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 TIDINGS OF WELLER         
“Affirm Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior as we  

care for others and tell people about Him.” 

Affirm  ~ Care ~ Tell      

                

101 N. Altamont Avenue, Thurmont, MD  21788 Office: 301-271-2802            On the Web: www.wellerumc.com 

Faith in Slow Motion 
 

Winter is officially over now but the spring cer-

tainly has been slow in coming this year.  A week 

ago, when the temperature hit nearly 70, I was 

outside in a T-shirt washing my car and cleaning 

out the garden.  I smiled at the thought of simi-

lar, warm days ahead.  Then came Sunday, and 

Monday morning, just when I thought the cold 

weather was over—WHAM!  Here it comes again—

one more round of winter. 
 

So I’m calling this the “slow-motion spring.”  It’s 

slow motion because the signs of spring are all 

around—they’ve just taken longer to show up due 

to the extended cold. I’ve been watching the signs 

for the past three weeks: Robins feeding in the 

yard, the buds on the trees are swelling, crocuses 

are blooming (several weeks later than the norm), 

and the daffodils are up—but not blooming.   

 

All this goes to show that despite the extended 

cold, nature has been working all this time—

beneath the snow, beneath the ground—bringing 

new life out of the old and the cold.  

 

I’m thinking this spring is a lot like the times in 

our lives when it seems God is working in slow mo-

tion too.  A major part of that is our impatience—

we want God to work his will now, not six months 

from now.  Our pre-conceptions about God tell us 

how God ought to be getting things done.  But this 

is never, or rarely, how God works.  God’s timeta-

ble is God’s, not ours.  Instead, God works more 

like the spring—beneath the surface of our lives.  

We can’t see it most of the time but God brings 

new life out of our old selves through God’s Holy 

Spirit. 
 

In our times of impatience with God, we may want 

to remember the attitude of watchful waiting 

adopted by the prophet Habakkuk, who asked 

when God would act to protect the righteous.    
 

I will take my post; I will position myself on 

the fortress.  I will keep watch to see what 

the Lord says to me and how he will respond 

to my complaint.  Then the Lord answered 

me and said: Write a vision, and make it 

plain upon a tablet so that a runner can 

read it.  There is still a vision for the ap-

pointed time; it testifies to the end; it does 

not deceive.  If it delays, wait for it; for it 

is surely coming; it will not be late 

(Habakkuk 2:1-3). 

So whatever you’re waiting for—be patient.  God 

knows your need.  God cares about whatever it is 

that may be troubling you.  It may seem like God 

is working in slow motion, but it will come in the 

time appointed by God.  As surely as winter gives 

way to spring, God will bring new life and bear new 

fruit in our lives when we put our faith and trust 

in God.                               Pastor Bob 
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Worship  

Sunday School  

Church Offering   

March 2 108 

March 5  (Ash Wed) 36 

March 9 79 

March 16 106 

March 23 101 

March 30 N/A 

MARCH AVG. 99 

March 2 37 

March 9 44 

March 16 40 

March 23 44 

March 30 N/A 

MARCH AVG. 41 

March 2 4600.00 

March 5  (Ash Wed) 40.00 

March 9 2506.00 

March 16 2669.00 

March 23 1631.00 

March 30 N/A 

ACH Monthly Deposit 1610.00 

Total 13056.00 

EASTER BASKETS OF JOY 

You are invited to help us take Easter baskets to some of our 

“shut-in” members on Friday, 4 April.  We’ll start with a light 

meal at the church served between 5:30 and 6:30 p.m.  After 

that, we’ll practice a couple of Easter songs, then head out to 

spread some Easter joy.  If you want to lend a hand, contact 

the church office or sign up during worship services on 23 

and 30 March. 
 

Our annual Easter Egg Hunt 

will be held on Saturday, 19 April at 11:00 

a.m., here at the church. This will be held 

rain or shine, but of course we’re hoping for 

nice weather.  All children through 5th grade 

will be eligible to participate. Our youth group has volun-

teered to help with hiding the eggs.  We will be asking for  

donations of wrapped candy and stickers, etc. for treat bags, 

and cookies to serve after the Egg Hunt.  A box will be placed 

in the narthex for anyone who would like to donate these 

items. (Home baked cookies may be brought to the church 

during office hours that week.) We’d like to have the other 

donations by Sunday, 13 April.  Please come on out to the 

Hunt and bring your friends!  If you have any questions,    

contact Pat Alexander at 301-271-7164. 

 

WELLER FUNDRAISER AT HOSS’S 
STEAKHOUSE AND SEAFOOD 

Gettsyburg, PA 
 

Help raise some money for Weller by eating at 

Hoss’s anytime during the day on Friday, 25 

April. 20% to 25% of the total sales will go to the 

church. You must take an invitation (available in the nar-

thex) or printed email (forthcoming). One ticket per 

check. Our group # is 22469. Please share with family, 

friends and neighbors. 

PICK UP SUBS AT THE CHURCH  

 April 9th                                 4 p.m. -  6 p.m. 

If you are going to be later than 6 p.m., please contact  
Paulette Mathias (240) 674-4944. 
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YOUTH GROUP CONNECTION 

 

Weller’s youth remain busy this spring living and sharing the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ.  On 23 March, we prepared the Easter baskets 

that will be delivered to those unable to make it to church.  We 

filled baskets with candy and cards made by the children’s Sunday 

School classes.  And we prepared some candy bags for the resi-

dents of Moser Manor.  All these will be delivered on 4 April.   

 

Sunday, 6 April, the youth group is going bowling in Taneytown.  We’ll leave church at 6 p.m., bowl and 

eat some pizza, then return to church at 8.  Don’t forget to put this one on your calendar! 

 

And this one too: The annual Easter Egg Hunt!  All youth are invited to help set up and run the Easter 

Egg Hunt on Saturday, 19 April.  We’ll meet at the church at 10:00 a.m. to hide the eggs in the ceme-

tery, then watch (and help some) as the kids frantically search for whatever Peter Cottontail has left 

them.   

NEW MEMBER’S CLASS MEETS 7 MAY 
 

We are preparing to welcome new members during worship on 18 May.  But before we get there, 

you need to know something about the meaning of membership.  Pastor Bob will offer a class for 

anyone interested in joining Weller this spring on Wednesday, 7 May, at 7:00 p.m.  This class will 

provide an overview of membership that covers the vows we take when we profess our faith in Je-

sus Christ; namely, to support Christ’s church with our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our ser-

vice, and our witness.  Please contact Pastor Bob or call the church office if you are interested in 

joining Weller this spring.     

BELL & HISTORY DAY IS HERE! 

 

Saturday, 5 April, is Bell and History Days in Frederick County.  That 

means it’s time to ring our bells to help observe the important role played 

by bells in local and national history.  This year’s theme is “Let Freedom 

Ring.”  It marks the 150th anniversary of Emancipation in Maryland during 

the Civil War, and 50 years of civil rights progress following Rev. Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr.’s “I have a dream” speech in Washington, D.C. 

 

This year, Weller will join other churches and public organizations in 

Frederick County to ring our bells for three minutes beginning at 10:00 

a.m. on 5 April.  If you’re in the area, be sure to stick your head out the 

door and give a listen.   
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April Birthdays 

01  Krista Royer 

02  Karen Watson 

03  Don Eyler Jr. 

04  Nicole Brown 

06  Bob Fogle; Donald Wastler Sr.;   

              Karen Younkins 

07  Bonnie Baust 

09  Jan Owens 

10  Allen Krenzer 

11   Brooke Kennedy 

12  Lee Taylor 

14  Lori Kennedy 

15  Betty Jane Kennedy 

17  Andrew Kells 

21  Pauline Grimes 

23  Ed Schildt; Colin Schildt 

25  Andrew Lavigne 

26  Kim Lavigne; Ed Woods 

27  Rosie Andrew 

28  Nathen Eyler 

29  A. J. Child 

 

April Anniversaries 

03  Debby & Paul Shultzaberger 

04  Tammy & Eric Dutrow 

12   Peggy & James Royer;  

  Sandra  & Steve Valentine 

24  Kathy & Colby Child 

26  Ethel & Alan Brauer 

 

 

Save the dates for these Fellowship Spring and 

Summer Activities: 

20 April - Easter Morning Breakfast 

17 May -  Ladies' Night Out at the Church 

11 June - Men's Night Out at the Church 

20 July - Picnic at the Town Park 

 

More information will follow.  

EASTER SERVICES 

7:00pm, Holy Thursday, 17 April   
Contemporary service  

 

7:00pm, Good Friday, 18 April  
Passion Play service at Deerfield UMC  

 

6:30am, Easter Sunday, 20 April  
Sunrise traditional service  

 

8:30am, Easter Sunday, 20 April  
Traditional service  

 

11:00am, Easter Sunday, 20 April   
Contemporary service  

 

10:00am, Easter Cantata, 27 April   
Music by our choir, handbell choir, and guitar ensemble  

 27 April 2014 

10:00  a.m. combined service 

A celebration of the       

resurrection of Christ 

through music. 

The choirs look forward to sharing a number 

of musical selections with you. 

4 



 5 

 UMC CAMPAIGN TO END MALARIA IN AFRICA 

 

Here in the United States it is easy for us to imagine no malaria.  

Although it was once a serious problem here and actually led to the 

creation of the Centers for Disease Control, a nationwide effort 

from 1947-1951 virtually eliminated malaria in this country. 

In Africa however, a child dies every 60 seconds from malaria, a to-

tal of 600,000 deaths per year. 

Imagine No Malaria is an initiative by the United Methodist Church to raise $75 million to elimi-

nate malaria in Africa. Weller is taking part in this campaign by aiming to raise $3,000 by the end 

of 2015.  That’s $30 per person for our average of 100 people in worship every week.   

Malaria can be prevented by the use of insecticide-treated bed nets to protect people while they 

sleep. This is a simple, cost-effective way to fight malaria but it must be accompanied by education 

about the disease, mosquito control programs, and outreach into the communities.  Hospitals and 

clinics are also needed for treatment across Africa.  

The Mission Committee is asking that we collect our spare change during the month of April to help 

end the death and suffering of the African people from this disease.  Through our donations, we 

can see malaria eradicated in our lifetime.  Watch for other fund raising events in the coming 

months that will help us reach our goal.  Contact Pat Alexander or Pastor Bob for more infor-

mation.  Please bring your donations to church on Sunday, May 4th for presentation during a special 

service. 100% of your donation will go toward the fight against malaria. 

Mission Committee News 
 

On 6 March, Roy and Dorothy Clever, Karen Younkins, and Pat and Henry Alexander made the 

trip to Mission Central in Mechanicsburg, PA to deliver the Health Kits and a computer.  Pastor 

Ruth Ann Ward gave us a very interesting tour of the warehouse and explained the ministries 

housed there .  In return, she was able to provide us with some donated Easter Baskets and grass 

for our our Easter visits to shut-ins and for the Food Bank baskets.  We have another visit 

scheduled for 21 June that is open to anyone who would like to volunteer at Mission Central.  

Don’t forget that we will leave the Health Kit and Philippines Relief box in the hallway for any  

donations you may wish to make.  If you want an idea of what to donate, Pastor Ruth Ann told us 

there is a need for infant receiving blankets.  They must be new and unwashed, 30x30 inches or 

30x32 inches only, please. 

We are joining the Baltimore –Washington Conference in a big push during the month of April to 

collect money for Imagine No Malaria. You’ll find more information on this elsewhere in the 

newsletter and on the bulletin board in the foyer. 

We meet on the third Monday of each month at 7pm and we’d be glad to have you join us!  Please 

contact Pat Alexander at 301-271-7164 or Kelly Alexander at 301-668-8775 for more infor-

mation.  
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 Weller United Methodist Church, 

Thank you so much for your monetary donation of $25.00 to support the 

CHS Graduation Party.  We could not do this to keep our kids safe without 

your support. 

      Thanks so much! 

       2014 CHS Safe n’ Sane Committee 

“MISSION MADNESS” AT 23 MARCH WORSHIP SERVICES 

Everyone knows by now this year’s NCAA col-

lege basketball tournament is filled with up-

sets that ruined most everyone’s brackets as 

top seeded teams unexpectedly fell to lesser 

known “Cinderella” teams.  If you were in wor-

ship on 23 March, however, you heard from a 

young woman who racked up an impressive 

“bracket list” of her own on the mission trail.   

Karilyn Head, a member of Thurmont UMC, 

told us about her experiences from the World 

Race, which took her on 11 mission trips in 11 

months.  In that time, she visited countries on 

four continents as part of a mission team that 

shared the Good News of Jesus Christ with 

people of many different cultures.  

The scriptural bases for her trip came from Matthew 5:14-18, “You are the light of 

the world…let your light shine…that they may see your good deeds and glorify your 

Father in heaven,” and Luke 17:9-10, where the servants tell their master “we have 

only done our duty.”   

Karilyn’s mission team connected with Christian churches and ministries in these 

countries that are working to counter the effects of hunger, poverty, addiction and 

abuse.  In every country, people she met were full of hope for what God was doing in their lives.  And it was 

clear from the stories she shared with us that they touched Karilyn’s life as well. 

While she set out on the World Race to fulfill scriptural injunctions to serve others, Karilyn has become a 

local resource to connect people and churches here at home to the ministries in the countries she visited.  If 

you’d like to learn more about Karilyn’s work, check out her FaceBook page: Karilyn Head World Race: The 

“Fun-raiser.” 

Karilyn’s World 
Race 

 
Central America: 

Honduras 

El Salvador 

Guatemala 

Eastern Europe: 

Albania 

Bulgaria 

Romania 

Africa: 

Kenya 

Uganda 

Rwanda 

Asia: 

China (Tibet) 

The Philippines 

NEW IN THE LIBRARY: THE BIBLE FOR EVERYONE 

 

We have a few books in the Bible for Everyone series written by eminent New   

Testament scholar Tom Wright.  These easy to understand commentaries provide 

some great insights on the life and times of Jesus that will enrich your under-

standing of the Gospel.  Check one out when you have a chance. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
 

Puppet Minis-
try 6:00 p.m. 

 
C.O.M.  
7 p.m. 

2 
 

Lenten Study 
7:00 p.m. 

3 
 

Lenten Study  
9:30 a.m 

 
Trustees 7 p.m. 

 
Cantata  

Rehearsals 

4 
 

Deliver Easter 
Baskets 

5:30-7:30 
p.m. 

5 
 

Bell & History 
Day 

(Bell ringing @ 
10:00 a.m.) 

6 
 

Communion 
 

Youth Group 
Bowling 

6-8:00 p.m. 

7 
 

Lay Leadership 
6:30 p.m. 

8 
 

Ad Board  
7 p.m. 

9 
UMW 1 p.m. 

 
Prayer Time 

6:30 p.m. 
 

Lenten Study 
7:00 p.m. 

10 
Lenten Study 

9:30 a.m. 
History  

7:00 p.m. 
 

Cantata 
 Rehearsals 

11 12 

13  
Palm Sunday 

 
Prayer Shawls  

 
Passion Play 
7:30  p.m. @ 

Deerfield UMC 

14 15 16 
 

Lenten Study 
7:00 p.m. 

17   
 

Lenten Study 
9:30 a.m. 

 
Holy Thursday 
Svc 7:00 p.m. 

 

18 
 

Good Friday 
Svc  

Passion Play 
7:30  p.m. @ 

Deerfield 
UMC 

19 
 

Easter Egg Hunt 
11 a.m. 

20 
EASTER! 
Sunrise  

6:30  a.m. 
 

Breakfast  
After sunrise  

 
Trad’t 8:30  

 
Contemp 11:00 

21 
 
 
 
 

Missions 7 
p.m. 

22 23 
 

Prayer Time 
6:30 p.m. 

 
Lenten Study 7 

p.m. 

24 
 

Lenten Study  
9:30 a.m. 

 
Last Cantata 

Rehearsal 
 
 

25 
 

Hoss’s Fund-
raiser, Gettys-

burg 
 

All day 

26 
 
 

Cantata Dress  
Rehearsal 

27 
 

Easter Cantata 
10 a.m. Com-

bined Svc. 

28 
 

Worship  
6:30 p.m. 

29 30    

CHILDREN’S CHOIR PRACTICE - Every Thursday night at 7 p.m. unless  

otherwise contacted. 
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Greeters 8:30 

06  Joan & Robert Follin 

13   Louise & Bob Shaffer  

27  Combined Svc: Joan Freeze 

Acolytes  8:30 

06  A.J. Child 

13  Skyla Smith 

27  Combined Svc:  Robbie Shaffer  

Scripture Readers & Call to Worship 8:30 

06  Dorothy Clever & Dramatic Readers 

13   Roy Clever 

Nursery Assistant 8:30 

06  Louise Shaffer 

13  Peggy Royer 

20  OPEN 

27  Combined Svc:  OPEN 

Greeters 11:00 

06  Catherine Pitt 

13  Darlene & Donnie Wastler 

27  Combined Svc:  Joan Freeze 

Acolytes  11:00 

06  Emmalee Miller 

13  Josh Miller 

27  Combined Svc: Robbie Shaffer 

Scripture Readers  

06  Michele Merico & Dramatic Readers 

13  Henry Alexander 

 

 

 

Nursery Assistant 11:00 

06  OPEN 

13  OPEN 

20  OPEN 

27  Combined Svc:    OPEN 
 

Holy Thursday 7:00 p.m.   

Greeters:  Florence & Charlene Stitely  

Acolyte:  OPEN      

Scripture Reader:  Dorothy Clever   

Ushers/ Communion Stewards:  R.J. Shorb &  

Bill Clayton  
 

Easter Sunday 6:30 a.m. Sunrise 

Greeters:  Florence & Charlene Stitely  

Acolyte:  OPEN      

Scripture Reader:   

Ushers: OPEN 
 

Easter Sunday 8:30 Service 

Greeters:  Jody Hahn & Vriginia Gelwicks 

Acolyte:  Brody Mathias 

Scripture Reader:  Jody Hahn 

Ushers/Communion Stewards:  R.J. Shorb, and 

Bill Clayton 
 

Easter Sunday 11:00 Service 

Greeters:  Jane Eyler, and OPEN 

Acolyte: OPEN 

Scripture Reader: OPEN 

4 Communion Stewards:  OPEN 

2 Ushers:   Tom Shaffer, and OPEN 
 

April Sermons and Scriptures 

06 Refocus: Lord of Life - John 11:1-45     

13  Refocus:  Return of the King? - Matthew 21:1-11       

17  Maundy Thursday - John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

20  Easter Sunrise:   Refocus: See! - Matthew 28:1-10 

20  Easter Services:  Refocus:  Run! - John 20:1-18 

27  Combined 10 a.m. Service:   Easter Cantata  


