the wonder-

ful music of 

God’s word.   

 

 

Come and share your excitement of the Lord Jesus Christ who has risen 

for us.  

 

The Easter Cantata will be held on  

April 26, at a combined music celebration 

service at 10:00 



 

 

 Benefits of “Snipping and Clipping”  

 The Board of Child Care recently informed us that the Early Children’s 

Education Center received two new ipods, two sand and water tables, a child’s 

microscope, a display that shows the roots of plants as they grow from a seed and playground equip-

ment.   

 The Strawbridge School, sponsored by the Board, received a check for $2,000 in December to 

be used as they see fit. 

 Weller Church played a small but important part in this ministry.  Thank you to everyone who 

diligently continue to snip and clip Educational Labels.   

 The Mary Circle 

 

 

G-FORCE Adventure Park! 
Vacation Bible School for kids from nursery age to 5th grade will be held from  

 

Monday 22 June to 26 Friday June   

 

                               6:15 to 8:30  p.m. 

 

Come meet Checkers the Cheetah and Move, Act, Care, Follow, and 

Share with God.   

 

Register your kids now or sign up to volunteer at  

http://2015.cokesburyvbs.com/wellerumc 

 

Paper registration forms are available in the lobby and a volunteer sign 

up sheet will be passed around in church.  Please consider helping in this 

important ministry! 

 

Any questions please contact Bob Miller, Amanda Keilholtz or call the 

church office.   

http://2014.cokesburyvbs.com/


 

 

Greeters 8:30 

05  Dennis & Paulette Mathias 

12  Robert & Joan Follin 

19  Virginia Gelwicks, Jody Hahn 

26  (Combined) Bob & Louise Shaffer 

Acolytes  8:30 

05  OPEN   

12  Jolene Mathias 

19  Krista Royer  

26 (Combined)  A.J. Child 

Scripture Readers & Call to Worship 8:30 

05  Jody Hahn 

12  TBA 

19  Lee Taylor 

26  (Combined) Cantata Members  

Nursery Assistant 

All dates available 

Greeters 11:00 

05  Joyce Kells  

12  Terry Fogle, and Barb Barbe 

19  Mark Eyler 

26  (Combined)  Bob & Louise Shaffer   

Acolytes  11:00 

05  OPEN 

12  Jacob Wastler 

19  Makayla Eibert 

26  (Combined) A.J. Child 

Scripture Readers 11:00 

05  Sarah Kells 

12  TBA 

19  Emmalee Miller  

26  (Combined) Cantata Members 

Nursery Assistant 

All dates  

 

 

HELPERS FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL  

April Sermons and Scriptures 

02 (Holy Thursday)  Covenant:  Poured Out, Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

05  (Easter Sunrise)  Covenant:  Fulfilled, Isaiah 25:6-9; John 20:1-18  

05  (Easter)  Only the Beginning, Mark 16:1-8 

12  Guest Speaker:  Jessica Hogan   

19  Healing Service:  Talk of the Town, Luke 24:36b-48 

26  Easter Cantata 

7 P.M. HOLY THURSDAY, 2 APRIL  

Greeters:  Jane Eyler & Marilyn Worsham 

Acolyte:  Pastor Bob  

Scripture Readers:  Roy & Dorothy Clever, 

and Bill Clayton 

Ushers:  Kay Miller, and Bill Clayton 

6:30 A.M. SUNRISE, 5 APRIL  

Greeters:  Florence Stitely, and Charlene 

Stitely 

Usher:  Jody Hahn 



 

  

 

 

 

Worship 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Offering   

March 1 Church Cancelled  

March 8 115 

March 15 115 

March 22 99 

March 29 128 

March Avg.  
 

114 

March 1 Church Cancelled 

March 8 7,954.50 

March 15 2654.93 

March 22 1575.00 

March 29 2167.00 

Imagine No Malaria N/A  

ACH Monthly      

Deposit 

1,580 

Total (INM Not In-

cluded)  $15,931.43 

 

 

April Birthdays 

 

01  Krista Royer 

02  Karen Watson 

03  Donald Eyler, Jr.  

04  Nicole Brown 

06  Karen Younkins, Bob Fogle, Donald Wastler, Sr. 

09  Janet Owens, Alice Kells 

10  Allen Krenzer 

12  Lee Taylor 

17  Andrew Kells 

20  Greg Gautney 

21  Pauline Grimes 

23 Steven Kurz 

24 Dave Krietz 

25  Andrew Lavigne 

26 Edgar Woods, Kim Lavigne 

27  Rosie Andrew 

29  Ayden Child 

 

 

 

 

April Anniversaries  

 

03   Deborah & Paul Shultzaberger 

04   Tammy & Eric Dutrow 

12   Peggy & James Royer 

24   Kathy & Colby Child 

26   Ethel & Alan Brauer, Sr.  

March 1 Church Cancelled 

March 8 35 

March 15 57 

March 22 48 

March 29 48 

March  Avg.  
 

47 



 

 

       

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 
 
 
 

Prayer Time  
7 p.m. 

2 
 
 
 
 

7 p.m. service 

3 
 

7:30 p.m. 
Passion Play  
at Deerfield 

UMC 

4 
Easter Egg 

Hunt 11 a.m. 
 

Wedding 
(Private) 3 p.m. 

5 
 

6:30 Sunrise 
7 breakfast 
8:30 Trad. 

11 Contemp. 

6 
 
 
 
 

Scout Leaders 
7 p.m. 

7 
Puppet Min-
istry  6 p.m. 

 
C.O.M. 

7 p.m.Kids 
Choir 

8 
 

UMW  
1 p.m. 

9 
Church Bell 
Rings, 3:15 

p.m. 
Cantata  

Rehearsals, 
5-8:30 p.m. 

10 
 
 

11 

12 
 

Guest Spkr:  
Jessica Hogan 

13 
 
 
 
 
 

7 p.m. Revival 
Bible Study 

14 
 

Puppet Min-
istry  6 p.m. 

 
Ad Board  

7 p.m. 

Kids Choir 7 
p.m. 

15 
 

9:30 a.m. Re-
vival  

Bible Study 
 

Prayer Time 
7 p.m. 

16 
 
 
 

Cantata  
Rehearsals, 
5-8:30 p.m. 

17 
 

18 

19 
 

Healing  
Services 

 
Prayer Shawl 

Ministry 

20 
 
 
 
 
 

7 p.m. Revival 
Bible Study 

21 
 
 
 

Puppet Min-
istry  6 p.m. 
Kids Choir 

7 p.m. 

22 
 

9:30 a.m. Re-
vival 

 Bible Study 

23 
 
 
 
 

Cantata  
Rehearsals, 
5-8:30 p.m. 

24 25 
 

Cantata Re-
hearsal  

3 p.m. - 4 p.m. 

26 
 

Easter  
Cantata 
10 a.m.  

combined 

27 
 
 
 
 
 

7 p.m. Revival 
Bible Study 

28 
 
 

Puppet Min-
istry  6 p.m. 

 
Kids Choir 

7 p.m. 

29 
9:30 a.m. Re-

vival  
Bible Study 

 
Worship 

Committee 
6:30 p.m. 

30   

Unless otherwise noted, the following events take place at the same time each week for this month: 

Tuesdays Weekly bulletin information due to office by noon.   1st & 3rd Tuesdays: Cub Scout Wolves Den 

in Weller House 6-7 p.m. 

Thursdays Narcotics Anonymous in Weller House  6:30-7:30 

Puppet Ministry Trip, Pitts-

burg, PA  - April 12th  


